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      I.  COURSE DESCRIPTION:  

This instruction equips the students to fit evangelism, church planting, church development, and relief ministries into the social and cultural context of the receiving people.  It majors on preparing missionaries to plant Christianity into the soil of the targeted people group so it will grow up within their context rather than to spread a veneer of Christian values over that culture.  The course method includes the supplemental use of case studies in cross-cultural evangelism where diverse cultures, worldviews, and social structures are considered.

    II.  RATIONALE:  
           A.  Philosophical:  
                 1.  Students will learn that the Gospel is supra-cultural; it is capable of being 

received by all cultures (Revelation 5:9; 7:9-10).
                 2.  Students will be taught that God has ordained that the church be His instrument 

to convey the message of salvation to all cultures of people (Romans 10:14).
                 3.  Students will understand that Christ’s incarnation was God’s own missionary 

effort to identify with the people He had come to save (John 1:14).
           B.  Practical: 
                1.  Students will discover that difference does not necessarily imply that another 

culture is wrong.  
                2.  Students will learn the importance of approaching cultures in accordance with the 

                     receiving people’s worldview.
    III.  PREREQUISITES:  
            None
    IV.  TEXTBOOKS:  
           A.  The Bible (King James Version)
           B.  Muller, Roland.  The Messenger, the Message, and the Community: Three Critical 

Issues for the Cross-cultural Church Planter.  Saskatchewan:  CanBooks, 2006.
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     V.  COURSE REQUIREMENTS:  
           A.  Academic regulations:
1.  Students will read the text by Muller prior to class on Tuesday morning, January 22nd.  

     This will equal 25% of the student’s grade.


2.  Students will have four (4) tests based on the text.  The first test will be Tuesday, 

     January 22nd.  These equally weighted tests will comprise 25% of the student’s grade.

3.  Students will write a 2500-word paper on an assigned topic due the week following the 

     close of the class on Friday, Feb 1 not later than 5:00 pm (Eastern time).  It is to be submitted by email to:   TheContextualizer@mac.com This paper will equal 50% of the student’s grade.  The format of the paper must follow the BSWE Research Paper Guidelines.

                4.  Students must turn in all work either early or on time.  No assignments (e.g., 

papers, projects, and reading assignments) will be accepted late (i.e., 

Late equals a  grade of “0.”).
           B.  Attendance policies:
                1.  A maximum of four (4) clock hours may be missed for any reason with the exception of administrative absences.  Any student missing more than four (4) clock hours will receive an “F.”
                2.  If a student is more than ten (10) minutes late to a class or leaves more than ten (10) minutes early, he/she will be counted as missing one (1) clock hour.
                3.  If a student arrives to class after attendance has already been recorded, he/she must speak to the instructor immediately following the class in order to verify his/her attendance was properly recorded.  Attendance records will not be changed retroactively.             
           C.  Test Make-up Policies:
                 Due to the nature of this instruction, tests may not be re-taken if missed.
   VI.  COURSE OBJECTIVES:  
           A.  Cognitive
                1.  Students will learn to identify and distinguish three types of world cultures and 

the corresponding approaches to reach them.
                2.  Students will learn to define, delineate, and detail elemental principles of 

                     contextualization.
                3.  Students will learn biblical models of contextualization.
           B.  Affective
                1.  Students will develop an understanding concerning when a matter is scriptural 

and when it is cultural; and consequently, they will discern how  to contextualize 

the Bible’s message, and equally important, when not to do so.

                2.  Students will research and write a paper displaying what they have learned. 
          C.  Psychomotor:   

                Students will participate in role-playing methods of contextualization.
 VII.  COURSE OUTLINE:  
           A.  Contextualization:  Explained 
           B.  Contextualization:  Its Elements
           C.  Contextualization:  Its Examples
           D.  Contextualization:  By Exegesis and Exposition
           E.  Contextualization:  By Experience
           F.  Contextualization:  With Eternity’s View
VIII.  COURSE METHOD:  
           A.  Material will be presented through the combined use of lecture and case studies.
           B.  Principles of application will be reinforced through the employment of group 
discussion.
           C.  Retention of course information will be facilitated through the students’ performance 
of discovery and memory.
    IX.  ASSESSMENT AND GRADING:  
           A.  All assignments, projects, quizzes and exams will be given a point value.  The total 
points possible and the total points earned will be used to determine the numeric 
average.
    B.  The letter grade will be determined based on the following grade scale:

92 – 100
A

85 – 91 
B

72 – 84 
C

65 – 71 
D

  0 – 64 
F

    X.  ADDITIONAL RESOURCES:  
           A.  Fleming, Dean.  Contextualization in the New Testament.  Downers Grove:  Inter Varsity Press, 2005.
           B.  Gradin, Dwight. and Dan Harrison, and John E. Kyle, and Mrvin Mayers, and Sam Rowen, and Ted Ward.  Bridges of Understanding (video on Cross-cultural training).  Tyrone:   Operation Mobilization Video Department, n.d.  
           C.  Hiebert, Paul G.  Anthropological Insights for Missionaries.  Grand Rapids: Baker Book House,1985.

 

           D.  - - -.  Anthropological Reflections on Missiological Issues.  Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 1994.

 

           E.  Hiebert, Paul G. and R. Daniel Shaw and Tite Tienou.  Understanding Folk Religion. Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 1999.

           F.  Hesselgrave, David J. and Edward Rommen.  Contextualization:  Meanings, Methods, and Models.  Pasadena:  William Carey Library, 2000.  
           G.  Hesselgrave, David J.  Communicating Christ Cross-culturally: An Introduction to Missionary Communication, 2nd ed.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, 1991.

