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21. HISTORIC NAME: Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis and Omaha Railroad Office Building
COMMON NAME: Northwest Building
ADDRESS: 275 E. 4th Street DATE: 1916-17
ARCHRITECT: Charles Frost SUPPORTIVE

T TIIRTS

For HCRS usé only

This building was constructed in 1916-17 at a cost of $350,000 as an office building for the
Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis and Omaha Railroad. It was built on the same site as the railroad
previous office building which had been designed in 1880-81 by Thomas Fitzpatrick and destroyed
by fire. The present building was designed by Chicago architect Charles Frost who designed two
other railroad buildings in Lowertown: the Union Depot and the Railroad and Bank Building (now
Burlington Northern Building). This building is a large eight story Classical Revival style
brick structure with an elaborate classical cornice and a rusticated granite base.

The Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis and Omaha Railroad was incorporated in 1857 as one of the
lines of the River Valley and Southern Minnesota Railroad. 1In 1867 it was separated from that
line and became the Minnesota Valley Railroad. During the 1860's the line was extended from St.
Paul to Mendota, Shakopee, Belle Plaine, LeSueur, St. Peter, and then to Sioux City in 1872.
There connections were made to Council Bluffs, Kansas City, Omaha and the Southwest. General
Judson Wade Bishop, who built the Bishop Block on Sibley Street (now Sperry Office Furniture),
was the chief engineer for the railroad while it was under construction and later served as the
general manager of its operations. In 1882 all of the various branches of the line were consoli-
dated to form the Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis and Omaha Railroad. This line also ran east of
St. Paul to Chicago and Milwaukee, and north to Duluth and Bayfield. This railroad eventually
merged with the Chicago and Northwestern Line. The building now accomodates many offices and

businesses. At one time the Engine Company #12 was located directly behind this building on
Wall Street (formerly Rosabel Street). '

East Fifth Street--south side from Jackson to Broadway Streets.

22. HISTORIC NAME: Railroad and Bank Building
COMMON NAME: Burlington Northern Building
ADDRESS: (176 E. 53th Street) DATE: 1914-16
ARCHITECT: Charles Frost PIVOTAL

This building was constructed to house the offices of the Great Northern Railway, the North-
ern Pacific Railway,. and the bank and offices of the First National Bank and Northwest Trust
Company. The architect of this building, Charles Frost, also designed the Union Depot.and the
Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis, and Omaha Railway Office Building (now the Northwest Building) ir
Lowertown. The building was built on the former site of the Davidson Block (1880), the Economy
Hotel, and several other small buildings. Construction of this building began in 1914 and was
not completed until 1916. What appears to be one building was actually three separate structure:
Solid walls defined each section which was owned separately. The three companies each had their
own entrances--the Great Northern on 4th Street, the Northern Pacific on 5th Street, and the Fir:
National Bank and Northwest Trust Company on Jackson Street. The building was designed with a
central interior court which provided light for the inside offices and an effective ventilation
system. A building committee formed of representatives of the three companies supervised the
construction of the building, and from its completion until the merger of the Great Northern,
Northern Pacific, and Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroads in 1970 the various owners of the
three sections of the structure debated the apportionment of the expenses of heat, light, and

water since these facilities were owned jointly by the three companies. The building cost four
million dollars to build.



BUILDINGS -- LOWERTOWN HISTORIC DISTRICT, St. Paul, Minnesota

1. Historic Name: Gordon and Ferguson Building
Common Name: Nalpak Building
Address: 331-341 Sibley Street
2. Historic Name: John Wann Building
Common Name: Spin Knit Fabrics Company
Address: 350-364 Sibley Street
3. Historic Name: Noyes Brothers and Cutler Wholesale Druggists Building
Common Name: Park Square Court
Address: 400 Sibley Street
4. Historic Name: Boston and Northwest Realty Company Wacouta
Street Warehouse
Common Name: Custom Display
Address: 413 Wacouta Street
5. Historic Name: Paul Gotzian Building .
Common Name: Macaroni Building
Address: 351 Wacouta Street
6. Historic Name: Finch, Van Slyck and McConville Dry Goods Company
Common Name: Finch Building
Address: 366 Wacouta Street
7. Historic Name: Engine Company No. 2
Common Name: Engine Company No. 2
Address: 412 Wacouta Street
8. Historic Name: Tighe Building
Common Name: Cardozo Warehouse T T
Address: 364-383 Broadway Street o /
9. Historic Name: Allen Building Annex T
Common Name: Graphic FExhibits, Inc. ©Fi7 =to7%7-70
Address: 417 Broadway Street
10. Historic Name: Griggs and Foster's Farwell, Osmun and Kirk Building
Common Name: Tilsner Carton Company
Address: 300 Broadway
11. Historic Name: Unknown Vo e
Common Name: Depot Bar ST AT -
Address: 241 E. Kellogg Blwvd.
12, Historic Name: Weyerhauser-Denkman Buiilding L
Common Name: Scheffer and Rossum Building -+ [ - - 7

