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                                                       CITY OF ROCKY RIVER                   

 

MARCH 24, 2014 

 

 

The Regular Meeting of Council was called to order by Mr. Moran, President of Council, at 8:00 

p.m. in the David J. Cook Council Chambers  

 

 

Council Members Present:     Mr. Hunt,    Mr. O’Donnell,   Mr. Furry,   Mr. Sindelar, 

                                                       Mr. Klym,   Mr. Moran 

                   Absent:     Mr. Shepherd 

  

                                                                                           

Administration:     Mayor Bobst,   Mrs. Costello,   Mr. Thomas 

 

 

Law Director:      Mr. Bemer 

 

 

Press:     Ms. Botos,   Mr. Wysochanski 

 

  

 

MOTION:

 

Moved by Mr. Moran, seconded by Mr. O’Donnell, that the reading of the minutes of the 

Legislative Meeting of February 24 be waived, and that the minutes be accepted as submitted. 

Vote:       Hunt   -   aye                      O’Donnell   -   aye                    Furry   -   aye 

                Sindelar    -   aye                Klym   -   aye                           Moran    -   aye 

                6 ayes                                 0 nays                                       PASSED 

 

 

Mr. Moran then turned to Councilman Klym who presented a guest, David Hein, at the meeting to 

discuss his try for the 2016 Olympics in competitive sailing.  Mr. Hein, age 17, grew up in Rocky 

River and attended the middle school until 2011 when he went into an online school program 

which allowed him to work full-time toward his goal of the World’s Team, sailing his Optimist at 

the age of 14.  At 15, he moved to the multi-hull two-person boats which, he said, travel faster 

than the wind.   Working steadily, last year he won a spot on the Youth Development Team for 

the U.S. Sailing Team.  He has now moved toward the Olympic Program; in January, he raced 

with the U.S. Sailing Team for the Olympics for this year, coming in fourth, and missing third 

place on a technicality.  Changes have been made to his boat and to the program, transitioning to 

sailing with other boats with more experienced sailors, learning from them and honing his sailing 
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abilities. 

 

 Mr. Klym mentioned that he had learned from Mr. Hein’s father that the average age of 

competitors in London was 36.  Mr. Hein will be 19 at the next Olympics.  Mr. Hein also 

discussed this summer’s international events, noting the competition in Spain where he 

will try to insure his place in the World Cup next year.   

 The Mayor asked how the community can help him.  Mr. Hein said that any support is 

appreciated, and he is now trying to publicize his campaign and garner both moral support 

and financial support.  He has found that some companies are skeptical because of his age, 

and he has had to raise funds from friends and family.  Responding to a question from Mr. 

Moran, Mr. Hein explained that the cost of the boat itself is about $30,000 and sails need 

to be replaced about once a year at $6000.  This is in addition to training, coaching, travel 

expenses, and expenses to transport his equipment.   

 Responding to the Mayor’s question, he said his website is followmetoRIO.com.  Council 

members also asked about the crew.  Mr. Hein said that there are only two, and one must 

be male, the other female.   He is sailing with a young woman from Chicago who is an 

internationally ranked racer for this part of the campaign.  

 

Responding to further questions, Mr. Hein outlined his daily routine which includes working on 

the boat eight to ten hours a day, followed by working out at the gym and online schoolwork until 

bedtime, then repeating the cycle the next day. 

  

Mr. Klym thanked Mr. Hein for coming to the Council meeting, complimenting him on his ability 

to articulate his goals and for all his hard work.  Council members wished him the very best of 

luck in his quest for Olympic gold and promised to help publicize his story.  

 

  

MAYOR’S REPORT: 

 

The City team prevailed once more in the Community Challenge basketball game and the Mayor 

was pleased to display the Challenge Cup trophy which will remain with the City.   The Mayor 

thanked all the Council members who participated and Law Director Bemer who coached the 

team.  She also sent special thanks to Jason Frolo of the Recreation Department who put the team 

together and to Councilman Furry who sustained a hand injury during the game. 

 

There will be a Fire Department entrance exam on April 30 from 7:00 p.m. until 9:00 p.m. at the 

Don Umerley Civic Center.    

 

There are 22 new members of the Community Emergency Response Team (CERT).  Of this 

group, three are Rocky River residents and the group brings the total of trained CERT members to 

311 which the Mayor noted is one of the largest.  The Mayor has said that she hopes they never 

have to be called, but she is thankful that they have had specialized training and will be willing to 

serve in an emergency. 
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The Mayor distributed the annual report from the Cuyahoga County Board of Health as well as 

the Rocky River report which will be added to the City’s Annual Report. 

