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 VIEWPOINT
by Elin Lake Ewald, ASA

Why, Oh Why, Is He Doing This To Me?
I used to mutter this to myself when dragged to baseball games by my dad, who figured I must be as much of a fan as he was. Glori​ously engaged in the sport I was not, but at least I paid sufficient attention then to find that now it’s fun to go to baseball card and memo​rabilia shows. Sports nostalgia items have be​come so hot that it behooves all appraisers to know a little something about players, famous and obscure, who hit/kicked/threw/caught/tossed and generally handled the ball or puck at some point in American sports history. Even if you’re not enough of a specialist to appraise them, it’s helpful to be able to alert your clients to their potential value.
Let’s review some recent prices achieved at a Leland’s, New York, auction: $71,500 for a 1941 Ted Williams uniform worn by the base​ball legend when he became the last man to hit :400 in a season; $8,800 for the last ball of the 1927 World Series, inscribed by catcher Johnny Gooch; $6,600 for a 1962 Sandy Koufax Dodger jersey worn on the road; $3,025 for a well-worn Jimmie Foxx glove dating to when he was a member of the Philadelphia A’s, circa 1930; $2,750 for Julius Erving’s used Philadelphia 76ers home jersey; $16,500 for a much-photo​graphed coat worn by Babe Ruth during his later years when he was no longer playing ball. By the way, there are a growing number of sports hero museums opening nationwide; the latest, located in Citrusville, Florida, is devoted to the legendary Ted Williams, and there’s a museum in the works for golfing great Jack Nicklaus. 

At another, less successful auction, the first held by the New York Sports Museum and Hall of Fame, another Sandy Koufax shirt, game-​used and autographed, failed to sell for the estimated price of $70,000-80,000; a Walter Hagen presentation putter with a sterling head sold for $880, and a circa 1903 Brown’s perfo​rated rake iron went for $1,925; Jackie Robinson’s warm-up jacket with “Dadgers” across the front failed to find a buyer at the estimated $20,000-22,000, and a large photo of the start of the Jack Johnson/Stanley Ketchel 1909 fight in California went for $770. Prices were high, and publicity was scarce for this event.
At a sports memorabilia show last weekend we checked out an variety of prices for a vari​ety of souvenirs: An 1894 Baltimore “Champi​ons” team pin, $2,100; a 1972 Kaline game​-worn playoff uniform, together with a letter signed by AI, $3,200; a Topps refractor card of Don Mattingly, $225, of Jose Guzman, $25, and of Mike Piazza, $25; autographed picture by Hornung of the Packers, $12, of Sayers of the Bears, $16, and of Abdul Jabbar of the Lakers, $35; autographed baseballs by Fernandez, $18, and by Gonzalez, $30. Autographed baseballs by Hall of Famers, in general, range from $18​40 (these are the newly signed ones). It’s a big market out there for sports stuff, but be careful to differentiate between time-worn items that are actually tied into live performance events, and the made-for-the-market autographed balls, jerseys, and other related items. Baseball cards are a whole other subject, which we will ad​dress in the near future. 

Sign-Off
American history autographed manuscript collecting has jumped in leaps and bounds over the past quarter of a century. It’s predicted that, by next year, there will be at least twenty thou​sand serious collectors. Perhaps triggered by the wildly popular TV show, “The Civil War,” Sotheby’s and Christie’s both have clone well with Lincoln memorabilia. An autographed Lin​coln letter to Mrs. Governor French brought $45,000, and a signed photograph of the fa​mous president, with an extensive inscription written by him, found a buyer at over $160,000 at recent sales. An even bigger price was real​ized in Philadelphia at Freeman’s where a four​-page Washington letter sold for $170,500; in this letter George talks about Major L’Enfant and his “untoward” temper. At an auction at Pacific Book Auction galleries, a collection of 75 letters from a Confederate soldier went for $8,000, and an album of 250 cartes-de-visite of high-ranking Civil War officers went for $20,000.
At William Doyle Galleries, New York, autograph documents brought similarly high prices. A col​lection of 69 typed letters, signed by Dwight D. Eisenhower, sold for $7,762. And, as a sidebar, at a Waverly’s Americana memorabilia auction in Bethesda, Maryland, a “Silver Beaver” brown fedora, custom made for President Eisenhower, brought $1,700. 