           H.  - - -.  Planting Churches Cross-culturally, 2nd ed.  Grand Rapids:  Baker Books, 2001.

           I.  Kikawa, Daniel.  Play the Cross-cultural Evangelism Game.  Kea’au:  Aloha Ke Akua, 1997.

           J.  Kraft, Charles H.  Communicating Jesus’ Way.  Pasadena: William Carey Library, 1999.

           K.   - - -.  Culture, Communication, and Christianity.  Pasadena: William Carey Library, 2001.

           L.   - - -.  Anthropology for Christian Witness.  Maryknoll: Orbis Books, 2004.

           M.  - - -.  Christianity in Culture: A Study in Dynamic Biblical Theologizing in Cross-cultural Perpsective.  Maryknoll: Orbis Books, 1995.

           N.  Lanier, Sarah.  Foreign to Familiar.  Hagerstown:  McDougal Publishing, 2004.

           O.  Lingenfelter, Sherwood G. and Marvin K. Mayers.  Ministering Cross-culturally: An 

Incarnational Model for Personal Relationships, 2nd ed.  Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2003. 

           P.  Nicholls, Bruce J.  Contextualization:  A Theology of Gospel and Culture.  Vancouver:  Regent College Publishing, 2003.

           Q.  Winter, Ralph D. and Steven C. Hawthorne.  Perspectives On the World Christian Movement: The Notebook, 1999 edition.  Pasadena:  William Carey Library, 2003.
_________________________________________________________________________

“THE ABOVE SCHEDULE AND PROCEDURES IN THIS COURSE ARE SUBJECT 

TO CHANGE IN THE EVENT OF EXTENUATING CIRCUMSTANCES.”

Discussions for Contextualization 

Monday - The Messenger

Discuss chapter four and the merits of varied types of messengers and their style and approaches.

· Discuss the merits of Life-style Evangelism
· Discuss the merits of Friendship Evangelism
· Discuss the merits of Teacher-Based Evangelism
· Discuss the merits of Proclamation Evangelism 
· Discuss the merits of Confrontation Evangelism
· What is biblical?
· What is comfortable for you?
· Are any wrong?
Tuesday - Evangelizing a People

Divide into three groups. Choose a worldview to represent. Have a missionary from another worldview come and bring the gospel to them. Have gender balanced

Wednesday - Assessing Worldview:
· Take the WV assessment test within your WV
· Take the WV assessment test as a Kenyan
· Take the WV assessment test as Indonesian
Thursday - Understanding a Shame based Context
· Read Honor and Shame Chapter the day before and come in prepared to discuss each section and answer discussion questions.
Friday - Switching Community
· Chapter 26-27 Switching community: divide the group by 8 and have each make a presentation of the validity of the 8 points of switching community.
Research Paper:
Students will write a 2500-word paper on an assigned topic due the week following the close of the class.  It is to be submitted by email to:   TheContextualizer@mac.com  This paper will equal 50% of the student’s grade.  The format of the paper must follow the BSWE Research Paper Guidelines.

A. Choose one theme from below for your research paper. Use the Muller’s text as a primary source. The choice is due on Monday.
1. A clash of World views Chapter: 18

2. Three fold message of Salvation Chapter: 21

3. A world view for Missionaries Chapters: 13-16
4. Islamic view of the Bible Chapters: 19-20
Establishing Community with an independent Baptist Church Chapters: 23-25,28

B. Choose a country (preferably one to which you are called or one in which you have interest) about which you will make application in writing this paper.
1. Identify the major truths in the textbook.
2. Identify the country to which you are making your application.
3. Identify the primary context of that country.
4. Discuss the flaws in his ideas - compared with Scripture.
5. Apply the principles from this section to the country and context you chose.
6. Draw conclusions with biblical foundations to support each proposed idea and method.
Tuesday Test:

Name: _______________________ 



I am on page: ___________________

Hudson Taylor defined Contextualization as:

1. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Who first used the term “contextualization” and when was it:

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

From Chapter Four: What are the five types of evangelism in which a missionary can engage?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

What are the three types of contexts we have today? List them and their counterpart: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

 What are the three types of societies today? List them and a representative country for each:

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

2. __________________________________________________________________________________
Wednesday Test:

Name: _______________________ 



I am on page: ___________________

In your own words define contextualization.

1. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What reference from Scripture mentioned in class concisely portrays Contextualization? Write the verse and reference from memory:

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

From the lecture: What are the three ways a missionary can contextualize his ministry? 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

As Fundamentalists what areas will we not contextualize: List all four: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

 What can a fundamentalist contextualize without compromise? List four of the six mentioned in class: 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

2. __________________________________________________________________________________
Thursday Test:

Name: _______________________ 



I am on page: ___________________

What are four elements that comprise a world view?

1. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
From the lecture: What example can we use to discern when a matter is Spiritual? List the passage. Explain the scenario and the criteria used to discern the matter:

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

2. __________________________________________________________________________________
From the lecture: What example can we use to discern when a matter is Carnal? List the passage. Explain the scenario and the criteria used to discern the matter: __________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

3. __________________________________________________________________________________
When distinguishing a cultural matter there are three guidelines. List them:

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

4. __________________________________________________________________________________
What is an individualistic society? Describe its factors

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

5. __________________________________________________________________________________ 

· Friday Test
Name: _______________________ 

I read the entire textbook for this class: _________

Contextualization: why or why not?

1. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Describe an example from Paul’s ministry of Contextualization:
· ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Class Purpose:

This instruction equips the students to fit evangelism, church planting, church development, and relief ministries into the social and cultural context of the receiving people.  It majors on preparing missionaries to plant Christianity into the soil of the targeted people group so it will grow up within their context rather than to spread a veneer of Christian values over that culture.  The course method includes the supplemental use of case studies in cross-cultural evangelism where diverse cultures, worldviews, and social structures are considered.

The Objectives:
· Students will learn to identify and distinguish a culture’s elements.
· Students will learn to define, delineate, and detail elemental principles of contextualization. 
· Students will learn Biblical models of contextualization.
· Students will research and write a paper displaying what they have learned.
· Students will participate in role-playing methods of contextualization.
“And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.” (John 1:14 KJV)

I. The Explanation of Contextualization:
A. A definition from various sources:
1. Con-text: The cultural setting and unspoken beliefs that form the environment within which our teaching of Biblical principles takes place. 
2. Con-tex-tu-al-ize: To place a word, phrase or idea within a suitable context so that this word, phrase or idea is readily understood. Goal: Fitting the content to the culture
3. Contextualization means different things in different settings. In a Muslim setting it usually means removing culturally offensive things so that the gospel can be seen/understood in a Muslim context without the offensive things of other cultures grabbing the listeners attention. This goes much farther than simply changing our dress or living in local housing. It usually affects much of our lives and possibly even our understanding of the gospel message. 
4. Contextualization is simply imitating God, who always in Scripture meets people where they are to take them to what is possible for them within their own unique life situation. 
5. Perhaps most folks who contextualize well do so without having formulated a definition. Theologians often have more difficulty contextualizing than do peasants, for theology remains highly abstract, requires a Latin-based vocabulary, and answers only the questions of the theologian’s own sub-culture. Strangely, theologians accuse others of distorting the truth. The peasant will try to understand the Bible, obey Jesus, and help others to do the same in a language they speak and in life as they experience it. 
6. Contextualization: Hudson Taylor said it best when he said “In all things not sinful, become Chinese.”
7. Contextualization is taking the essence of the gospel message and communicating and applying within the culture (the ‘context’) of the recipient culture. 
8. Contextualization has to do with how the gospel revealed in Scripture authentically comes to life in each new cultural, social, religious and historical setting
9. Contextualization must mean the communication of the gospel not only in ways the people understand, but in ways that also challenge them individually and corporately to turn from their evil ways.
10. Seeking to communicate the Gospel clearly and effectively in another culture.
Clearly, it is an intentional process by which we adapt our message and materials so that their content continues to clearly and correctly communicate biblical truth.