Address: 255 E. Kellogg Blvd.
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13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

Historic Name:

Common Name:
Address:

Historic Name:

Common Name:
Address:

Historic Name:

Common Name:
Address:

Historic Name:

Common Name :
Address:

Historic Name:

Common Name:
Address:

Historic Name:

Common Name:
Address:

Historic Name:

Common Name:
Address:

Historic Name:

Common Name:
Address:

Historic Name:

Common Name:
Address:

Historic Name:

Common Name :
Address:

Historic Name:

Common Name:
Address:

Historic Name:

Common Name:
Address:

Historic Name:

Common Name:
Address:

Wells Fargo Express Company Building

Johnson's Service Station

271 E. Kellog

James J. Hill Office Building
James J. Hill Office Building

281-299 E. Ke

Northern Pacific Railway Warehouse
Northern Warehouse Building

308 Prince St

g Blvd.

llogg Blvd.

reet

St. Paul Union Depot
St. Paul Union Depot

214 E. 4th St

Hackett Block

reet

Halper Building
262-270 E. 4th Street

St. Paul Rubb

E.W. Honza Printing Company

300 E. 4th St

Unknown
Samco Sportsw

er Company

reet

ear Company

205-213 E. 4th Street

Michaud Broth

Jax Manufacturing Company Building

249-253 E. 4t
Chicago, St.

Northwest Buil
275 E. 4th St

Railroad and

Burlington Northern Building

176 E. 5th St

Fairbanks-Mor
H. Rosenthal

ers Building

h Street

T

/\ﬁ‘iﬁb’

o,
Lig

Paul, Minneapolis and Omaha Railroad
Office Building

lding
reet

Bank Building
reet

se Company
Company

220 E. 5th Street

Power's Dry Goods Company

Globe Busines

s College

230-236 E. 5th Street

Conrad Gotzian Shoe Company Building

Milton Building

242-280 E. 4th Street
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26. Historic Name: Unknown
Common Name: Mike and Vic's Cafe
Address: 258-260 E. 5th Street

27. Historic Name: Rayette Building
Common Name: Control Data Corporation Building
Address: 261-279 E. 5th Street

28. Historic Name: Crane Building
Common Name: Crane Building
Address: 281-287 E. 5th Street

29. Historic Name: Unknown
Common Name: Seestedt Carpets
Address: 282 E. 6th Street

30. Historic Name: Konantz Saddlery Company Building
Common Name: Railroader Printing House
Address: 227-231 E. 6th Street

31. Historic Name: Koehler and Hinrichs Company Building
Common Name: Margoles Leather Company
Address: 235-237 E. 6th Street

32. Historic Name: George Sommers and Company Building
Common Name: Control Data Corporation Business and Technology Center
Address: 245 E. 6th Street

33. Historic Name: J.H. Allen Building
Common Name: Allen Building
Address: 287 E. 6th Street

34. Historic Name: J.H. Weed Building
Common Name: Butwinick's Furniture (western part)
Address: 208-212 E. 7th Street

35. Historic Name: Walterstroff and Montz Building
Common Name: Butwinick's Furniture (middle part)
Address: 216-220 E. 7th Street

36. Historic Name: Constans Block
Common Name: Butwinick's Furniture (eastern part)
Address: 224-240 E. 7th Street

37. Historic Name: Unknown
Common Name: B & M Furniture (western building)
Address: 252 E. 7th Street

38, Historic Name: Unknown
Common Name: B & M Furniture (eastern building)

Address: 256 E. 7th Street



Buildings —— Lowertown Historic District —- page 4

39.

40.

41.

