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Handwritten text features prominently in Han-
nah Verlin’s art as both repetitive texture 

and content.  Some writing- is original, but most 
is transcribed from historic records, letters, col-
lected data, etc.   Although, the writing is nearly 
illegible it imbues the art with the significance of 
the source material and the compulsive energy 
of the writing process.  The very act of writing by 
hand transforms what were just words into a kind 
of prayer and remembrance, to create an inti-
mate connection with what was once remote.

With Fates & Furies: America, Verlin explores the 
mythic sagas of American history.  She takes ship-
ping manifests from the 19th century New Bed-
ford whaling fleet and turns them into a bloody 
whale carcass --- vital records of pre-Revolution-
ary Boston become a heart beat—and “The 
Battle Hymn of the Republic” spills out like a river 
of blood.   This body of work takes historic events 

and examines them not as facts un-
folding, but as stories that go to the 
root/route of American identity.  Verlin 
asks viewers to re-examine their own 

world-view and to discover how history contin-
ues to reverberate within them.

Verlin received her BFA from the School of the 
Museum of Fine Arts in 2005.  In addition to gal-
lery based art, she has created many site-specif-
ic and temporary public works throughout New 
England.  In 2011 the Massachusetts Cultural 
Council awarded her a Fellowship in Sculpture/
Installation and she received a Fellowship in Vi-
sual Art from Somerville Arts Council.  She lives 
and works in Somerville, MA

Fates & Furies: America will show concurrently 
with work by Benjamin S. Cariens.

Images are available upon request.  For more 
information please contact:

When She Saw What She Had Done (2013, Ink on paper )
Text: Lizzie Borden Jump Rope Rhyme (traditional)/Photography: Andy Pickering
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