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Does learn g have
a place In chlldren s
summer fun’?

 BY JANE PORTER
SPECIAL TO THE TIMES UN{ON

adison Maxwell, 7, sits on a classroom floor  the classroom is the best pi sce tor children to spend their

in a circle of children, silver, red and blue  summer days.

. streamets hanging from her ponytail. Decked Children lose about ose month of their grade-level

- out in patriotic colors for Bastille Day, Madi-  equivalent-gver the summer, according to Harris C ooper,

- son is one of 13 campers celebrating the professor of psychology and director of the Program in Ed-

. French equivalent of Independence Day at  ucation at Duke University. Experts call this phenomenon

'~ LaPetite Ecole at the Academy of the Holy  the “summer slide” or “swinmer amnesia.”

\Iames in Albany. Cooper evaluated 93 studies on the effectiveness of sum-
These campers are not playing softball or splashing.  mer school and found that students who participated in-

around in the pool like kids at traditional camps. Fortwa. these programs scored bigher on standardized tests in the

weeks in the middle of July these campers - some of them "~ fall than those who did not.

as young as 4 — gatixered to fearn French at one of many  “1 think it impartanit for every parent to consider what

educadonal camps in the area. their child’ strengths and weaknesses are and whar their
More than 6 million children will attend camp in the  interests are, and use at least part of the suinmer to expand

Unired States this summer, according to Jeffrey Solomon,;  their child’ horizons in that way,” Cooper said.

executive director of the National Camp A Association. Many At the Summer Educational Enrichment Program at

of them will participate in educational programs. Hudson Valley Community College, children from kin-
Nevertheless, experts have mixed opinions on whether dergarten to seventh grade’participate in a classroom-based
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SAMP: Summer
a time for enrichment

fﬂwmm for six snd a half
hz_,azm cach day. The program
covers science, math and lene
9’2: 1223 arts,

“The only gms et we hgve
with bide &3 “;‘zfﬂ; somnetimes see
the classroom and they say, ‘Uh-
oh, it looks fke school' ™ said
director Chris Hebwig. “But we
say, ‘Wait a munute, it's not Hke
g{;h{;{}; £
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Conriz Young's 7-vear-old
davghter Amanda is smending
the enrichment program for
three weeks this summer.

“I fike to choose camps where
she stays pur, ot least at this age,”
Young said, 1 Hke the reading

‘and the math, If she can ger a

little of that during camp, there is
not so much refreshing thae is
needed come the school vear”

On Bastille Day at La Petite
Eeole, the campers shuffle alony
the grass in an egg balancing
ﬁ.la} race,

“Un peuf,” says their teacher
slowly as she holds wp a hard-
boiled egg.

accasionall y, said co-director

' Michefle Pollard.

Some worry  that * classroom
based programs do not offer chil-
dren enough time.; outdoors,
“We've lost the art of climbing
trees,” seid Stacy DeBroff, author
of “The Mom Book'"Goes w
School”  and  founder of
www.momncentral.com.,

“Children need to be built up
physically, mentaily and’ emotion-
ally w achieve academically,” said
Sister St john Delany, associate
professor of education - at Pace
Unjversir} “Iv all has to work
together.”

According to DeBroff, children
only spend about six hours 2 week
during the school yeir playing.
“These educational camps - are
moving us woward a 24/7 educa-
tional plunge for our kids,” she
saidd. “The best way for kids in
elementary and middle school to
spend their summers s 1o he
engﬁged in play.” _

Although smdents attending
schoal- like programs score
it the &l on standardized testing,
all students make the same progress
over the school year, according to 4
snudy of the Baltimore school sys-
tem, said Lindy Buch, director of

the office of Early Clulidhood Edu-

3 y Services ol fhi
XLL;; gan g}ummem of Fduea-
R,

Mot imis don't nesd sitting
behind & desh being inactve, for
ancther three moAths of the %é&?

shi s

Trying a yawisly

Keeping children engaged md
honing their sense of achievement
arg critioal elements 1o a saminer
leamning program, whatever its f-
o g b, according (o Buch. Tt
s impertant for younger childeen
10 tFy ot 3 variery of activities Gver
L%e susmaner to deeide what they

fike, Buch said.

Madizon will tell you herself :i';ar
lzarning French was her choléde.
The second-grader’s feet are far
from reaching the ground when
she sits on a bench, but she kndws
what she wants ro learn and whiere
she plans on going,

“1 want to ga to France somie
<ay, and want learn 1o speak other
‘}frcpfas languages,” she says as
fellow campers play in the grass
hehind her,

By the end of the Smnmi:r
Madiseon will have atended foir
different camps: La Petite Ecole,
the Guilderfand town day camipi a
cheerleading camp and Vacation
Bible Scheol Camp.

Although ic is imporant for
children o try out a variety of
activities when they are younger,
by the age of 8 w 10, Buch says
children should begin specialiving
in a particular activity of interest.
“The major emphasis on youth
development gets important at
middle school,” she said.

Matheinatical Explorations for
the Cempet:cw*e Student, 2 week:
long camp in Schenectady that
prepares middle schoolers for math
competitions, is one such local
program enabling children to spe»
ciatize,

“Limiring new experiences m 2
week or two rather than a whale
sammer allows kids to see if they
like it or not,” said Connell Frazer,
dean of the School of Educationat
The Sage Colleges, :

[t is important for parents ©
listen to their children’s interests
when dealing with such specialized
programs, she said.

By her fourth day at La Petite
Ecole, Madison knows the xperi-
ence is the right one for her: *1
want to be coming here,” she says
nodding her head, hopping off of
her bench and joining the rehy
Face.
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