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Trinity Sunday

Cathedral  
2012       8am and 10am      Rev. Linda
(bracketed, italicised words for inclusion at 10am Baptism service)

May I speak in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen
Yes, I’ve pinched the Dean’s lovely introduction to sermons….I hope he doesn’t mind….but very appropriate for today.

I want to begin today by dobbing in the Dean……he tricked me into preaching today…As we discussed the preaching roster, he suggested I preach on Trinity Sunday…..Trinity Sunday!…one of those Sundays in the church’s year where the preacher might well be stretched, challenged and confounded, but, nevertheless, attempts to deliver for the listeners a revelation and some amazing insight into the mystery that is the Trinity……I suggested that he should ask the Bishop to preach!! So off Dean John went to ask if Bp. Andrew would happen to be free to preach on Trinity Sunday…..he was not free for Trinity Sunday(how convenient) but nominated another Sunday in the month when he was able to……so then, looking at the Sundays in June, John said that he’d preach on the 3rd Sunday which left the 1st Sunday and so, quite innocently, the Dean asked if I’d preach on the 1st Sunday and I said, “Yes, that will be fine” and then, quick as a wink, rubbing his hands together he said “Great! That’s Trinity Sunday”!....so here I am.

How blessed I am to have another opportunity to outline to you all in detail the intricacies of the mystery of the Trinity…..(especially today when we gather together to baptise and welcome little Paige in the name of the Trinity…..Jesus told his disciples to go out into all nations and baptise in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit…..)

As I recall, the former Dean might well have been a bit tricky too because, you might remember that I delivered last year’s Trinity Sunday address……you might recall that I’d come up with the perfect, most simple explanation of the Trinity by way of a mathematical formula……this was it (1 x 1 x 1 = 1)…………………………who could argue with that? …. so I should just go and sit now because there’s nothing else to say…….But is it indeed as simple as that? 

The story is told of St Augustine of Hippo, a great philosopher and theologian. He was preoccupied with the doctrine of the Blessed Trinity. He wanted so much to understand the doctrine of one God in three persons and to be able to explain it logically. One day he was walking along the sea shore reflecting on this matter….the mystery of the Trinity. Suddenly, he saw a little child all alone on the shore. The child made a hole in the sand, ran to the sea with a little cup, filled her cup with sea water, ran up and emptied the cup into the hole she had made in the sand. Back and forth she went to the sea, filled her cup and came and poured it into the hole. Augustine drew up alongside and said to her, “Little child, what are you doing?” 
She replied, “I am trying to empty the sea into this hole.” 
“How do you think,” Augustine asked her, “that you can empty this immense sea into this tiny hole and with this tiny cup?” 
She answered back, “And you, how do you suppose that with your small head you can comprehend the immensity of God?”  With that the child disappeared.
The doctrine of the inner relationship of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit in such a way that each of them is fully and equally God, yet there are not three Gods but one, cannot be fully comprehended by the human mind. It is a mystery.

Now, if you came here this morning expecting me to present to you  a clear and elaborate presentation of the doctrine of the Blessed Trinity, well, you’ll be sadly disappointed, I’m afraid. Perhaps you thought, through the reading of scripture, the concept of the Trinity might be revealed, outlined and explained……. 
In fact, the doctrine of three persons in one God, equal in divinity yet distinct in personality, is not explicitly spelt out in the Bible. In fact the very word “Trinity” is not found in the Bible. Early Christians arrived at the doctrine when they applied their God-given reasoning to the revelation which they had received in faith. Jesus, the Son, spoke about the Father who sent him and about the Holy Spirit whom he was going to send. He said that the Father had given him (the Son) all that he has and that he in turn has given to the Holy Spirit all that he has received from the Father. In this we see the unity of purpose among the three persons of the Trinity.

In the story of salvation we usually attribute                                                                           * creation to the Father,                                                                                                           * redemption to the Son and                                                                                                       * sanctification to the Holy Spirit. 
Nevertheless, though they are distinct as persons, neither the Father nor the Son nor the Holy Spirit ever existed or exists or acts in isolation from the other two persons of the Godhead…..You’ll remember that it is at Jesus’ baptism that the three persons of the Trinity were mentioned….in fact had starring roles……the Son Jesus, of course being baptised, the booming voice of God the Father speaking …..and the Spirit descending in the form of a dove……the three persons of God with equal billing in the same scene!! 
It seems to me there are two mistakes people commonly make about the idea of the Trinity, which I hope you will now be able to recognise are mistakes. One is that the doctrine of the Trinity is some sort of rarefied theological speculation, the kind of thing theologians amuse themselves with in their studies, but nothing to do with real Christian life. On the contrary, the doctrine of the Trinity is what we must believe if we are really to grasp that amazing truth of the Gospel: that God himself in his love has really come into our world as Jesus Christ and that God himself in his love has really come into our own experience as the Holy Spirit. 
The other mistake is to think that in a mere formula - the Trinity(1x1x1=1) - we've got God within the grasp of our minds, as though now we actually understand God. Not at all……I don’t know about you, but I will never hope fathom the greatness and wonder of God….but that’s OK, neither did St Augustine…. The doctrine of the Trinity takes us into the mystery of who God is, but it does not explain or dispel the mystery….the numinous. When we know God as Trinity we truly know God, but we by no means understand God………and again, I don’t know about you, but it’s the mystery, the intrigue, the wonder of it all that, by faith, draws me and holds me and leads me closer to this God I’ll never really fully fathom. 

This three-in-one God, God the Trinity, is, for me, the wonder and magnificence we try to comprehend in the Father person, the Creator who loved us so much he gave his Son… it’s the love we find in Jesus Christ, the Redeemer and it’s again the love and guidance experienced through the power of the Holy Spirit, the Sanctifier. God the Trinity is the mystery of love we can experience but never understand……many have tried to describe the indescribable…..you need only delve into the Creeds……especially the Athanasian Creed or the first of the Articles of Religion…We just have to believe and acknowledge the threeness of God…the tripartite nature of God…..even the apostle Peter tried…….
Jesus said, “Whom do men say that I am?”
And his disciples answered and said, “Some say you are John the Baptist returned from the dead; others say Elias, or other of the old prophets”.

And Jesus answered and said, “But whom do you say that I am”?

Peter answered and said, (deep breath) "Thou art the Logos, existing in the Father as His rationality and then, by an act of His will, being generated, in consideration of the various functions by which God is related to his creation, but only on the fact that Scripture speaks of a Father, and a Son, and a Holy Spirit, each member of the Trinity being coequal with every other member, and each acting inseparably with and inter-penetrating every other member, with only an economic subordination within God, but causing no division which would make the substance no longer simple."

And Jesus answering, said, "What?"

Please don’t get me wrong…..the Holy Trinity is no joke……it’s a wonderful mystery that our God is a three-in-one God……Father, Son and Spirit….separate but one….one but three.
And it’s no accident that later we’ll say (or sing) “Holy, Holy, Holy” We say (or sing) it three times.  ….. three times in the name of the Holy Trinity - the Creator, the Redeemer, the Sanctifier; (and little Paige, will be, as Jesus commanded, baptised in the name of the same holy and blessed Trinity)….the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
May the Trinity be with you…..  Amen.