B. Historical usage: 
1. In 1972, Shoki Coe first used the term "contextualization" in a publication of the World Council of Churches. 
a) This report contended that contextualization is different than the earlier concepts of indigenization or accommodation and that it takes into account "the process of secularity, technology, and the struggle for human justice which characterized the historical movement in the Third World" (1972:20).
2. However new the term contextualization is, the practice itself is very old. 
a) The Apostle Paul had cultural sensitivities that led him to contextualize the gospel in every situation he encountered. Perhaps he more than any other person was responsible for hundreds of indigenous theologies in the first and second centuries among newly converted Gentiles. 
b) Most of us would be willing to agree that Paul "knew about" contextualization, but we might contend that between his time and ours was the "Great Apostasy" that lasted from A.D. 150 to A.D. 1950. 
c) Surely nothing good could have happened in that period in relation to contextualization and missions!
C. Its efficacy and validity as a term: - We are faced with the same conundrum as our neo-counterparts: 
D. How do we seek to bring the word of God to another context? and how do we do it without compromising our core beliefs?
1. First, missionaries could invite their non-Christian respondents to lay aside their own world view and to temporarily adopt the Christian world view in order to understand the message.
a) While this approach is theoretically possible, it is highly impractical. Why? 
b) Well, comparatively few non-Christian respondents are able to do this. They have never been called upon to do so -- much less are they prepared to do so. 
c) It is as though their glasses have become a part of their eyes. Of the few who, by virtue of education or association, are able to change glasses, there are only a few of them who are willing to do so.
2. Second, missionaries can temporarily adopt the world view of their non-Christian respondents. 
a) Then, by reexamining their message in the light of the respondent world view, they can adapt the message, encoding it in such a way that it will become meaningful to the respondents.
b) This approach is not easy, but it is both possible and practical. Complete communication may not be attainable. Perfection seldom is. 
c) But effective communication is possible if missionaries take the initiative and pay the price. True missionary motivation is to communicate a message, not simply dispense it.
3. Third, missionaries can invite their respondents to meet them halfway, to exchange one lens and try looking through one eye, so to speak.
a) This has been a rather popular approach to the problem. 
b) Traditionally, the study of comparative religion has been undertaken by many missionaries in order to find points of contact or establish common ground between religious world views. 
c) Many such points and places turn out to be mirages upon closer examination, however. Others seem to have some kind of reality to commend them, but upon close examination the "reality" turns out to be a kind of religious quicksand. 
d) That is why Hendrik Kraemer insists that one must have a "totalitarian" understanding of religion. In other words, the separate parts of any religion must be understood in terms of the whole of it. To return to our former analogy, we need both lenses. Otherwise we risk distortion.
E. Its efficacy and validity as a term to Fundamentalists:
1. The term, whether “neo” in origin or not, the truth behind it exists. We should adapt to the place and people where we are called.
2. There are limits to the term’s usefulness in our circles as fundamentalists.
a) We will not adapt / contextualize 
(1) We will not adapt / contextualize doctrine.
(2) We will not adapt / contextualize the Gospel.
(3) We will not adapt / contextualize ordinances.
(4) We will not adapt / contextualize The Word of God
b) We will adapt / contextualize 
(1) We will adapt / contextualize our preferences 
(2) We will adapt / contextualize our preaching
(3) We will adapt / contextualize our presentation
(4) We will adapt / contextualize our living
(5) We will adapt / contextualize our lifestyle.
(6) We will adapt / contextualize our language.
F. Bible Definition for Contextualization:
1. “And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.” (John 1:14 KJV)
2. This is contextualization: 
a) God came to us, 
b) as us, 
c) to reach us.
G. The Biblical Model of Contextualization
1. There is a Messenger - Jesus
a) adapting 
b) adjusting
c) acclimating
2. There is a Multitude (Community) - Dwelt among us and we beheld his glory
a) He saw us 
b) He came to us
c) He brought what we needed
d) We saw for ourselves His glory.
e) In His coming we saw God.
(1) A closer look at dwelt — 
(a) tabernacled or pitched his tent; a word peculiar to John, who uses it four times, all in the sense of a permanent stay (Revelation 7:15; 12:12; 13:6; 21:3). 
(b) For ever wedded to our “flesh,” He has entered this tabernacle to “go no more out.” 
(c) The allusion is to that tabernacle where dwelt the Shekinah (see note on Matthew 23:38, see note on Matthew 23:39), or manifested “GLORY OF THE LORD,” and with reference to God’s permanent dwelling among His people (Leviticus 26:11; Psalms 68:18; 132:13, 14; Ezekiel 37:27). 
3. There is the Message - Full of Grace and Truth
a) A message we heard: Truth
(1) He told us of our sinful condition.
(2) He told us of our sure condemnation.
(3) He spoke truth
(a) Truth with which we could identify
(b) Truth we could inspect.
(c) Truth we could investigate.
(d) Truth - confrontational and convicting
b) A message we sensed: Grace
(1) In His truth we sensed 
(a) His favour.
(b) His forgiveness
(2) In His truth we sensed His
(a) Goodness
(b) Grace
(c) Gift
H. The Word of God is the standard we bring to all contexts.
1. Details our parameters for World Wide Evangelization.
a) All attempts to reach people are useless without Him.
b) All Attempts to change a people are useless without Him.
2. Declares to man the plan of God for World Evangelization.
a) “Missions” begins with God not man.
b) “Missions” is a Divine Effort not a Human Exercise.
3. Displays for all that Scripture is trans-cultural or supra cultural.
a) It is not an American Bible for poor heathen Masses, 
b) It is rather God’s Divine Message to all nations, cultures and peoples.
c) It is God’s Message to Mankind in all contexts and it is relevant.
(1) God’s word has reached men from every corner of the globe.
(2) God’s word has changed men from every corner of the globe.
(3) God’s word has called men from every corner of the globe.
4. Declares the standard for righteousness.
a) When we enter a culture / context it is our standard, banner and flag.
b) We hold men in all culture / contexts to the Word of God ONLY.
c) We handle men in all cultures with the Word of God Exclusively.
d) We help men with the Word of God lovingly.
5. Details the Guidelines we use today when we enter a culture not our own.
a) We discover in the Word of God that Gentiles did not have to become Jews to be believers.
We discover the Word of God is not limited to the culture to which it comes.

II. Consider the Elements of Contextualization:
A. Principles of deciphering any context.
1. Understanding your worldview;
a) A worldview defined: 
(1) It is a way a people 
(a) live, 
(b) act, 
(c) think, 
(d) work, 
(e) relate.
(2) It is an illustration of a people’s social, religious, economic and political views.
(3) Webster states: all philosophical thought is rooted in these concepts:
(a) religion
(b) Politics
(c) Science
(d) economics
b) A worldview answers five main questions, 
(1) those of origin (how we got here), 
(2) identity (who we are), 
(3) meaning (why we are here), 
(4) morality (how we are to behave), 
(5) and destiny (where we are going.)  
(6) Explained:
(a) What we believe about the destiny of the human soul will affect how we behave ourselves. 
(b) What we believe about human identity will determine how we treat others. 
(c) If we believe that we have a purpose in life, that will affect how we live our lives. 
(7) A worldview's underlying philosophical beliefs are those that answer these five questions. 
c) A worldview is a set of moral, ethical, and philosophical presuppositions which do or should govern every aspect of the way a person lives his life, and interacts with the world. 
(1) These presuppositions are concerned with the questions of origin, identity, meaning, morality, and destiny. 
(2) A person's worldview is of utmost importance in his daily life. Its significance lies in the fact that it influences the choices that he make on a day to day basis. These choices may be life-altering. 
(3) A personal worldview plays a key role in how a person daily lives his life, and shapes his destiny.
d) A worldview of a believer is established and is inextricably linked to the Word of God.
(1) How did I get here? created by God and placed in this era of time.
(2) Who am I? I am a child of God by faith - a sinner 
(3) Why am I here? I am here to do His will for me.
(4) How am I going to behave? I will behave according to the Word of God
(5) Where am I going? I am going to serve Him everyday and when life ends - I will go to heaven.