Historic Name:

Common Name:
Address:

Historic Name:

Common Name:
Address:

Historic Name:

Common Name:
Address:

O0'Connor Building
Pioneer Building
264-266 E. 7th Street

Unknown
Insty Prints
278 E. 7th Street

Super America Gas Station
Super America Gas Station
296-298 E. 7th Street
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1. Name
historic Lowertown Historic District
andior common Lowertown Historic District
2. Location
street & number N/A N/A_ not for publication
city, town St. Paul N/A_ vicinity of songeeseionalgisteet N/A
state Minnesota code 292 county Ramsey code 123
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
X _ district ___ public _X_ occupied agriculture museum
building(s) ___ private —X_ unoccupied _X_ commercial Y _ park
structure _X both _X_“work in progress _Y¥_educational ____ private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible - entertainment —religious
. object NiA in process _x_ yes: restricted —__government —  scientific
being considered _X_. yes: unrestricted X _industrial X transporiation
_no ) military other:
4. Owner of Property
hame Multiple (see attrachment)
street & number N/A
city, town N/A N/A_ vicinity of N/A state N/A
5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Ramsey County Courthouse
street & number 15 West Kellogg Boulevard
city, town St. Paul state MN 55102
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Historic Sites Survey of St. Paul
title  and Ramsev County ) has this property been determined eligible? X___ yes no
date 12/80 - 11/82 __ federal ___state _ county X local

depository for survey records  Ramsey County Historical Society, 75 West Fifth Street

city, town St. Paul state Minnesota 55102




7. Pescription

Condition

N/A

Check cne Chack one
_X_excellent __ deteriorated _X_ unaltered X__ original site
— . good —___ruins _X altered . moved date
- X_fair — unexposed

Deccribe the present and original (if known) physical appearance
The Lowertown Historic District is a sixteen block area
town St. Paul and north of the Mississippi River.

It contains

located immediately east of down-
forty- onebuildings centered

around Mears Park, a park which encompasses the block bounded by 6th, Wacouta, 5th and Sibley

Streets.

Street on the west.
"intrusive to the district."

The majority of buildings in the district date from the
as warehouses and wholesale houses for businesses which were
shipping and receiving freight. Stylistically the buildings
Italianate, Queen Anne, Richardsonian Romanesque, Beaux Arts

of the buildings in the district are faced in brick and are four to six stories tall.

The proposed district is roughly bounded by East 7th Street on the north, Broadway
Street on the northeast, John Street on the southeast, Kellogg Blvd:-

on the south, and Sibley

Only two of the forty- onebuildings have been categorized as being

1880's to 1910, and most were buil
dependent on the railroad for

in the district include the

and Classical Revival styles. Most
In

general, those buildings which were constructed before 1900 are under seven stories tall, and
were built with storefronts on the first floor and storage or. manufacturing space above. Many
of the pre-1900 structures have cast iron storefronts which were:manufactured in local foundrie
such as the St. Paul Foundry and most incorporated Victorian ornamentation. Unlike the pre-
1900 buildings which often accommodated both warehouse space and wholesale and/or retail store-
fronts in the same building, the majority of the structures in the district which were built
after-190Q were built for a single purpose, i.e., freight storage, offices, etcetera. Generall
the post-1900 structures are immense, utilitarian buildings which incorporate Classical Revival
detailing. They are generally taller_and more massive than the Victorian period structures anc
were built employing reinforced concrete and structural steel.

For purposes of this description, the buildings in the Lowertown District are arranged
numerically in sequence according to their street addresses, first on the streets which run
north and south (Jackson, Sibley, Wacouta, Wall, and Broadway) and secondly on the streets
which run east and west (Kellogg, Prince, Fourth, Fifth, Sixth, and Seventh). Within this
order for these streets that run north and south, the buildings on the east side of the street
are listed first, then those on the west side of the street; while for the east-west streets
the buildings on the south side of the street are listed first, then those on the north side o:
the street, The numbers also correspond to those on the attached Lowertown District map. It
should be noted, also, that as with most other parts of St. Paul, buildings on the north and
west sides of the street have odd numbered street addresses, while those on the south and east
sides of the street have even numbered street addresses. For purposes of this nomination, in
cases where buildings located on corner lots have two street addresses, the street address of
the facade with the principle entrance is used, except where noted.

Buildings have been
placed in the following categories:

Pivotal, Supportive, Non-contributing, Intrusive.

