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FAQs about GA-1327: BECOMING A PEOPLE OF GRACE AND WELCOME TO ALL 

Why this resolution? 
Twenty Disciples congregations submitted this resolution because they have discovered that practicing the 
inclusive welcome of the Gospel has become for them a  wonderful  expression  of  God’s  unfolding  reign  of  peace  
and justice. 

It's great to be welcoming, but can't we just say "Everyone is welcome?" 
As one African-American  woman  Disciple  said  at  our  General  Board  meeting,  "If  you  don’t  name  me,  I  don’t  know  
you’re  talking  about  me." 

And why does this resolution focus on LGBT persons? 
Churches tell LGBT persons that they aren’t  welcome in direct and indirect ways. Rejection of LGBT people has led 
to a great deal of harm, especially to our young people: bullying, homelessness, substance abuse, and even suicide. 

But can't LGBT people change? 
This isn't a debate about whether LGBT people can change. Even the former president of Exodus International, 
who still believes that LGBT people should change, has apologized for the harm his ministry has done and stated 
that  "My  beliefs  about  these  things  will  never  again  interfere  with  God’s  command  to  love  my  neighbor  as  I  love  
myself." 

Will churches lose members, or even entire congregations leave the Disciples, because of 
this? This creates conflict, doesn't it? 
Perhaps, but a better question to ask would be how do we best embody our mission: "We are Disciples of Christ, a 
movement  for  wholeness  in  a  fragmented  world.  As  part  of  the  one  body  of  Christ,  we  welcome  all  to  the  Lord’s  
Table as God has welcomed us." Many churches have found that the conflict was not as great as feared, and the 
rewards of welcome well worth the journey. Without a clear statement of welcome, we ensure that many of our 
neighbors will never step foot in our churches, and thus we lose many members before they enter our doors. 

Does this resolution tell churches what to think about homosexuality? Is this telling people 
what to think? Disciples don't do creeds or tests of faith!  
This is a Sense of the Assembly Resolution which explicitly does not question the faith of those who disagree. This 
resolution  makes  that  clear  when  it  states  that  we  welcome  "all  God’s  children  though  differing  in  …  political  
stance or theological perspective." 

Does this resolution declare our church Open & Affirming? 
No. When a ministry declares itself Open & Affirming it commits itself to accepting and affirming LGBT persons and 
their relationships as they are without teaching that such relationships are sinful and contrary to Christian 
teaching. This resolution does not do that. In fact, the General Assembly does not have the authority to do that. 

Does this resolution tell churches whom to accept as members, or whom to ordain and hire? 
Telling churches what to do isn't the Disciples way! 
No. These rights are granted by The Design of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) to the congregations. 

What effect does this resolution have on the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)? 
Since membership in a local congregation extends unqualified membership to the regional and general church, this 
resolution reminds us that all members of any congregation of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
everywhere are welcome when we gather and serve together as the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
anywhere.
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FAQs about GA-1327:  
BECOMING A PEOPLE OF GRACE AND WELCOME TO ALL 
Sense-of-the-Assembly Resolution 

Why this resolution? 
Twenty Disciples congregations along with the GLAD Alliance and the Pacific Southwest Region Chapter 
of GLAD have submitted this resolution to the General Assembly. These congregations have discovered 
that practicing the inclusive welcome of the Gospel has become a wonderful expression of hope in the 
future  of  God’s  unfolding  reign  of  peace  and  justice, one that sees the movement of the Holy Spirit as 
expansive and inclusive, challenging us to be more and more welcoming to all those whom God has 
created. Indeed, the book of Hebrews commands us "Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for 
by doing that some have entertained angels without knowing it" (Heb 13:2). 

It's great to be welcoming, but can't we just say "Everyone is welcome?" 
Simply saying "all" is not sufficient. For example, the U.S. Civil Rights Act and Canadian Human Rights Act 
recognize that after hundreds of years of oppression, it isn't sufficient  to  say,  “Ok.  Everybody’s  equal  
now.” Both provide explicit lists of who is protected. 
Even Paul gave us a list of who is welcome: "There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or 
free, there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus" (Gal 3:28). 
Or, as one African-American woman Disciple said at our General Board meeting, "If  you  don’t  name  me,  
I  don’t  know  you’re  talking  about  me." 