 

An 8th grade middle school student, Thomas Schill, has placed first in his age category in the 

annual Maltz Museum Stop the Hate:  Youth Speak Out essay contest which has 3500 student 

participants.  This year’s theme was one of personal responsibility.   The Mayor extended 

congratulations to this 8th grader.  She thanked the museum for sponsoring the contest and the 

schools for engaging students in this worthwhile project to help stop hatred and bullying. 

 

The Police Division has a Facebook page and promoted a campaign to “be a hero for Rainbow’s 

kids”.  The Police station was a dropoff location for non-perishable snacks, toiletries and gift 

cards.  The Rocky River Police Division collected more than 10 bags to be donated as a result of  

one message on its Facebook page.  The Mayor recommended that those who wish to stay up-to-

date with the Police Division “like” them on Facebook. 

 

The Summer Concert Series begins May 25 with the Rocky River High School Jazz Band 

followed by the Community Chorus on June 8.  Summer concerts will be in the gazebo or the 

Civic Center.   Other concerts are as follows:   June 15, Evil Ways (Santana Tribute band); June 

29, Diamond Project; July 12 (River Days), Seven Mile Island and Funkology; Sunday, July 13, 

Revolution Pie; July 27, Broken English; August 10, Dan Zola Orchestra (hopefully in Rocky 

River Park).  The Mayor thanked everyone who helped sponsor this series for which no tax 

dollars are spent.  Donations support the entire series. 

 

The Mayor thanked the Rotary for their $500 check for Senior Transportation last week. 

 

The ice will be removed from the rink on Sunday, and by April 4, there will be a soccer 

tournament at the Hamilton Arena.  

 

On Thursday, the Mayor will deliver the State of the City address which the Mayor said will  

feature all the great things going on in the community. 

 

Discussion:   Mr. Furry asked about the stage at the Senior Center auditorium which was damaged 

by water during a winter storm.  Safety-Service Director Costello explained that the report from 

the expert who examined the floor has not yet been received.  It was expected on March 17 but 

not received, which meant that her report, due today, was incomplete.  So far, the drywall has 

been replaced, it has been painted; and carpet has been ordered.  She hopes that the process of 

shaving the old glue from the floor prior to replacing the carpet will begin as early as next week.  

She has sent an inquiry to the insurance company. 

 

 Mr. Sindelar asked if the damage is visible.  Mrs. Costello said there are spaces between 

some boards where they have shrunk and there are inconsistencies in the smoothness.  

Unfortunately, there are “sleepers” under the floor which support the floor that got wet 

during the damage.  The City would like those replaced.  The gaps between the boards 

cannot be fixed by sanding.  In answer to further questions, the Director indicated that 

both sides have agreed to abide by the opinion of this expert.  Much damage is obvious, 

but the question is how best to repair the floor.  She said a smooth surface is especially 
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important because the stage will be used by members of the senior population.  Since this 

expert was recommended by the insurance company, when his report is received, repairs 

should go forward quickly.  She said the contractor has also discussed a pre-made floor 

which would save expenses and time because it is prefinished at the factory.   

 

 

LAW DIRECTOR’S REPORT: 

 

Mr. Bemer reported that the Charter Review Commission has scheduled a series of Wednesday 

evening meetings at 6:00 p.m. in the David J. Cook Council Chambers.  The introductory meeting 

was held last Tuesday.   This Wednesday will be the organizational meeting which will also 

review assignments of Charter sections for individual members who will present them to the 

Commission.  Mr. Bemer anticipates that various department heads will also present concerns for 

review.  This process is open to the public and he said the Commission would also welcome input 

from the City Council.  Meetings are scheduled on Wednesdays from now through the beginning 

of June. 

 

 Mr. Moran, noting that most Council members had attended the initial meeting, pledged 

that Council will make itself available to give the Commission as much information as 

they need. 

 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:    NONE 

 

 

COMMUNICATIONS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS:   NONE 

 

  

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION:    NONE   

 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 11-14                             BY JOHN B. SHEPHERD 

AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE ADMINISTRATION TO 

PURCHASE AN ESTIMATED 4,000 TONS OF SALT FOR THE 2014 / 2015 WINTER 

SEASON FOR THE SERVICE DEPARTMENT UNDER THE OHIO DEPARTMENT OF 

TRANSPORTATION’S COOPERATIVE PURCHASING CONTRACT NO. 18 FROM 

THE STATE-APPROVED VENDOR 

1ST READING 

 

Mr. Moran commented that although Council reads most of its ordinances three times in a process 

which takes six weeks or more, the request from the State for a completed salt contract was 

received on March 12 and must be returned by April 8 in order to participate.  This contract is for 

