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going out

Sleazy listening: DJ Harvey plays London for the first time in a decade

T
he party of the month, 
even the year, is the return 
of DJ Harvey. he looks 
like the missing link 
between Terry Richard-

son and Bo’ Selecta!’s Lillian Tyler 
but he’s prime cult DJ property, a 
disco provocateur with a sound as 
sleazy as his moustache. The Cam-
bridge-born DJ’s name isn’t famil-
iar because he hasn’t played in 
Britain for ten years, though his 
hiatus has contributed to his near-
legendary status.

Such a reputation isn’t unduly 
deserved: at his club night Moist in 
the early 1990s, harvey introduced 
London to influential New York DJs 
such as Larry Levan and François K. 
And in the US, where he’s lived for 
a decade, he’s had similar under-
ground success with his Sarcastic 
Disco warehouse all-nighters, eclec-
tic exercises in Balearic boogie, 
sultry disco, proto-techno and US 
garage, not to mention stamina.

he’ll be recreating his adult party 
with the help of the Red Bull Music 
Academy at two special British 
dates: he plays Manchester’s Ware-
house Project next week and, 
tomorrow, warehouse venue Oval 
Space in London Fields. The hype 
surrounding them is as deafening as 
the rig RBMA is lugging in spe-
cially for the London leg. Dance 
connoisseurs won’t want to miss it.

If you didn’t get a ticket for DJ 
harvey, head to Dalston for the 
return of the Mac – Fleetmac 
Wood, that is, the country’s only 
night dedicated to the sounds of 
Stevie Nicks and co’s cult 1970s 
band. After a superb launch in June, 
they’re back with a Crystal Visions 
special, where they’ll be making 
the most of Visions Video Bar’s 
stacks of retro TVs to screen vin-

tage Mac visuals. DJ duo Psyche-
magik, Roxanne Roll, yacht rock-
ers Smooth Sailing and Mojo Filter 
will spin an ‘uncompromising’ six 
hours of Fleetwood re-edits on a 
disco, house and cosmic tip.

You’ll find the ultimate marathon 
rave, however, at Fabric, which is 
opening for a non-stop 30 hours 
for its 13th birthday on Saturday. 
The Farringdon hotspot is still one 
of the best places to grab a fresh 
scoop of future dance music. The 
likes of US house and techno inno-
vators Marcellus Pittman, Omar-S, 
DJ Sneak, Levon Vincent and the 
Visionquest crew will all be 
appearing. Stick it out, though, and 
you may need scooping off the 
floor too.

For a birthday that bounces to an 
alternative beat, Gypsy Hotel cel-
ebrates six bourbon-soaked years 
at The Lexington. Their rambuc-

tious night of voodoo rock’n’roll 
and swamp blues boasts live sets 
from hipbone Slim And The Knee 
Tremblers and The Great Malarkey 
alongside performances from bur-
lesquers Roxy Velvet and Miss 
Banbury Cross, while DJ Scratchy 
rounds it off on the decks. Fuelling 
the fun, there’ll be free shots for 
the first 50 people through the 
door. Kate Hutchinson
Tomorrow, RBMA presents DJ 
Harvey, Oval Space.  
www.redbullmusicacademy.com
Tomorrow, Fleetmac Wood presents 
Crystal Visions, Visions Video Bar. 
www.facebook.com/fleetmacwood
Sat to Mon, Fabric’s 13th  
Birthday, Fabric.  
www.fabriclondon.com
Sat, Gypsy Hotel’s Sixth Birthday, 
The Lexington.  
www.thelexington.co.uk

clubs
RBMA presents DJ Harvey +  
Fleetmac Wood +  
Fabric 13th Birthday +  
Gypsy Hotel Sixth Birthday
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TERROR 2012: ALL IN 
THE MIND
The annual round-up of new, 
short, horror-based drama 
returns for its ninth season 
with an evening that promises 
psychological thrills and weird 
cabaret oddities
Tonight until Nov 3, Soho Theatre.  
www.sohotheatre.com

GIG
HOT CHIP
Alexis Taylor 
(pictured right), 
Joe Goddard and 
the rest of the 
lovable indie/dance 
pop act return for two 
London gigs, supported by 

Rustie today and Django 
Django tomorrow
Tonight and tomorrow,  
Brixton Academy.  
www.o2academybrixton.co.uk

FREE LONDON
SNEAKING INTO 
FASHION
This sports shoe showcase 
invites you to check out  

some of the most 
important trainers 

ever, from Mo 
Farah’s gold medal-
winning Nikes 
to Kanye West’s 
‘Yeezy’ pair

Until Oct 28,  
North Hall, Covent 

Garden Piazza.  
www.coventgardenlondonuk.com 

cabaret oddities
Tonight until Nov 3, Soho Theatre.  
www.sohotheatre.com
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A mysteriously closed door 
marks the start of this 
exhibition; open it and you’ll 
find yourself falling down the 
rabbit hole and straight into 
the bonkers brain of British 
photographer Tim Walker. A 
Spitfire has crashed into the 
gallery; oversized insects play 
instruments; and a skeleton 
looms overhead, knocking its 
skull on the ceiling. These 
enormous props sit alongside 
175 photographic prints and 
reflect Walker’s ambitious and 
fantastical imagination.

His shoots for the likes 
of Vogue and Vanity 
Fair are more fine art 
than fashion: Walker  
is concerned with 
conjuring his fairy tale-
like visions rather than 
showcasing clothes, 
even if they are by the 
world’s best designers.

His commitment to making 
each vision a reality, without 
help from Photoshop, is 
demonstrated in this free 
exhibition, which shows 
behind-the-scenes footage 
alongside props and images. 
Together, these three elements 
sum up Walker’s instinct for 
finding incredible set designers, 
artists and filmmakers, as well 
as his search for models and 
well-known names that can 

bring an element of theatre  
to set.

Agyness Deyn, Tilda Swinton 
(pictured above) and David 
Lynch all reveal themselves 
through performance in 
Walker’s photographs, just as 
the photographer himself 
exposes the immense scale of 
his seductively crazy creativity.

Zena alkayat
Until Jan 27, Somerset House, 
WC2. www.somersethouse.org.uk