North Sibley Street-—west side from East 4th to East 6th Streets.

1. HISTORIC NAME: Gordon and Ferguson Building
COMMON NAME: Nalpak Building
ADDRESS: 331-341 Sibley Street
ARCHITECT: Clarence H. Johnston, Sr.

DATE: 1913
SUPPORTIVE

This large and straightforward cream colored brick building combines elements of the
Classical Revival, such as its cornice, with the Commerical Style. It was designed by the well
known St. Paul architect Clarence Johnston, Sr., and built at a cost of more than $250,000 for
Gordon and Ferguson. The Gordon and Ferguson firm was established in 1879, and specialized in
leather goods such as hats, caps, and furs. In 1886, when the firm was located at 216-220 E. *
Street, it was described in the publication Industries of St. Paul as 'not only the largest
establishment dealing in hats here, but also the largest manufacturing fur goods in the Unitel
States"! Due to its location on a hill, there are eight stories on the Sibley and 5th Street
sides of the building and nine stories on the 4th Street side of the building. The building is
diagonally opposite from Mears Park. It now is known as the Nalpak Building and houses a
cimlee ~Ff huedmocese and nan-pnrofit oreanizations.
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Red River ox cart trade. He gradually established a considerable network

of steamboat and railrcad lines throughout the Upper Midwest. In 1883 he
became the president of the St. Paul, Minneapolis, and Manitoba Railroad
Company which was established in 1879. 1In 1890 the Great Northern Railway
began leasing the lines of the St. Paul, Minneapolis, and Manitoba, with

Hill as the company's president. Hill also played a key role in plans to
construct the Railroad and Bank Building which is known today as the Burlington

Northern Building and is located at the western edge of the Lowertown
district.

Prince Street —— south side from Broadway to Pine Street.

15. HISTORIC NAME: Northern Pacific Railway Warehouse
COMMON NAME: Northern Warehouse Building
ADDRESS: 308 Prince Street DATE: 1907-08
ARCHITECT: Northern Pacific Railway Company SUPPORTIVE

The warehouse was constructed for the Northern Pacific Railway Company
at a cost of $60,000. The building permit for the structure lists the
Northern Pacific Railway Company as the architect, and F.J. Romer and Sons,
a prominent St. Paul construction company, as the builder. It may be that
the building was designed by either a Northern Pacific staff architect or
by Romer and Sons. The building is a utilitarian six story brick structure
which has a galvanized metal cornice with modillions and a regular sequence
of paired rectangular window openings. The building is one of a number of
railroad buildings in the district which testify to the importance of
railrocads in the economic development of St. Paul and Lowertown.

The Northern Pacific Railroad was granted its charter by Congress in
1864, and by 1880 the company had 195% miles of track within the State of
Minnesota. In 1883 this railroad established the first continuous line
to the Pacific Coast when two sections of line were connnected at Gold
Creek, Montana. Within Minnesota the Northern Pacific operated lines to
Duluth, Taylor's Falls, Stillwater, and White Bear Lake. The company's
headquarters were located first in a building

See page 7:25, August 16, 2010
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Prince Street — south side from Broadway to Pine Street

15. HISTORIC NAME: Foley Brothers & Keliy Warehouse
ADDRESS: 308 Prince Street DATE: 1903
ARCHITECT: John Walter Stevens Contributing

Foley Brothers and Kelly Warehouse is a six-story, red brick building located at the southeastern corner of North
Broadway Street and East Prince Street. It is a Renaissance Revival Style building with sixteen bays placed along
Prince Street (north). The ground floor has a raised sandstone base and large windows separated by brick
pilasters adorned with simple capitals. Five ground-floor bays retain historic wood windows and the remained of
the ground floor openings have been filled with aluminum replacement systems. The raised first floor is accessed
by a non-original concrete loading dock. Window openings at the corners have arched headers; five entrances fill
window bays at this elevation. A stone belt course separates first floor from the upper floors. The bays of the
upper five floors are arranged with paired, double-hung wood replacement windows: windows are rectangular in
shape and have stone sills. The prominent galvanized metal cornice features dentils and modillions. The east and
west elevations repeat the finishes of the north elevation and each features six bays of windows. The east
‘elevation faces a surface parking lot (previously Pine Street) and due to the incline of the block, has a full
basement with three loading dock entrances. First floor wood windows at the east elevation are original. The
south elevation is faced with buff-colored common brick on a limestone base. A prominent brick chimney is at
the northeast corner of the flat roof.

