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David dances before the Lord 
2 Samuel 6:1-19 

 
I don’t often preach on the Old Testament reading of a Sunday, but today I make an 
exception, because, buried within this reading is a wonderful message of celebration and I 
love a good party! Today’s message is about David’s celebration as the recovered Ark of the 
Covenant is brought back to Jerusalem. The Ark had been regarded, since Moses’ time, as 
the dwelling place of God in the midst of His people. After many years in captivity it is 
brought home to the nation’s capital with great rejoicing. 
 

Three times, this reading emphasises the singing and dancing with which the Ark of the 
Lord was brought to the tent which David had erected for it on Mount Zion. 
  

Michal, David’s wife and the daughter of King Saul, had a bit of a negative reaction to 
David’s dancing in the streets. She frowned upon this primitive display. Some may have 
interpreted this reading as if David might have revealed a little too much of himself as he 
kicked and danced his way through the streets wearing very little. But what happened, in 
fact, was that David saw the return of the Ark as a joyous but solemn occasion. And he saw 
it unfit for himself to wear his royal garments, and instead he wore a very simple garment, an 
ephod. 
 

David’s dancing may have been part of a prolonged and complex liturgical procession. The 
details are long lost, but its intensity remains in the description of David’s whirling and 
leaping. But despite the celebratory aspects, David might well have been terrified of the 
power of this Ark should anything go wrong before he got it home, especially considering 
Uzzah’s demise when he’d reached out to stop the Ark from slipping off the cart. (I wonder 
why those who loaded the ark on the cart didn’t receive the same treatment from God, 
having had to touch it?) 
 

Nevertheless, Michal who purportedly loved David very much, seemed to be really angry 
about David’s perceived impropriety. However, we must look at the context in which this 
celebration takes place. God had turned his face against King Saul and He had blessed David 
and promised him a Kingdom and a Covenant that would last forever. That’s part of the 
story in Samuel. It is not surprising that Michal would come to despise her husband David, 
because he was about to take her father’s throne, and she knew it. 

  
A further point can be made that David’s first and deepest allegiance was to God. And he 

saw it only fitting to dance in celebration of the God who had chosen him and his 
descendants to be a covenant partner forever. David felt it to be inappropriate to come 
before God as the King of Israel; rather he came as a common servant and partner with the 
people of God, acknowledging the kingship and rule of God in Israel. In this context, as I 
have previously mentioned, he perceived his royal garments to be an impediment to worship 
God in humility and truth. 
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When God calls us to be His covenant partners we are wise to remove all impediments 
that may stand between God and us. Rather than elevating ourselves before God, we are 
called to humility and awe before the God who has saved us. God is King and He deserves 
our humblest devotion and praise. In view of all this, I feel I should shed these beautiful 
liturgical garments as I come to worship, and maybe we shouldn’t wear our “Sunday best” to 
church, perhaps jeans or trackies would be more in order! Of course I jest. I believe it is the 
internal impediments that stand between us and God that one needs to acknowledge and 
shed in order that we come before our God with proper humility and awe. 

 
When we talk about David dancing in the streets we might relate this to some stories we 

hear about some communities in the African Independent Churches. Our African brothers 
and sisters are much more expressive in their worship than most people in our Western 
churches are. They often dance and sing on their way to church on Sunday morning, some 
travelling five or ten miles each way, dancing every step. 

  
I wonder how our faith might be affected if we sang and danced our way to church? And I 

wonder how would non-church people perceive us? They would think we had fallen and 
bumped our heads, or perhaps they’d think we’d had wine instead of milk on our Corn 
Flakes for breakfast!  

 
It’s not that we have no reason to celebrate our faith. Indeed, we have a lot of reason to 

celebrate and give praise to God. “The Ark of God’s Covenant” has been in our midst, so to 
speak. We know the love of Jesus Christ, and we know that God is still at work in our lives. 
Plenty of reason for us to kick up our heels! 

 
This calls for an unreserved celebration of our faith. As we celebrate and rejoice before 

God, as David and the Israelites did, we pass on the inheritance of our faith to generations yet 
to come. Our children and grandchildren will see what it is that is most important to us. 
Therefore, I reckon we should have the freedom to express more openly and intentionally 
our love of God in our lives and in our worship. Now I don’t mean that we should become 
what some would call “happy/clappy,” though I guess some people choose to express 
themselves that way and that’s OK for them. I’m not exactly suggesting that you “rock and 
roll” on the way to church or do the wahtoozie on the way back to your seat from 
Communion, but it would be my prayer that you feel the joy within our worship and that 
that joy would remain with you. 

 
We are chosen by Jesus Christ to celebrate God’s love and grace toward us. We are invited 

to be expressive in our gratitude toward God. The Christian life is a life of joy and 
celebration.  

 
When our lives are touched by the love of God, His grace flows into this world through 

the channel of our love, healing it, straightening its twistedness, mending its brokenness, and 
enlightening its darkness. That is the celebration of the Christian life: to touch the lives of 
others and so invite them to experience the blessings of God. 
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Our Lord invites us to be intentional about our celebration of God’s grace. It would be 
great if we could express God’s praise with every breath we take. Let us be a people who 
celebrate the goodness of God and the joy of being his children.  

 
May God’s Spirit enable us to be free in our celebration of the one who saves us and who 

dwells in our midst. 
 
The Lord be with you.  
 
Rev. Linda 
St Paul’s Cathedral, Bendigo 
15th July, 2012  



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-ItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPSMT
    /Webdings
    /Wingdings2
    /Wingdings3
    /WorldWisdomFont
    /WorldWisdomFont-Bold
    /WorldWisdomFont-BoldItalic
    /WorldWisdomFont-Italic
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /ENA ()
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