e) Understanding your own worldview - will help you to see the need of man:
(1) Some have not the knowledge of God
(2) Some know not they are a child of the devil.
(3) Some know not why they are here.
(4) Some only will do what is right in their own eyes.
(5) Some only think life ends with death.
f) If you have a mixed world view you will live a life in conflict:
(1) I got here by God, but I make my own rules and will go to heaven but I will live for myself.
g) The believer who will look beyond his own realm they will see there are others, who live in other geographical and philosophical world views. eg: other contexts.
2. What is a Context or a culture?:
a) Culture / Context is the integrated system of ideas feelings and values in a society that establishes the accepted behavior.
(1) Culture / Context is the glasses we view all others out of our culture through.
(2) Consider how culture affects a Society.
(a) Culture Molds Physical Characteristics.
i) An African Culture may teach that it is normal to drill holes in a body for ornamentation and devotion.
ii) A Western culture may teach that drill holes may be done in the ears. The element that teaches drill many in your ear, navel, nose and eyebrow for rebellion is a SUB culture. 
(1) A western woman pursues slim body.
(2) A woman from Tonga the fuller she is the more desired she is.
(b) Culture Molds Ideas:
i) Westerners have no problem accepting Atoms Electrons and Gravity and change our behavior as a result.
ii) Easterners have no problem accepting the presence of Evil spirits and change their behavior as a result.
iii) It shapes the ways we do things.
(1) Whether to arrive on time by the clock or by social standings.
(2) The way we fish.
iv) The way we build houses.
v) The ways we cook.
vi) The ways we govern.
(c) Culture Molds Values:
i) Teachers are esteemed in one culture and not in another.
ii) Physicians are esteemed in one culture and not as much in another.
iii) Culture - It determines what is true and what is false. 
(1) Malaria – Comes from Evil Spirits.
(2) Malaria – Comes from Protozoan Parasite.
iv) Culture - It determines what is lovely or unlovely.
(1) Singing in Mellow tones.
(2) Singing in Shrill tones.
(d) Culture - It determines what is socially Right and Wrong. (although the Bible determines truth)
i) Whether Lying is acceptable or not.
ii) Whether polygamy is acceptable
(e) A man’s culture is 
i) what shapes his ideas. What he holds to be true.
ii) what shapes his feelings. How he feels in a situation.
iii) what shapes his values. What he will believe to be facts.
b)  A Culture / context has two aspects: analogy: Iceberg

(1) The surface culture : what you see on the onset. 

(a) The music

(b) Dancing

(c) Dress

(d) cooking / eating

(e) fine arts

(f) drama

(g) literature

(2) The Reference Culture:

(a) body language

(b) patterns of relationships

(c) definition of sin

(d) courtship practices

(e) approaches to problem solving

(f) order of time

(g) social interaction

(h) preference for competition of co-operation

(i) notions of logic and validity

(3) The reference culture has the greatest affect on how you will adapt.
c) A Context may have one of three types of societies.
(1) Family Clan: A close knit group who are associated through heredity or historical perspective.
(a) Their view of God: This group will see God as an infinite superior being
(b) All groups within this perspective will be setup to reflect this reality.
i) religious
ii) personal 
iii) professional
(c) Your station in life is where you will always be held. 
(d) All who do not accept their view of God is rejected.
(e) Countries who hold this: 
i) Latin America
ii) Spain
iii) Saudi Arabia
iv) Rural Canada
v) South America
(2) Group Societies: Group association is everything in this perspective. 
(a) A group can be a town, principality, race, or nation
(b) An identity is found within affiliation with the group.
(c) All members will be equal in this group.
(d) The individual will not be called out or singled out.
(e) All achievements are for the whole of the group.
(f) The individual is submersed in the group:
i) Humility
ii) Cooperating
iii) Sharing
(g) Their view of God: The person find their selfhood with God within their group.
i) Personal achievements are no highly valued.
ii) It is about the achievements of the group.
(h) Countries who hold this:
i) China
ii) Hong Kong
iii) Parts of India and Indonesia
iv) Philippines
v) Singapore
vi) South Korea
(3) Individualistic Society: An individual is free to construct his own identity. 
(a) While there are social groups, the person chooses his group. 
(b) The group doesn’t take care of me. I take care of myself.
(c) Conformity is not demanded or assumed.
(d) If he has to rely on a group he is weak.
(e) Their view of God:

i) I can improve myself and draw closer to God.
d) A culture / context and your ability to communicate. There are two aspects of communicating globally. 
(1) Transaction Communication: their views and behavior.
(a) it is here you discover their understanding of power and authority.
i) Group Power vs Personal Power
ii) Lateral or Hierarchical
iii) How much power someone holds or does not hold will dictate how they communicate.
iv) You will see this in their:
(1) professional or personal environment
(2) expectation of others
(3) main objectives
(4) problem solving
(5) decision making
(2) Interaction Communication: the manner in which they communicate. Through it I learn their perception of
(a) time and physical space
(b) how they communicate (gesture or words)
(c) how they deal with uncertainty
(d) materialism and self-awareness
(e) change and capabilities.
e) Seeing these two methods, we can apply them to these societies:
(1) Family Clan:

(a) Transaction: 

i) I am where I am in life, I can not change that.

ii) I have a leader who is inaccessible to the missionary. a vertical leadership.

iii) My family / clan will anticipate your respect to the group and contribution to the family.

(b) Interaction:

i) If you are my missionary - please do not see this as too formal or we are aloof. 

ii) We will be cautious and formal even defensive and distrustful.

iii) When you teach me, keep it visual than with reams of material.

iv) We plan and those plans can grow they are fluid  to us, please don’t take them as concrete.

v) We expect change.