On a less lofty note, you might be interested in glit and glamor memorabilia. A US maga​zine, signed by Cindy Crawford, is $95; a signed and matted Madonna, “Like a Prayer” album, $275; a two-for-one signed publicity 8 x 10 Winona Ryder and Johnny Depp photo, $125; a matted and signed Eddie Van Halen “Jump” 45-album, $95, and a signed and matted Rolling Stone magazine, autographed by Sharon Stone, $95. If her last two films had been hits it might have been more. 

Down And Out In Beverly Hills
It had to happen. You know the recession has moved to the Rodeo Drive area when Pawnbrokers for the Arts opened in Beverly Hills, providing quickie loans to hard-luck col​lectors. The owner of the pawn shop accepts as collateral prints by Warhol, Neiman, Erte and other blue-chip artists, handing out loans rang​ing up to $20,000. Loans average about $750, with the maximum term of five months, and interest rates are at two percent a month for artworks valued under $2,500, and four per​cent a month and up for loans above that sum. Typically, the loans are for 25% of the appraised market value of the paintings and prints. We didn’t find out who did the appraisals, but we suspect it’s the pawnshop owner, who once worked for an art gallery.
Just For The Record
In a newsletter sent out by the Costume Society of America, there’s mention of an exhi​bition at The Textile Museum in D.C., “What is an Oriental Carpet,” and a definition that might be helpful to appraisers. The newsletter states that “although the terms carpet and rug are often interchanged, in this exhibit carpets are defined as fairly large pile-weavings intended for use as floor coverings, while the term rug refers to a much wider variety of objects woven with or without pile, (and) originally made for any number of utilitarian purposes.” If you’d like a brochure with a glossary of terms and struc​tured diagrams call 202/232-7223. 
Artnews Abroad
Both Christie’s and Sotheby’s have held con​temporary Chinese sales in Hong Kong and Taipei, with favorable results for both in this arena of the art market. Some names you may want to familiarize yourselves with include: Chen Yifei, Xu Beihong, Zhang Daquian, and Wu Guanzhong (phonetic interpretation). 

At Christie’s first sale in Athens of 19th and 20th century paintings, Nicholaos Gygsis’ The Secret School brought the world’s record for a Greek picture at $781,250, double the previous record price. Giorgios Jakobides’ Children’s Symphony realized $322,916; Nikiforos Lystras’ The Pellah sold for $102,916, and Constantino Romanidis’ Setting on Fire of the First Ottoman Frigate found $$80,000. Although realizing somewhat lesser prices, works by contempo​rary and modern Greek artists achieved healthy prices, while interest in the works of foreign artists was less strong. It would appear that the nationalistic trends around the world may also mean greater activity by collectors within their own countries for art of their countrymen. This means that fine art appraisers must be aware of big values for artists heretofore unfamiliar to those of us practicing primarily in the USA. 

Jurassic Park It’s Not
Kovel’s newsletter mentions fake amber jew​elry that we’ve also noted in hotel stores. Molded over man-made plastic beads, and containing insects and flora, these fake amber beads, pins and rings can be seen in any number of tourist​ visited shops around the country. Of course, shop clerks swear they’re the real thing.
Not Exactly Toys For Tots
At Julia’s auctions in Massachusetts a series of collectors’ toys found eager buyers, with the top lot going for over $6,000 - a five-piece Blue Comet Lionel electric train featuring a 400E engine, one of the biggest the company ever made. All pieces were in their original boxes.  The top price in this sale for cast iron toys was $5,995 paid for a rare Arcade Buick coupe; a cast iron four-door Nash sedan by Kenton found almost as much at $5,720, while a cast iron “Spirit of St. Louis” went for $522.50. An​other Kenton, a green Jaeger cement mixer, sold for $1,100, and a green Bell telephone truck with a pole trailer was bid to $770. 

Gruesome Reminders
At a sale sponsored by Steven Fusco, in Warwick, Rhode Island, and featuring military collectibles, a World War II Nazi major general’s tunic, with medals, was purchased for $1,500, while a Panzer cap went for $250, an artillery cap found the same price, and a Red Cross Nazi dagger fetched $700. 

