-

Brahma Yajnam 1

BrahmaYajnam

Central theme of Brahma Yajnam is to chant the Veda learnt. In the name of Brahma yajnam two activities are done.
The first part is chanting of the Veda leamt and the second part constitutes deva, rishi, pitru tarpanam. It appears
when Brahmins take bath in the river the tarpanam portion is done at that time itself.

1. Achamanam 2. Vighneswara dhyanam 3. Pranayamam 4. Sankalpam
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9. Beginning of the Yajnam - wash the front and back of both the hands while chanting the following mantra
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ql _H a al :"'“‘lﬂa'l’{ HRT@W? | Oh Parabrahman you are like lightening among the clouds

and you know the papam | have committed. Kindly transfom me from this leela of yours to sathya.

6. Preparation for the Yajnam: Sip water thrice as in achamanam without mantra, put water on the root of

right thumb and wipe the lips — do this twice and then wash the palm. Sprinkle water on left hand and the foot. Touch
the siras, right and left eyes, right and left nostrils, right and left ears and then the chest. Sit like the Acharyal — right
leg on top of the left leg. This sequence looks very simple however its benefits are extolled in the Vedas!

7. Beginning of Veda Parayanam — Keep both hands as in sankalpa and chant the following. The
chanting of Gayathri is done as was done during Brahmopadesa.
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The one who leads everyone, the very first devata invoked in all the yagyas, who is in the form of rithvik and hota and
who can bestow the best of wealths | bow to you oh Agni!
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?ﬁﬁ’r Il BR: 30 |l Oh cows and calfs, you give us homa dravyas and make us get involved in the worship of

parabrahman, please go in search of food and let Savithru devan provide you with fodder.
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Oh agni you have to come and accept our worship and take our offerings to the devas. With this in view kindly
manifest in the yagasala.
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Oh the devatas in charge of water you be like not only to quench our thirst but also fulfill our desires in every way and
with your blessings let us be happy without any sufferings.

Continue to chant a portion of the Veda learnt. Remember the portion completed and start from this the next day and
continue this in this fashion until all that is learnt is revised. Then the next cycle starts.

Note: For Harihi om in the beginning no anudata swara — though mentioned in many books — it is not correct!

8. ":{\"ig ﬁ% |(Take a little water on the palm and rotate the palm around the head)

9. Hg du: W&'Wll Cﬁ@ﬁ? Il (Chant this keeping the hands in anjali mudra)

10. End of the Veda Parayanam (Keep the hands in anjali mudra and chant the following mantra thrice)
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11. End of the Yajnam- wash the front and back of both the hands while chanting the following mantra
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q'[%(ﬁ‘j qaﬂﬁ 'J_T‘TIFI m EI?H‘?FTTFLII Oh Parabrahman you are like bountiful rain. Kindly

remove my papa karma. With this worship | am blessed with a glimpse of your permanent existence.

12. Deva Rishi Pitru Tarpanam:a:aﬁ-ﬂﬂ-a'iul' $R'@l ] Do Tt Yatsr

poured down through the
tip of the fingers except
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Deva Tarpanam — Do it with deva thirtha once after chanting each mantra
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Rishi Tarpanam — Keep the poonal as a garland and use rishi thirtha (repeat mantra twice and thus do tarpanam
twice) except at one place use Brahma thirtha as indicated — no deva thirtha at any place!

Rishi Thirtha: Water poured down through

b ~
§ g I8 ”{ I a ERRE mﬁ\‘\/ﬁﬁw' the left side of the right palm and right side of
the left palm.
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ﬁ’&'l?[\ ‘é\-a-':L W‘ﬁ\’ﬁ&qﬁﬁ | Take water in both hands and rotate by 90 deg. The left hand,

clockwise and right hand anti-clockwise simultaneously
keeping the thumb apart to pour down the water.

Brahma Thirtha: Water poured down

JRIUT IS I | (Brahma Thirtham) through the bottom of the palms.
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Pitru Tarpanam — Change the poonal to right shoulder — Pitru thirtham — chant thrice and do tarpanam three

fimes.

Pitru _ Thirtha: = Water
poured down through the
space between the
fingers and thumb of the
right palm.
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e For all tarpanams use both

Q‘-"‘J@, El":qg, Q‘?q'ﬂ Il (Pour all the remaining water chanting this) hands. ;

s A simple and enjoyable one
for kids — convenient for
elders is to keep water in a
basin and take water with

-~ both hands from it and pour

ﬂﬂi’ﬁ Cl1 qﬂﬁﬁ%ﬁ JEATcHAT dl %%" EIHET | it on floor or another basin!

e Buy a brass or copper basin

q;a_f\q s a %% iQTﬁ:l I for this purpose!

13. Samarpanam —(Bring the poonal to the normal position on left
shoulder and use fresh water)

Compiler’'s Notes

1. Brahmayajnam really implies chanting the Veda — however the act of doing tarpanam is also done along with it. It
appears that the tarpanam can be done independent of the Brahmayajnam. While Brahmins take their bath in the
river — the tarpanam is done along with that itself! (Ref: Dharma Sasthram by Vaidya Brahmasri S.V.

Radhakrishna Sastrigal)

2. The unique distinction of Brahmayajnam is that the basic procedure is mentioned in the Veda itself.
Sandhyavandanam, Samidhadanam etc. are from smrithis. In contrast for all Shroutha karmas, the procedure is
from Veda only. Although all Brahmins are expected to do Shroutha karmas, the practice of these has almost

become extinct.

3. Brahmayajnam is a Nithya karma and needs to be done daily (not just on avani avittam or after amavasya

tarpanam as it is practiced by many these days) after Sandhyavandanam or Madhyahnikam.

4. The main theme of Brahmayajnam is to chant the Veda learnt daily. You are advised to do it away from the
human habitation and in a place without the cover of a roof preferably near a pond or a river bank that is clean

and serene.

5. You are encouraged to chant it in a high pitched voice so that the sound mixes with the atmosphere!
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6. While chanting it in a house do the parayanam at a milder tone 8o that others do not haar it
7. Itappears that if one chants a prasna a day, in 82 days one can cover the Yajur Vedal

8. Those who have not leart the complete Veda but knows chants like Purusha sooktha, Rudram ete. can chant

these at the time of Brahmayajnam. It is said that chanting of Purusha Sooktha has the merit of chanting Veda
with its angas!

9. Normally Vedic learning is not to be done on Amavasya, Pournami, Prathamai, Ashtami, Chaturdasl, and also on
cloudy days! Even on those days during Brahmayajnam one needs to chant the Vedal

10. The Brahmyajnam needs to be done after sun rise and can be done after Sandhyavandanarm Itseif!
11. You are supposed to take food in the morning only after Brahmayajnam,

12. Deva, Rishi, Pitru tarpanam is done after this with a separate sankalpa. Sasthras say thal all should do the pitru
tarpanam as it is meant for generic pitrus. Many Vedic scholars do it that way only.

13 Someanaoftheview.matplu-utamanamlunonobodomﬂomhummm. Consult the elders in the
family or ask your Guru for a clarification and adhere to their advice.

Points for Discussion Acknowledgements.  Vedic Sanskrit software
courtesy : Prof. R. Kalyana Krishnan, iT Madras. |
1. Initems 5 and 11 there seems to be a change in the swara Verification  of mf' W. v"-". ::j
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— however the present compilation is correct. published by RK. Mutt, Chennai. Compiled by:

Prof. K. Ramesh, IIT Madras.

2. The way Gayathri is chanted is the way one has to do

Brahmaopadesam during Upanayanam.

3. Some say that the Gayathri chanted at the end should be chanted as:
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