(2) Group Societies:

(a) Transaction: 

i) Our power is shared. We do not try to stand out.

ii) We like our valued things to have prominence (temple or offices). 

iii) Rituals are important to us. 

iv) business settings

v) private settings

vi) public settings

vii) Everything is about saving face. Everyone in my group will perceive their success collectively.

viii) When you work with me you are working with my group. If you single me out - it is not good for me.

ix) Remember the way my culture is set, we make group decisions.

x) Keep in mind there is a seen group who will give the decisions made by an unseen group.

xi) Age is highly respected.

(b) Interaction:

i) Remember - I will be non-committal at first.

ii) Please build a relationship with me - I will be loyal.

iii) Your plans - are better shown to me than presented in a detailed complex plan.

iv) Allow us to reach consensus  - our group will want to do something - just give us time. You will need to be patient.

v) Change reveals an error with your original thinking. It indicates something is wrong with you.

(3) Individualistic Society: 

(a) Transaction: Keep in mind their multi-layered hierarchy.

i) You can come from nothing and become something and receive notoriety.

ii) Status is key in this soceity.

iii) They need privacy.

iv) Three things will govern this soceity:

v) Personal achievement

vi) Personal Growth

vii) Independence

viii) they are a goal driven people.

ix) to achieve is to be part of soceity.

x) when they deal with a problem it is rational.

(b) Interaction:

i) Within these groups you will have differing levels of formality. 
ii) If you are going to reach me
iii) I need detailed information.
iv) I need verbal text
v) I will take time to verify.
vi) When you ask for feedback, I will give it. It will be
vii) direct
viii) impersonal 
ix) objective
x) Time is linear to me, punctuality is important.
xi) I like detailed plans and I observe schedules.
xii) Change is expected.
f) Three universal rules for the missionary:
(1) Never try to “become” like people in another culture; never expect them to become like you.
(2) Never judge another culture as being good or bad relative to your own.
(3) My Christian service is about people.
3. The worldview that is Biblical must stand in Genesis  and look what took place in the Garden of Eden.
4. Sin’s arrival in the Garden of Eden. Gen 3:7
a) Sin’s arrival brought Guilt. Guilt--Innocence
(1) They knew they sinned - they felt guilty.
(2) They went from perfect to imperfect with a choice. 
(3) They learned right from wrong.
(4) Adam’s guilt touched all men.
(5) Much of the world’s English speaking and people and European groups live with this world view.
(6) As Americans we are familiar with this position.
(a) Our whole society is built on this right and wrong position.
(b) We understand Christ though this view. I am guilty - I need his forgiveness.
b) Sin’s arrival brought Shame. Shame--Honor
(1) Their sin (v7) led them to hide (8)
(2) This reveals sins arrival brought shame.
(3) Adam’s shame touched all men.
(4) Much of the 10-40 window live with this world view in their society.
(5) This shame based view continues through the OT and NT.
(a) Prophets
(b) Christ
c) Sin’s arrival brought Fear. fear--Power
(1) Adam sin brought about fear.
(2) 3:10 states he was wrong and afraid
(3) This is the third influence of Sin.
(a) Previous to sin man enjoyed God’s presence.
(b) Now because of sin he is afraid
(4) It is a theme seen in both OT and NT.
(a) Message of Prophets
(b) In the temple
(c) Garden of Gethsemane
(d) Romans 8:15
(e) 1 John 4:18
(5) Fear based world-views are often found:
(a) Africa
(b) Central and South America
(c) Pacific Islands
d) Three things happened to man when he sinned in the garden:
(1) Man broke God’s law and was guilty.
(2) Man broke God’s relationship and was shamed.
(3) Man broke God’s trust and now lives in fear.
e) These three views compromise most societies today.
(1) We should not place all in one group or another.
(2) We should use these to understand what man is thinking within a given context. 
5. We each have a worldview: Look at page 195.
a) Take the assessment:
b) Guilt / Innocence decisions:
(1) are made on basis of right and wrong
(2) what felt good or seemed right
(3) are made of not wanting to do the wrong thing.
c) Shame / Honor decisions:
(1) are made on the basis of building or protecting honor of:
(a) Self
(b) family
(c) group
(2) are made on the basis of avoiding shame to 
(a) Self
(b) family
(c) group 
(3) made with other in mind and what they would think.
d) Fear / Power decisions:
(1) Decisions are made on the basis of fear or finding a way to overcome things of which you feared. You pursue a specific career path because of fear of financial failure.
B. Principles of discerning and delineating your own context.
C. Principles of discerning and delineating your host’s context. 
D. Principles of learning when a matter is biblical and when it is cultural.
1. Understanding the differences that will exist between Culture and the Bible.
a) Learning to determine when it is cultural or spiritual. You must have Clear Discernment of when an Encountered Situation is to be interpreted as Spiritual or Cultural. Consider Acts 16
(1) An Example of when it was Spiritual.
(a) The Church at Philippi was started after the Macedonian call. Acts 16:12-14
(b) Lydia, a new Christian, and a Businesswoman, took in the Missionaries and gave them a place to live.  16:15
i) This would be the first interaction with their culture. 
ii) She is learning more about them and they her.
(c) Then comes the first cultural hurdle in Philippi. 16:16-19
i) There is a woman who is possessed with an evil spirit.
ii) She is being used to bring income to other businessmen. 
iii) Do they upset an anthropological and economic situation with the Word of God?
iv) They handled the situation by discerning what was cultural and what was sinful. 
(d) They then faced the human consequences for the spiritual deed, but not without divine notice and purpose.
i) They were accused of cultural assassination. 20-21
ii) They were stripped, beaten, and jailed.
iii) They found the joy that can only come when you have done what was right. 22-28
(1) They Prayed in Prison.
(2) They Praised in Prison.
(3) They Proclaimed in Prison.
(e) It is spiritual when people in a land have behavior in contradiction to God’s Word. 
(2) An Example of when it is Cultural. -- A key to remember is that YOUR culture is just as peculiar to the ones you are reaching, as theirs is to yours. Furthermore just because your way is “American” does not make it right.
(a) Paul faced a situation with the Corinthian Church. (1 Corinthians 8) They were absorbed with whether or not to eat meat offered to idols.
(b) He considered that an idol was nothing therefore the issue was moot. V4 
(c) He considered that the meat was not going to make him closer to God. Neither was the meat going to make him further from God. V8
(d) Understand the essence of Liberty. A freedom to behave in a situation that is not sin.
(e) Is their Culture a Spiritual Liberty that offends you as a weaker brother?
i) Occasionally some things will become stumbling blocks to a weaker brother.
ii) Determine who is the weaker Brother. 12
iii) Determine if this is wounding a weaker conscience.
iv) Keep in mind that, Psalms 119:165 teaches "Great peace have they which love thy law: and nothing shall offend them."
(f) Do not allow their Liberty to be your Stumbling Block. V13
2. Understanding what is NOT Cultural.
a) Of matters moral / Sexual
b) Bigamy
c) Adultery
d) Fornication
e) Of Social
(1) Nudity
(2) Alcohol consumption
f) Understanding what may be cultural.
(1) Speech
(2) Specific Words
(3) Phrases
g) Music – 
(1) Drums
(2) Guitars
(3) Tambourines
h) Dress
(1) Men in skirts
(2) Women breast-feeding in worship services.
i) Administration
(1) Frequency of Service
(2) Times of Services
j) Understanding the James’ Mission Principle. 
(1) James 1:5  “If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.”
(2) Many times it will be a “Judgment Call” Rely on him make the best decision you can. You may later need to adjust, but do the best you can.
(3) Understand the need of living by Romans 14
k) You must have an understanding of when it is “Biblical” or “American.” (We are most familiar with the American Culture and we believe the way we do things is right. In our country this may be found acceptable. However when you arrive on the field things must be analyzed for why we do them.) 
(1) We are there to deliver the Gospel not to Disrupt the Operation of the Norm.
(2) It is Biblical if:
(a) You have Biblical Text, taken in context, to relate it.
(b) You have a foundational truth from scripture that directly speaks to this issue.
(c) You have a Doctrine to substantiate you issue.
(3) Learn to distinguish the difference:
(a) There are precepts:
i) Matters immutable
ii) A passage that delineates the truth.
iii) an explicit command
iv) a thou shalt not
(b) There are principles:
i) While not stated in Scripture
ii) These are the “I must not.”
(1) Would Jesus do it?
(2) Would it offend others?
(3) Will I lose my Testimony?
(4) Will I glorify my Father?
(5) Will it look evil?
iii) If I violate a precept: It is sin.
iv) If I violate a principle: it may lead to sin.
(c) There are preferences:
i) This comes from experience
ii) it is a matter of I should not
iii) 2 Cor. 6:14
(4) It is American if: 
(a) When you have no Doctrine, Reference, or Foundational Truth to base it on.
(b) When you find that when asked by a national, your only honest response is “Because that is the way we do it at home.”
(c) The American way may be good, right and proper. However, the Moldavian way may also be good, right and proper.
(d) Deliver the Gospel, Not Disrupt the Order of things.
(e) Their way may be slower, sillier, and strange, but it is their way and you are in their country.
(f) Learn to pick your battles.
(g) Fighting over whether they want a 4-hour service Sunday Afternoon and you want a 9:45, 11:00, and 7:30 service schedule may not accomplish your desired results.
(h) Fighting over whether the men wear skirts to church on Sunday because you are not used to it may upset the scheme of things even more.
(i) Souls lost over your rejection of their culture are in fact, Souls lost.
(j) Consider Proverbs 18:19  “A brother offended is harder to be won than a strong city: and their contentions are like the bars of a castle.”
E. Principles of language learning and its effect on the guest’s ministry in a host country.
F. Principles helping the guest family in adjust to the host’s culture.
1. A contextual Husband
2. A contextual Wife
3. The contextual Children
G. There must be an understanding of the contexts of the world.
H. Principles of understand
1. Returning to the model of Christ: “The Word became flesh...”
a) We must consider in every Missions context three constants remain:
(1) There will be a messenger: 
(a) Every missionary fits this role.
(b) He is the one who enters the unfamiliar for the familiar.
(c) He is the one who meets with the difficult for the duty.
(d) He is the one whose calling brings him to where God needs him to accomplish His work.
(2) There will be a message:
(a) There is one message we carry.
i) it is a message of truth - w/o compromise
ii) it is a message of grace - w/o confusion.
(b) It works in every culture to which we bring it.
(c) It will change people in their culture.
(d) It will, when the culture is opposition to the Word, change hearts, and consequentially the culture from within the culture.
(3) There will be a multitude (community)
(a) Herein is the chief variant in missions with 193 countries, 6 Billion souls, the communities and faces will change. The societies to which the belong will vary. 
(b) However man has one need. He needs a savior.
i) A Savior not a citizen of this world.
ii) A Saviors who alone can meet man’s need.
2. My Context:
(1) America’s culture may not be perceived readily by an American. However a close look will help 
(2) We come from an individualistic society.
(3) We can easily trample by assuming our culture is the standard by which other cultures are evaluated.
3. Their Context:
III. The Examples of Contextualization
A. Examples of Post New Testament era missionaries.
Examples of Modern Missionaries

IV. The Exegesis of Contextualization
A. A review of NT writings to find a model for missionaries to follow
B. A review of OT models contextualizing the message of the Lord.
1. Burning Bush
2. God in Eden
3. Abraham at his tent before Sodom.
C. A review of biblical accounts where the Gospel was contextualized in preaching.
D. A review of biblical accounts where the Gospel was contextualized in writing.
E. A review of biblical accounts where the Gospel was contextualized in the ministry of Jesus.
V. The Experiences of Contextualization
VI. Eternity’s View of Contextualization
A. God’s redemptive plan for all: A contextualized Ministry to man.