Constructed in 1903, the Foley Brothers & Kelly Warehouse was designed by local architect, John Walter
Stevens (St. Paul Building Permit #40962). Foley Brothers & Kelly, wholesale grocers, were an outgrowth of the
earliest St. Paul wholesale grocers, Temple and Beaupre, established in 1853 (Williams 1983: 450). In 1863
Patrick H. Kelly purchased an interest in the firm and Beaupre and Kelly was established at Jackson Street until
the company moved to Third Street in 1868. The company moved to 152 East Third Street in 1872 and was
incorporated as P.H. Kelly and Company in 1875. The five-story warehouse burned in 1880 and was rebuilt.
Foley Brothers and Kelly Mercantile Company incorporated in 1896 with Timothy Foley (1838-1920) as
president, Patrick Kelly as vice-president and general manager, and Michael H. Foley (1845-1920) as secretary
(Flandrau 1900: 276). Foley Brothers and Kelly built the present six-story brick warehouse in 1903. Foley
Brothers incorporated in 1920 and remained in business on Prince Street until 1925 when the company moved to
University and Fairview Avenues. Foley Brothers and Kelly Warehouse contained a number of manufacturing
and wholesale businesses until 1990 when Artspace acquired the building and converted it into studio spaces and
53 affordable apartment units.(Lucas) ’
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by 6th, Wacouta, 5th and Sibley Streets. This parcel was given to the city by Robert Smith
before the land was platted in 1849. Smith was a real estate speculator from Illincis who re-
putedly never visited St. Paul. The land was designated '"public square" on the original plat,
though it was not landscaped as a park until the mid-1880's. It was named Smith Park, after
Robert Smith, until it was renamed Mears Park in 1974. An 1851 daguerrotype (published in
Ramsey County History magazine in 1979) taken from near the southwest corner of 3rd (now Kellogg
Boulevard) and Robert Street, looking toward Baptist Hill shows no buildings on the hill except
for the Baptist Church which was constructed in 1851. A legal agreement was made in 1851 which
enabled people to begin constructing buildings on the area which had been designated a "public
square' subject to any public easement or use of the property.

The 1850's was a decade of great expansion in Lowertown and the rest of St. Paul. Many
immigrants arrived in St. Paul by steamboat and wagon and settled in and around Lowertown, while
others moved to the outskirts of the expanding town. St. Paul was incorporated as a city in 1854
with a population of more than 4,000. Four years later, Minnesota became a state, which insured
the future of the capital city. St. Paul's population increased ten-fold from 910 in 1849 to
more than 10,000 in 1860. The tremendous growth of Lowertown and of St. Paul in the 1850's is
documented in a group of panaromic photographs taken in 1857 by a local photographer who stood
on the roof of the old courthouse, located on the block bounded by 4th, 5th, Wabasha and Cedar.
They were published in Ramsey County History in 1979. A view looking east toward Baptist Hill
shows many simple makeshift wooden frame.buildings of one to three stories in height. Houses,
barns, and hotels were interspersed with commercial buildings with little regard for modern
notions of zoning. The size and placement of buildings on each lot was irregular and incon-
sistent. Repeated fires in the Lowertown area in the 1850's led to the erection of some sub-
stantial limestone and brick commercial buildings, particularly in the southern part of the dis-
trict within a few blocks of the Mississippi River and 3rd Street (now Kellogg Boulevard), the
city's main commercial street in the late 19th century.

In the 1860's railroads began to have a tremendous impact on Lowertown. In 1862, after
years of planning, the first railroad line in the area made its initial run. It was the St. Paul
and Pacific Railroad (later the Great Northern) and it connected St. Paul with St. Anthony (now
part of Minneapolis), ten miles away. The first depot of this railroad line was located at the
foot of Rosabel Street (now Wall Street) according to some sources, and at the foot of Sibley
Street according to other sources. Most of the early railroad lines which came into St. Paul
travelled the marshy Trout Brook valley on tracks set on piles, but gradually a roadbed was
created. This railroad network expanded rapidly, and by 1872 there were fifteen railroad com-
panies operating in the State of Minnesota with about 2,000 miles of track. By the 1920's this
network encompassed over 9,000 miles of track within the state. In order to extend their track-
age, the railroads filled in a tremendous amount of marshy land and obliterated seven islands
which were located south and southeast of the present Union Depot.