Expensive Edition
One of an edition of 12, a 22-inch high bronze sculpture by famed American sculptor Paul Manship, brought $45,000 at an F.O. Bailey auction in Maine. One of the reasons for the high price might be that at least nine of the other in the edition reside in museums. The Indian Hunter and his Dog was created in 1926. At the same sale a Winslow Homer black and white litho, Yachting Girl, brought $14,000, and a gouache of a flamingo by American naturalist Louis Agassiz Fuertes, 15 x 21 inches, was purchased by a gallery for $9,000.
Should We Change The Subject?
If there was any question as to the status of the Old Master market, and there really hasn’t been, it would have been dispelled at the es​tate sale of the late real estate magnate Peter Sharp. There had been some concern about whether or not the 20 paintings, bought at top retail prices during the late 80s boom, would sell at close to their high pre-sale estimates. But Sotheby’s needn’t have worried. Auction records for several artists were achieved when an oil sketch by Peter Paul Rubens sold for $1,652,500; Boy Drinking, an early work by Annibale Carracci, was bought by the Cleve​land Museum for $2,202,500; and a Jan Gossaert, Portrait of a Young Gentleman Hold​ing a Book, found $1,157,500. Said to have been previously offered by Sharp to dealers, the paintings found buyers among private col​lectors from Europe, the USA, and elsewhere. 

And a new record price for the 17th century Flemish artist, Joanne Parrino Mournet, was set at Doyle’s, New York, when Extensive Land​scape View with Manor House, 1696, went for a Whopping $750,500, considerably above the $50,000-70,000 estimate. The previous high for the artist had been $364,000, in 1988. The price was helped by the discovery right before the auction that this was an early topographical view of London. 

Collecting Compass
One definite trend is to the establishment of folk and outsider art as a viable market asso​ciated with big bucks. For the first time in memory, a major Sotheby’s sale featured out​sider art and the same art was the subject of the Outsider Art Show that drew enthusiastic crowds to the Puck Building in New York this month. Prices for the folk art paintings from the Sotheby’s sale of the Little collection were re​ported in the most recent issue of ASA Newsline, and they were astronomical prices indeed. It can be difficult to differentiate be​tween what’s legitimate outsider art, and what’s contrived for the market. Among the authentic outsider artists are Jon Serl, whose paintings ranged from $4,500-6,000; Morton Dial, in the $8,500 range; Alex Moldanado, $1,500-5,000. The bigger names in the Outsider Art category can command as much as $100,000, but they’re not yet in the classic folk art range, as wit​nessed by the 1925 oil on masonite work by John Orne Johnson Frost that brought $486,500 at the Sotheby’s sale. Age has its privileges. 

Victoria and George Reach Parity
At least the latest major silver sales demon​strate that the really great Victorian examples are sought after as avidly, and with as many dollars, as much fine Georgian silver, certainly a new trend within the past few years. 

At the Christie’s sale of the collection of Charles and the late Mary Grace Carpenter, a Gorham Martele silver flagon, designed by William Cadman for the Paris Exposition of 1890, sold for $96,000; a mixed metal and silver pitcher, designed by Edward Moore for Tif​fany & Co. in 1878, went for $51,750; a Tiffany tomato-vine pattern soup ladle found $1,265, and a matching crumber, $1,350; a five-piece Gorham tea and coffee service, decorated with elephant heads on the handles, 1881, fetched $40,250, while $20,700 bought a Gorham 1881 trompe l’oeil parcel-gilt silver handkerchief fruit plate.
Q: What’s In A Name? A: $10 Million
That’s the price for the Guggenheim Museum name change. New York real estate developer Samuel J. Lefrak and his wife, Ethel, made a hefty donation and got their names bronzed onto one of the world’s most famous 20th century monuments - the Guggenheim Museum - de​signed by master architect Frank Lloyd Wright in 1959. The $10-million gift is the largest cash donation the museum has gotten from an indi​vidual, and will go toward a general capital campaign drive aimed at paying back $54.9 ​million in bonds issued in 1989 for restoration of the building and the addition of a 10-story tower. 

Illustrating An Issue
The growing interest in illustration and comic art was evident at an Illustration House, New York, sale in which an N.C. Wyeth oil painting sold for $57,500. Originally a story illustration which appeared in the August 1914 edition of Scribner’s Magazine, the large work showed a captain lashed to his ship’s wheel during a storm. An illustration by Norman Rockwell for a 1933 Ladies’ Home Journal for “Will and Bill” by Wilbur Daniel Steele went for $16,000, and a J.C. Leyendecker Saturday Evening Post, March 31, 1923, showing a young woman kiss​ing a Cupid, sold for $21,000. Among the movie poster artwork was a Richard Amsel painting for Paramount’s 1974 film, Chinatown,that found $10,000. In the comic art category, a 1920s “Krazy Kat” Sunday page pen and ink drawing showing a duel between a duck and a dove, brought $7,000, and a “Little Nemo” Sunday page from 1909, in excellent condition, was hammered down at $19,000. And thus we end this month’s column on a comic note. 
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