4000 tons of road salt.  This year 3750 tons were used.  Mr. Moran explained that for the past few 

years, the City has had the option of naming a quantity and then ordering 80% up to 120% of that 

amount.  This year it has been changed to 90% to 110%.  To be certain of passage in time to meet 

the April 8 deadline, a Special Meeting will be called for April 7.   
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 Mr. Sindelar asked if 3750 is typical or higher usage than average.  The Mayor said that 

3750 is actually a bit low because it was mixed with grit to insure that there would be 

sufficient salt for the season.  She mentioned that the City is also looking into entering into 

a secondary bid for 1000-1500 tons to be certain that enough salt will be available if 

needed.  The West Shore Council of Governments has expressed an interest in arranging 

for this secondary contract.   Mrs. Costello said that the City’s annual average for the last 

five years was 4640 tons used; in 2010 and 2011, 5200 and in 2007 and 2008, 5600.  She 

said the City is well-placed with this order to use 90% and take advantage of a secondary 

bid, or to use 110% of the bid.   

 

 Mr. Furry asked if the remainder of the salt order for this year was received.  Mrs. 

Costello said there was a small delivery today, but the order is not complete.  Mr. Moran 

noted that the salt storage facility holds 1600 tons.  He asked how many tons will be left 

over for next year.  Mrs. Costello said she hopes to have between 800-1000 tons.  She is 

still looking for more from this year’s order.   

 

 Mr. O’Donnell asked if passage on April 7 would allow enough time to turn in the 

paperwork by April 8.  The Mayor said that it would be possible.   

 

 Mr. Moran proposed a Special Meeting for final consideration of this ordinance on April 

7.   

 

 Mr. Klym said that because the City is so close to salt sources, a secondary contract is an 

excellent idea as a backup source in case the primary is unable to deliver in the face of 

increased demand as occurred this year. 

 

 The Mayor noted that one reason for the short notice from the State is that they wish to bid 

this contract as early as possible to get the best bids.   

 

 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 12-14                            BY DAVID W. FURRY 

AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND SAFETY 

SERVICE DIRECTOR TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT WITH R.J. PLATTEN 

CONTRACTING CO. FOR THE CITY HALL GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE 

DEMONSTRATION PROJECT, IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $140,340.40 

1ST READING 

  

Mr. Furry noted that this project has been under consideration for some time.  It will provide a 

concrete pervious parking lot in the south parking lot close to the Police Station.  Two 

specifications were sent out:  Option A which had an enlargement of one additional space, and B, 

an addition of approximately 12 spaces, with more asphalt, more soil and more shrubs.  Seven 

bids were opened on February 28 and reviewed by URS; all were compliant according to the 

specifications.  The range for Option A was $123,304 to $147,237; the range on Option B was 

$140,340 to $168,762.  Based on the URS recommendation, the lowest and best bidder is R.J. 

Platten Contracting Co.   To pay for the project, a SWIF grant has been received for $160,284.  
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The City did, however, incur expenses of approximately $35,000 in other costs including pre-

engineering.   The additional costs will be charged to Capital Improvement Fund –Resurfacing-

Paving Account.  The Auditor’s website shows no unresolved findings against this company.  Mr. 

Furry asked that this ordinance be included on the agenda of the Special Meeting for further 

discussion. 

 

 

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS:     

 

Mr. Moran noted that the last two members of the Charter Review Commission were sworn in.  

The chairman of the commission has been selected, John Urban.  Mr. Moran noted that the 

Commission has a varied composition, and he expressed his appreciation to all who volunteered 

to serve. 

 

 

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION:     

 

William Welsh, a member of the audience, noted that Cargill Salt is already stockpiling salt for 

next winter at its facility close to downtown. 

 

He also asked how salt is loaded into the storage facility.  The Mayor noted that in the past, front 

end loaders have been used.  Special equipment is required to blow the salt into storage.  The City 

of Westlake has a conveyor belt which we may be able to use, if needed. 

 

Mr. Moran asked about road patching.  The Safety-Service Director said that filling potholes is an 

ongoing project, any time it is not snowing.  When the weather breaks, it will be time for tree 

lawn restoration, so the Service Department is trying to fill as many chuckholes as it can now.  

The Mayor said the department is very responsive and asked Council members to call if they are 

aware of any large potholes so that they can be repaired quickly. 

 

 

 

As there was no further business by members of Council, the meeting was adjourned at 8:55 p.m. 

 

  

 

 

  

_____________________________                         _______________________________ 

James W. Moran                                                                    Misao Kurokawa 

President of Council                                                              Clerk of Council 

 
  