Among the lines that travelled to and from St. Paul were the Minneapolis and St. Louis, the
Wisconsin Central, the Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific, the Minneapolis, St. Paul and Sault Ste.
Marie (the Soo line), the Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul and Pacific, and the Chicago, Burlington
and Quincy. The Northern Pacific and James J. Hill's Great Northern Railways were headquartered
in Lowertown, as were the St. Paul and Sioux City line which later merged into the Chicago, St.
Paul, Minneapolis, and Omaha, and the Chicago Great Western which originated in St. Paul. Histor
ian Henry Castle summarized the importance of the railroad to the development of St. Paul as
follows:

Substantially all Minnesota railroad building began at this city. By geo-
graphical position, and by the enterprise and liberality of its citizens,
St. Paul has become to the great northwest what Chicago is to the older
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too near town. The railroads had laid tracks on which noisesome en-
gines plied all day, and into the night. The beloved Trout Brook val-

ley rapidly losg prestige, and a movement was begun to newer and more
remote regions.

Today, little remains of the Lowertown residential area. Two exceptions are the First
Baptist Church (1875) at the corner of Wacouta and 9th Streets and the undistinguished
late Victorian brick house diagonally opposite the church which is the only surviving prlvate
residence in all of Lowertown. In addition, there are no extant structures within the
boundaries of the proposed Lowertown Historic District which have been documented as being
constructed before 1880.

Lowertown underwent a radical transformation in the 1880's and 1890's, changing from
a residential area with a cluster of commercial buildings near the Lower Landing, to the
wholesaling, manufacturing, and transportation center for the city. The jobbing and manu-
facturing output of St. Paul increased dramatically during this period. Where Minneapolis
became the milling center for the Upper Midwest, St. Paul became the manufacturing center.
Julian Ralph reported in an 1892 issue of Harper's New Monthly Magazine that:

" St. Paul in 1881 manufactured $5,466,000 worth of goods with which to
trade with the Northwest; in 1890 the sum had grown to $61,270,000., an
increase of three hundred percent in nine years. . . .It has made great
investments in the manufacture of clothing, boots and shoes, fine furni-
ture, wagons, carriages, farm implements, lager-beer, cigars, fur gar-
ments, portable houses for the settlers, dressed stone, boilers, bridges,
and the products of large stock yards. To a less, yet considerable ex-
tent, it manufactures crackers, candy, flour, bedding, foundry work,
sashes and blinds, harnesses, brass goods, barrels, brooms and brushes.
Its banks have a capital of $10,000,000; its jobbing trade amounted to
$122,000,000 in 1890.7

In 1890, Conde Hamlin discussed the Lowertown area in an article published in New England
Magazine:

The massive structures where lie supplies for the Northwest well nigh
shut the sunlight out of the narrow streets on which they stand. With
quiet dignity the immense trade goes on, but no casual passer-by would
suspect its extent. Near these warehouses are the railroad buildings,
the nerve centers for lines that feed thousands of miles of country:
but the visitor who passes their iron gates and walks their tiled halls
will have little conception of the magnitude of the interests they
represent. . . .The history of St. Paul is so short that it is_ largely
connected with business, for necessaries come before luxuries.

Lowertown continued to grow tremendously during the 1890's wuntil into the 1920's.
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Henry Castle Wrote in 1912 that:

Since 1890, the volume of importations has enormously increased, and the
jobbing trade as a whole, and all its branches has developed in leaps and
bounds. The "wholesale district" now embraces substantially the solid
section bounded by Jackson Street, Olive Street (east of Broadway), Third
Street (now Kellogg Boulevard), and Seventh...and with the whole of Third
Street below St. Peter practically givSn up to the wholesale fruit and
produce business of commission houses.

The physical and architectural character of Lowertown has not changed dramatically
since the early twentieth century. The vast majority of the extant buildings in the pro-
posed lLowertown Historic District were constructed in the last two decades of the nine-
teenth century and the opening two decades of the twentieth century. Many of the buildings
which are still standing in Lowertown were designed by St. Paul's most talented and most
successful architects. For these reasons, Lowertown is a showcase of St. Paul's commercial
architecture.. Among the eminent St. Paul architects who designed buildings in Lowertown
were Edward P. Bassford, Augustus Gauger, Cass Gilbert, Clarence H. Johnston, Sr., Clarence
H. Johnston, Jr., Louis Lockwood, the_ firm of Charles Reed and Allen Stem (Reed and Stem)
and J. Walter Stevens.