And why does this resolution focus on LGBT persons? 
Jesus told us that the second greatest commandment is "You shall love your neighbor as yourself" (Mark 
12:31). Churches  tell  LGBT  persons  that  they  aren’t  welcome in direct and indirect ways, often including 
congregations and ministries of our own Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). Because rejection by 
churches has led to a great deal of harm, a direct word of welcome is necessary for the Disciples to live 
up to our mission statement: "We are the Disciples of Christ, a movement for wholeness in a 
fragmented  world.  As  part  of  the  one  body  of  Christ,  we  welcome  all  to  the  Lord’s  Table  as  God  has  
welcomed us." Scripture reminds us that Christ "has given us the ministry of reconciliation" (2 Cor 5:18). 
The harm done by the church's rejection is quite the opposite of reconciliation. 
The harm done by the church's rejection is very real, especially for teenagers and young adults. Young 
people have been victimized by bullies, kicked out of their homes, and abused by those who should be 
protecting them. 
This victimization matters: According to the American Journal of Preventive Medicine, the victimization 
of LGBT youth increases the chance that a young LGBT person will attempt suicide by two and a half 
times.1 
Family acceptance also matters: According to the Journal of the American Academy of Pediatrics, LGB 
white and Latino young adults who are rejected by their families are 8.4 times more likely to report 
                                                           
1 http://www.ajpmonline.org/webfiles/images/journals/amepre/AMEPRE_3315[3]-stamped.pdf 



having attempted suicide, 5.9 times more likely to report high levels of depression, 3.4 times more likely 
to use illegal drugs, and 3.4 times more likely to report having engaged in unprotected sexual 
intercourse than their LGB peers who are not rejected by their families.2 
Family rejection and conflict also leads to homelessness among LGBT youth: According to the most 
reliable numbers available, between 20 and 40% of homeless youth are LGBT. Because there are fewer 
LGBT than straight youth, this means that LGBT youth are between 5 and 12 times more likely to end up 
homeless. LGBT teenagers often become homeless when they are forced out of their home by their 
parents or they leave home because they are physically, sexually and/or emotionally abused in their 
homes.3 

But can't LGBT people change?  
This isn't a debate about whether LGBT people can change. This resolution explicitly welcomes people 
who may differ on this question, be their disagreement theological or political. 
Although this resolution does focus on a welcome for LGBT persons for the reasons named above, this 
resolution does not reject people who differ in their belief: it does not reject people for believing LGBT 
people can or cannot change, it does not reject people for believing that LGBT people are inherently 
sinful or for believing that LGBT people are accepted by God as they are. 
Even the president of Exodus International, an ex-gay ministry which describes itself as "the oldest and 
largest Christian ministry dealing with faith and homosexuality" recently issued an apology for the pain, 
trauma, suicide, and loss of faith engendered by their ex-gay ministry. Although this ministry continues 
to believe that same sex relationships are sinful, the president of Exodus International states in his 
apology that "My  beliefs  about  these  things  will  never  again  interfere  with  God’s  command  to  love  my  
neighbor as I love myself."4 
It is also true, however, that many reputable organizations have publicly stated that sexual orientation is 
not a disorder and that attempts to change sexual orientation are harmful, including the American 
Academy of Pediatrics and the American Psychiatric Association. 

Will churches lose members, or even entire congregations leave the Disciples, because 
of this? This creates conflict, doesn't it? 
Yes, perhaps churches will leave.  But this resolution doesn't create conflict; the conflict is already 
present. In fact, even before this resolution was proposed some congregations have left the Christian 
Church because of issues around LGBT persons. The conversation that this resolution addresses is not a 
new one. The General Assembly has discussed resolutions concerning homosexuality as far back as the 
1970s. 
But a more important question is: Is the best measure of faithful action such a utilitarian calculation as 
"Which decision will make the fewest people upset? Which will cause us to lose fewer members?" 
Let us ask ourselves, how do we best embody our mission: "We are Disciples of Christ, a movement for 
wholeness in a fragmented world. As  part  of  the  one  body  of  Christ,  we  welcome  all  to  the  Lord’s  Table  
as God has welcomed us." 
Congregations that have openly welcomed LGBT people have seen new life. Churches have gained 
members and grown spiritually. Congregations have added not only LGBT members but also young 
families who want to raise their children in an affirming faith community, disabled people, parents and 

                                                           
2 http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/123/1/346.full 
3 http://www.nationalhomeless.org/factsheets/lgbtq.html; 

http://www.thetaskforce.org/downloads/reports/reports/HomelessYouth.pdf 
4 http://exodusinternational.org/2013/06/i-am-sorry/ 



families of LGBT people and others. Churches have grown spiritually as they discovered their call to a 
wider sense of God's love and justice for all. Persons discriminated against for gender or skin color or 
ethnicity have discovered welcome.5 As one member of our General Board said while discussing this 
resolution "If I don't believe you're welcome, how do I know I'm welcome?" 
And what witness to Christ do we make when our welcome is not clear? Many of our neighbors don’t  
want anything to do with any church anywhere because they perceive Christians to be judgmental and 
homophobic, sexist and racist. Without a clear statement of welcome, we ensure that they will never 
step foot in our churches, and thus we lose many members before they enter our doors. 

