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TAKE THE RIGHT APPROACH* 

Is there one "right" way to study the Bible? Is there a standard method 

we should adopt or a particular order we should follow? Which is the best 

technique? I recommend two basic approaches to studying the Bible:  

1. Read it like any other book.  

2. Read it unlike any other book.  

The first way to read the Bible is like we would any other book. Likewise, 

when we read a book from the Bible, we should seek to understand the 

author and his message in the context of ancient history and culture. When 

we consider the importance of language, culture, and context, our 

understanding is enhanced and we can save ourselves from painful 

misinterpretations and misrepresentations of the text.  

We should also study the Bible unlike any other book. It is, after all, the 

living Word of God and should be treated as such. We must interact closely 

with this "book of books," allowing our lives to be examined by the piercing 

white light of its probing truth. Unlike other books, we don't read the Bible 

merely for information. Instead, we seek to respond to its commands, heed 

its warnings, and apply its precepts to our lives. We want to be encouraged 

by its promises, corrected by its admonitions, and transformed by its 

amazing truth. 

As you systematically study God's Word, you will begin to form a 

framework of truth by which to live. This grid will help you make decisions 

and discern between what is best and what is merely good. This process 

doesn't happen overnight, but as you weave God's truth into the fabric of 

your personality, you will transform your life forever. You'll find that your 

perspective becomes clearer and more stable as you add to your spiritual 

knowledge "precept upon precept, line upon line" (Isaiah 28: 10). The truth 

will liberate you as it confronts old habits and exposes your inner motives. 

You'll become wiser as you learn both what is pleasing and displeasing to 

God.  
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Reading and Retaining  

It's a fact of our humanity that we retain only a small percentage of what 

we read. If we want to increase our retention and ultimately our 

understanding we must interact with what we read until it becomes a part 

of us. I've found that a simple, three-step process can greatly enhance our 

comprehension and retention. These easy-to-follow steps are observation, 

interpretation, and application. I suggest you commit them to memory right 

now.  

Observation is simply opening your eyes to what the text is saying. If you 

skim too quickly, you'll overlook important details. Take time to read 

and reread the text until it becomes familiar. Observe everything you 

can and make a note of certain things that stand out: Who is writing 

this? Who was the original audience for this information? What is the 

setting? What time did it happen? Who is involved?  

Interpretation involves opening your mind to what the text means. Review 

your observations, paying attention to key words, themes, and 

principles. It may also help to paraphrase the text (rewriting it on paper 

or in your mind). As you put the passage in your own words, you'll move 

beyond the facts and begin to grasp the meaning of the text.  

When you open your heart to what the text means to you and start to 

personalize the truths you uncover in Scripture, you've begun the 

process of application. The focus here is on what God is saying to you 

specifically through what you have read. Is He calling you to stop some 

behavior or change your attitude about something? Is He inspiring you 

to start living in a particular way? Is He calling you to a more intimate 

relationship with Him?  

As you assimilate the principles, prohibitions, commands, and 

encouragements found in Scripture, God's Word will come alive.  
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As you observe, don't lose yourself in the details. Sometimes you may 

sense the Holy Spirit "pressing" a certain truth upon you and it's important 

to be sensitive to those promptings but otherwise try to divide your time 

proportionately across the entire passage or section you are studying. This 

will keep you "balanced" as well as stimulate you to enjoy parts of the Bible 

that you might ordinarily skip over.  

Also, don't get hung up on all the steps you have to remember. It may 

appear at this point that we're only making Bible reading more complicated, 

which translates into being less enjoyable. Not so! After a while these 

instructional steps will become second nature to you and you'll find the Bible 

becoming more interesting and much more pleasurable to read. 

Now jot down your observations as you work your way through the six 

journalistic questions. Like an investigator who arrives on the scene after an 

incident has occurred, you are trying to determine exactly what is going on 

in the passage. Not everything you read and notice will be of equal 

importance in learning the vital meaning of the passage. But you'll soon 

learn what's important and what can be passed over. Your diligence, along 

with prayerful dependence on the Holy Spirit, will soon yield spiritual 

treasures that you'll enjoy for a lifetime. 

 

1. WHAT? There are a number of ways to phrase this question, but 

let's look at three examples:  

What happened in the story?  

What are the main ideas expressed?  

What is the literary form? Is it narrative, telling a story? Is it poetic, like 

the book of Psalms or Job? Is it a letter, like many of the books in the 

New Testament? Is it prophetic, like Daniel and many of the books in 

the Old Testament? Or is it didactic, meaning "designed or intended to 

teach," like Jesus' Sermon on the Mount? 
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2. WHEN?  

When do these events take place?  

3.WHERE?  

Where did these events take place?  

What is the geographical setting?  

4.HOW?  

This may be harder to discover, but a little patience and keen 

observation will help to make your exercise more interesting.  

5.WHO?  

Who is involved in this passage?  

6.WHY?  

We can apply this question several ways.  

Why did God have Adam name all the animals now?  

Why did God take Woman from Adam’s side?  

Why did Moses write this account? Are there any clues here?  

 

You can see that by asking investigative questions, we gain insight 

into what the Holy Spirit was trying to convey through the original 

authors of the Bible. This is part of the illumination process-the Spirit of 

God revealing the Word of God to the people of God. You can also 

experience the joy of discovery as you uncover for yourself what God 

has revealed in His Word. It's one of the most pleasurable endeavors 

you'll ever undertake. Nothing else can quite compare!  

 

 

*Excerpts from “How To Study The Bible and Enjoy It” By Skip Heitzig 

 