Edward P. Bassford (1837-1912) was one of the oldest St. Paul architects to design
buildings in lLowertown. He is said to have studied architecture in the office of Peabody
and Stearns in Boston before arriving in St. Paul in 1866. Bassford designed St. Paul's
first combined city hall and county courthouse in 1884-89 (razed ca. 1933), the buildings
at St. Joseph's Academy, and numerous commercial buildings in and around downtown St. Paul,
including the Germania Life Building (razed in the 1960's), and the Walsh Building on
East 8th Street. Bassford's lowertown designs include the Merchant's National Bank (now
McColl Building, 1892, an individual National Register property near the district), and
Griggs and Foster's Farwell, Ozmun and Kirk Building (now Tilsner Carton Company, 1894).

Augustus Gauger (1852-1929) was born in Germany and served an apprenticeship to a
Chicago architect before coming to St. Paul in 1875 where he was employed first by Edward
P. Bassford. Gauger designed numerous houses and schools in St. Paul, in addition to the
wonderfully ornate Constans Block (now the eastern part of Butwinick's Furniture) in Lower-
town.

Cass Gilbert (1859-1934) was educated at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and
worked for the prestigious New York firm of McKim, Mead and White before returning to St.
Paul in 1883. He practiced architecture in St. Paul with another M.I.T. student, James
Knox Taylor, until 1891 and maintained a St. Paul office until 1910 when he moved his entire
practice to New York City. He is Minnesota's best known architect and one of his most
widely acclaimed designs was the Minnesota State Capitol (1895-1905). He designed numerous
churches, houses, and commercial buildings in St. Paul, among them the Endicott Building
(1889) in Downtown. Gilbert designed at least four buildings in Lowertown.
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The Northern Pacific Railway General Office Building (1895, razed) was located on the pre-
sent site of the Gillette Company, at Broadway and Prince Streets. His three extant Lower-
town buildings are the Conrad Gotzian Shoe Company (now Milton Building, 1892), the Paul
Gotzian Building (now known as the Macaroni Building, 1895) and the Boston and Northwest
Realty Company Wacouta Street Warehouse (now Custom Display, 1893-94).

Clarence H. Johnston, Sr. (1859-1936) attended the Massachusetts Institute of Technol-
ogy briefly before beginning practice in St. Paul with William Willcox in 1883. Johnston
was a very prolific architect who designed houses, commercial and institutional buildings
throughout the §tate, including the Manhattan Building (now Empire Building), the Minnesota
Club, and the Wilder Charities Building, all in downtown St. Paul. He designed the Hackett
Block (now Halper Building) in 1890, and the Gordon and Ferguson Building (now Nalpak) in
1913, both located in Lowertown. His son, Clarence H. Johnston, Jr., designed a large
addition to the Finch, Van Slyck, and McConville Dry Goods Company (now Finch Building)
on Mears Park in 1923,

Louis Lockwood (1854-1907) was originally from England and attended Cambridge Univer-
sity. He came to St. Paul in about 1892, and lived here until his death. He designed
many houses and commercial building in the city though his only known Lowertown design
is the Weyerhauser-Denkman Building (now the Scheffer and Rossum Building) of 1901.

Allen H. Stem (1856-1931) practiced architecture in Indianapolis until 1884 when
he came to St. Paul. He designed the building which is now Seestedt Carpets on East
Sixth Street in Lowertown in 1889. 1In 1890 he formed a partnership with Charles Reed
which lasted until the latter's death in 1911. Together Reed and Stem designed numerous
monumental public and commercial buildings throughout the country, among them Grand Central
Station in New York, and the Hotel St. Paul. Reed and Stem designed the Crane Building
in Lowertown in 1904.