Does this resolution tell churches what to think about homosexuality? Is this telling 
people what to think? Disciples don't do creeds or tests of faith!  
True, the Disciples don't require creeds or tests of faith for membership. That's why we have Sense of 
the Assembly resolutions to address "moral, ethical or religious matter[s] confronting the church, the 
nation or the world."6 By our rules, a Sense of the Assembly Resolution is required not to question the 
Christian commitment of those who disagree. This resolution makes that clear when it states that we 
welcome "all  God’s  children  though differing in  …  political stance or theological perspective." 
A Sense of the Assembly Resolution is not a statement of theology or faith. It does not tell any 
congregation what to preach or teach about sin and salvation, about redemption and grace. It cannot 
force anyone out of our church. We have learned as the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) that such 
statements become creeds and tests of faith that  only serve to divide us. 
Yes, this resolution calls upon the church "to affirm the faith, baptism and spiritual gifts of all Christians 
regardless of their sexual orientation or gender identity." This resolution does not require a certain 
belief about whether LGBT people or their relationships are inherently sinful or not: "For there is no 
distinction, since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God" (Rom 3:22b-23). 
It is clear in our rules that a Sense of the Assembly Resolution is a call to reflect. It is not binding on the 
expressions of the Christian Church. Every Disciple is responsible to hear, interpret, and act on such a 
call as guided by the Spirit of God in covenanted community with each other. The right of every 
congregation to understand and preach Christ's welcome as they understand it remains firm.  
In discussions about this resolution, some have said that this resolution rejects them from the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ) because their theology does not agree with the idea that LGBT persons are 
living moral Christian lives, or for their view that LGBT people should change. Some are concerned that 
this resolution does not welcome ex-gays. It is not true that this resolution rejects those who disagree or 
that this resolution names anyone as unwelcome. In fact, this resolution is clear that those who believe 
differently are welcome, be they ex-gay or openly-gay, be they straight and affirming or questioning or 
believing that homosexuality is not acceptable. 
Yet claims that this resolution pushes some out of the church highlight a paradox in our way of being 
church: We welcome even those who disagree with us whichever side of the issue we are on, even those 
whose disagreement leaves them feeling unwelcome are welcome! When we disagree it is a great 
challenge to make all welcome, to find  identity  at  the  Lord’s  table,  to share as the body of Christ, and to 
value each other in covenantal relationship. This resolution calls us to meet this challenge, to transcend 
these differences and to claim one another in Christian unity. 

                                                           
5 http://www.gladalliance.org/2013-easter-writing-project 
6 Special Rules of Procedure for the General Assembly, Section I.B.5 



Does this resolution declare our church Open & Affirming? 
This resolution is not an Open & Affirming declaration. When a ministry declares itself Open & Affirming 
it commits itself to accepting and affirming LGBT persons and their relationships as they are without 
teaching that such relationships are sinful and contrary to Christian teaching. This resolution does not do 
that. 
In fact, the General Assembly does not have the authority to declare any congregation, region or general 
ministry as Open & Affirming. 
The General Assembly however, can call ministries of the church to study moral and ethical issues 
prayerfully. GA-1327 is a call to just that: The careful and prayerful discussion of grace and welcome to 
all.  

Does this resolution tell churches whom to accept as members, or whom to ordain 
and hire? Telling churches what to do isn't the Disciples way! 
A Sense of the Assembly Resolution cannot tell any congregation whom they can or can't ordain or hire. 
It cannot take away the right of any congregation to determine its own membership. These rights are 
granted by The Design of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) to the congregations.  

What effect does this resolution have on the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)? 
Our Design states that "every person who is or shall become a member of a recognized congregation of 
the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) thereby holds membership" in the regional and general 
church.7 So, when a local congregation receives a person into membership, that person joins the whole 
church in fellowship and service. Membership is the responsibility of the congregations: Our Design is 
clear that tests of faith or fellowship cannot come from the regional or general church. 
Therefore, since membership in a local congregation extends unqualified membership to the regional 
and general church, we must make every effort to recognize and welcome all members in the whole 
church. 
This resolution does bring a focused word of grace and welcome to those LGBT members who have too 
often gone unrecognized and unwelcomed. It calls upon the ministries of the church to study moral and 
ethical issues prayerfully. And this resolution acknowledges that all members of any congregation of the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) everywhere are welcome when we gather and serve together as 
the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) anywhere.

                                                           
7 The Design of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), Paragraph 6. 



 
GA-1327 (Sense-of-the-Assembly) 

BECOMING A PEOPLE OF GRACE AND WELCOME TO ALL 
 
WHEREAS,  “We  are  Disciples  of  Christ,  a  movement  for  wholeness  in  a  
fragmented  world,”  called  to  welcome  others  as  we  have  been  welcomed  by  
God1 and to practice hospitality to one another,2 as well as to strangers;3 and 
WHEREAS, Scripture affirms that all people are created in the image of God and 
share with all others in the worth that comes from being unique individuals;4 and 
WHEREAS, Scripture affirms that as Christians we are many members, but are 
one body in Christ each with different gifts, called by Jesus to love our neighbors 
as ourselves,5 and called to the ministry of reconciliation and wholeness within 
the world and within the church; and 
WHEREAS, Disciples historically affirm baptism as the primary call to ministry 
and offer baptism to all who profess their faith in Jesus Christ as Savior; and 
WHEREAS, Disciples historically profess that the nature of Christian discipleship 
is  profoundly  informed  by  the  Lord’s  table,  which  is  central  to  the  act  of  worship, 
calling attention to the radical hospitality extended by Jesus, who welcomes all 
to the table of grace; and 
WHEREAS,  the  Disciples’  movement  came  to  be  in  reaction  to  limitations  being  
placed on this welcome, recognizing that excluding anyone from the  Lord’s  table  
fragments the body of Christ; and 
WHEREAS, the 1997 General Assembly of the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) called for the church to give continuing research and reflection 
“concerning  the  participation  of  gay  and  lesbian  persons  in the full life and 
ministry  of  the  Church”;6 and 
WHEREAS, persons continue to be devalued and discriminated against within 
society and more sadly, within the church because of their sexual orientation 
and or gender identity; and 
WHEREAS, Disciples find identity  at  the  Lord’s  table,  sharing  as  the  body  of  
Christ, valuing each other in covenantal relationship even when we disagree; and 
WHEREAS, Disciples historically affirm that individuals and congregations hold 
differing interpretations of scripture, but that all are called to transcend 
differences and claim one another in Christian unity; 
  



THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the General Assembly meeting in Orlando, 
Florida, July 13-17, 2013, calls upon the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) to 
recognize itself  as  striving  to  become  a  people  of  grace  and  welcome  to  all  God’s  
children though differing in race, gender, age, sexual orientation, gender 
identity, nationality, ethnicity, marital status, physical or mental ability, political 
stance or theological perspective; and 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the General Assembly calls upon the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ) to affirm the faith, baptism and spiritual gifts of all 
Christians regardless of their sexual orientation or gender identity, and that 
neither is grounds for exclusion from fellowship or service within the church, but 
we  celebrate  that  all  are  part  of  God’s  good  creation;  and 
FINALLY, BE IT RESOLVED that the General Assembly calls upon all expressions of 
the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), as a people of grace and welcome, to 
acknowledge their support for the welcome of and hospitality to all. 
 
Douglass Boulevard Christian Church, Louisville, KY; Midway Hills Christian 
Church, Dallas, TX; Chalice Christian Church, Gilbert, AZ; Fireside Christian 
Church, Denver, CO; Little White Chapel, Burbank, CA; First Christian Church, 
Eugene, OR; Tapestry Ministries, Berkeley, CA; St. Andrew Christian Church, 
Olathe, KS; Lafayette Christian Church, Lafayette, CA; First Christian Church, 
Concord, CA; University Christian Church, San Diego, CA; First Christian Church, 
Vallejo, CA; New Covenant Community Church, Normal, IL; First Christian Church, 
Lynchburg, VA; Central Christian Church, Indianapolis; First Christian Church, 
Orange, CA; Open Hearts Gathering, Gastonia, NC; Bethany Christian Church, 
Tulsa, OK; Pine Valley Christian Church, Wichita, KS; Foothills Christian Church, 
Phoenix, AZ; GLAD-Pacific Southwest Region, Irvine, CA; GLAD Alliance.

 
[1] Mark 12:31 [Statement of Identity of the CC (DOC), Disciples.org] 
[2] 1 Timothy 5:10; 1 Peter 4:9 
[3] Romans 12:13; Hebrews 13:2 
[4] Genesis 1:26-7 
[5] 2 Corinthians 5:18 
[6] Resolution No. 9719, A Call on the Participation of Gay and Lesbian Persons in 
the Life of the Church, accepted by the General Assembly meeting in Denver, 
Colorado, July 25-29, 1997. 