J. Walter Stevens (1857-1937) probably designed more buildings in Lowertown than any
other architect, though little is known of his early career or background. Stevens desigred
numerous houses in St. Paul, and many buildings at colleges and universities in the state.
Stylistically his Lowertown buildings range from the Richardsonian Romanesque to the Classi-
cal Revival, and they date from 1886 to 1907. They include the Noyes Brothers and Cutler
Wholesale Druggists Building (now Park Square Court) of 1886 with an addition made in 1908,
the Koehler and Hinrichs Building (now Margoles Leather Company) of 1891, the Powers Dry
Goods Company of 1892 which now houses the Globe Business College and other businesses,
the Konantz Saddlery Company (now Railroader Printing House) of 1893, the Fairbanks-Morse
Building (now H. Rosenthal Company) of 1895, and the George Sommers and Company Building
(now Control Data Corporation Business and Technology Center) of 1905, all of which are
located on Mears Park. Stevens was also the architect of the Tighe Building (now known
as the Cardozo Warehouse and soon to be renovated and renamed Broadway Center) of 1902,
and the Wells Fargo Express Company Building (now Johnson's Service Station) of 1907.

Several buildings in Lowertown were also designed by a Chicago architect, Charles
Frost (1856-1931), who was responsible for the design of three of the most important rail-
road buildings in the district--the Union Depot, the Railroad and Bank Building (now
Burlington Northern), and the Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis and Omaha Office Building
(now Northwest Building). Frost received his training at the Massachusetts Institute
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of Technology and in the office of Boston architects, Peabody and Stearns who designed the
James J. Hill mansion on Summit Avenue in St. Paul. He practiced architecture in Chicago
in partnership with Henry Ives Cobb from 1882 to 1898, and with Alfred Granger from 1898 to

1910, and on his own from 1910 until his retirement. The Frost and Granger firm specialized

in the design of railroad buildings. In addition to Frost's St. Paul buildings, he also
designed the Union Station in Omaha and various railroad buildings in Chicago.

With the onset of World War I Lowertown began a fifty year period of decline. During
the war, railroads were kept busy transporting armaments and supplies for the war effort.
Consequently, trucks were used increasingly to ship produce and goods. Where previously
many St. Paul businesses had located in Lowertown to be close to rail transportation,
after the war St. Paul's Midway District became increasingly important as businesses relo-

cated to be near the center of the local trucking industry. During the same period, street-

car use declined as automobile use became more widespread. 1In the late 1920's, in conjunc-
‘tion with a City Beautiful-inspired plan for St. Paul, many buildings on the south side of
Third Street were razed, the street was renamed Kellogg Boulevard in honor of Frank B.
Kellogg, and a landscaped mall was constructed on the crest of the Mississippi River bluff,
west of Lowertown.

From the 1920's through the mid-1970's some long established Lowertown businesses
closed their doors or moved out of the area. Other Lowertown property owners retained
their businesses during this period but neglected to maintain their buildings. Due
to some extent to this long period of economic stagnation in Lowertown, a remarkable num-
ber of buildings there have been preserved intact, often times as much out of default as
through a conscious preservation program. The first project to focus attention on the
revitilization potential of Lowertown was the renovation of the Merchant's National Bank
Building (now McColl Building) in the late 1960's. This was soon followed by the conver-
sion of the Noyes Brothers and Cutler Building into a complex of offices, shops, and
restaurants now known as Park Square Court, which is now undergoing its second renovation.
The city's Housing and Redevelopment Authority (H.R.A.) became involved in 1973 when
Mears Park was redesigned by William Sanders and renamed after Norman B. Mears, a St. Paul
businessman who spurred Lowertown redevelopment. The H.R.A. and City of St. Paul have
since encouraged renovation and development in Lowertown. In April, 1978 the Lowertown
Redevelopment Corporation was organized with the goal of creating "a place for people, a
highly livable urban village in the midst of the city, which will bring new jobs, housing,
commercial development, and year round activities to Lowertown and infuse the city with
renewed vitality."lO The Lowertown Redevlopment Corporation has planned and coordinated
the revitilization of Lowertown and has succeeded in attracting numerous developers to the
area. Where from 1968 to 1978 building permits issued for Lowertown structures totaled
only $9.4 million, from 1978 1981 about $70 million has been spent on renovation and
new construction in the area.

Future plans for the Lowertown area will incorporate solar energy and will link buil-
dings with St. Paul's district heating system which will recycle waste steam from power
generation into heat. The Lowertown Redevelopment Corporation is also committed to incor-
porating historic preservation with planned redevelopment activities in the area. It is
hoped that the creation of a National Register Historic District in Lowertown will stimu-
late interest in the preservation of Lowertown's rich history and architecture.
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