B. God’s redemptive program: A contextualized Great Commission.

God’s redemptive purpose: A contextualized Gospel for a unified Heaven.

An Indigenous Church - The elements of a church without a context

If we view our churches in our context we would believe that everything we see must be what the NT church really was. 

Are our churches really a replication of the NT churches? Have we convinced ourselves that they are when they really are not? Has our view of what a church is become so diluted that we can not even recognize it if we saw it?

In our pursuit to contextualize ourselves as messengers, and our message for the multitudes we must understand what a church looks like unwrapped. That is to say, if the context or culture in which a church lives is wrapping paper, what should the church look like in its raw form?

 

Our work in this contextualization process is to take the pure seed plant it anywhere and produce a church that looks like it grew there natively. We call this an indigenous church. The production of an indigenous church is not an accidental process. We must chart a course and follow it if we are to produce an indigenous church. The course we chart will follow certain markers. What are the markers by which we will chart our course?  We will find them when we answer these questions:

· What comprises a Church? The Description of an Indigenous church

· What is an indigenous church? The Definition of an Indigenous church

· How do we get to have indigenous churches? The Discipline of an Indigenous Church
· How do we plant it? The Duplication an Indigenous church

I. What comprises a Church? The Description of an Indigenous church. Acts 2:41-47
A. You will know it by it Activities:
1. A Church has People being Saved and Baptized
a) 41  "Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls.”

2. A Church has People being Discipled in their walk with God
a) 42 And they continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.

3. A Church has People that are involved in Ministry
a) 43 And fear came upon every soul: and many wonders and signs were done by the apostles. 

4. A Church has All the people that are saved, giving.
a) 44 And all that believed were together, and had all things common; 45 And sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to all men, as every man had need. 

5. A Church has its membership in unity.
a) 46 And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart, 

6. A Church has it members Rejoicing and being gracious with all the people 47a
a) 47a Praising God, and having favour with all the people.

7. A Church has the Lord responsible for adding to its membership. 47b
a) 47b And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved."
B. You will know it by its attributes:
1. The Look of its Pastor 
a) he meets the requirements of Titus and Timothy without equivocation
b) he is from them, among them, he is them.
2. The Look of it Partners
a) The deacons - when they have them - measure up to the Bible
b) The  
3. The Look of its People - 
a) Their men are holy husbands
b) Their women are modest and meek
c) Their children are disciplined and discipled
4. The Look of its Progress - Evangelizing
a) You will see them reaching their own with the Gospel
b) You will see them reaching beyond their borders with the Gospel
c) It is from here where He will call out Givers.
d) It is from here where He will call out Goers.
e) It is from here where He will call out Gatherers to Pray.
f) It is from here where He Commissions.
g) It is from here where He Carries out His work.
h) It is from here where He will provide for His Missionaries.
5. The look of its Praise - Worship
a) Music - 
(1) Geography does not change Psalms hymns and spiritual songs
(2) Culture does not dictate music
(3) We must be distinctly Christian
b) Message - Our identification is with His Word
c) Methods - Defined by Word not the World or whims of man
6. The Look of its Priorities:
a) The church is where spiritual Matters are heard and determined.
b) The church is home to holiness.
c) The church has one male Pastor who needs no female assistance, advice, nor admonition.
d) The church, if needed, has deacons who serve the tables of the church so the Pastor can handle the prayer and ministry.
e) The church is where discipline for erring members is meted out and where restoration is offered after repentance is made.
C. You will know it by its Authority. It is important to remember a church is a body of saved, scripturally baptized, believers observing the two ordinances, meeting regularly together for the evangelization of sinners, and for the edification, educating and equipping of the saints.
1. It is where prayer is made and praises are sung. 
2. It is where tithes are paid and offerings are given.  
3. It is where His ordinances are carried out.
4. The Lord’s table. To remember his death 
5. Baptism by immersion in water. To remember his resurrection.
6. It is where His Commission is carried forth.
7. It is not an organization but an organism.
8. It is the place for where His word was written. 
9. It is where His Word is to be read.
10. It is where His Word is to be taught. 
11. It is where His Word is to be preached. 
12. It is where His Word is to be proclaimed. 
13. It is where His Word is to be upheld.
It is where His Word is to be obeyed.  

II. What is an indigenous church? The Definition of an Indigenous church

A. Indigenous Missions:To produce something that is native; not exotic.

1. INDIG'ENOUS, a. [L. indigena, supra.]

a) Native; born in a country; applied to persons.

b) Native; produced naturally in a country or climate; not exotic; applied to vegetables.

B. The average missionary today believes an indigenous mission is merely starting a church that gets a local leader when he walks away. While this has the appearance of being indigenous, is it really?

C. What makes an indigenous work indigenous? A work is indigenous 

1. when the work is viewed by those who are local as being their own.

2. when a missionary is seen as one who gathered and trained instead of gave and sustained. 

3. when the people have been trusted, trained, and loved to a place of dependence on God instead of America.

III. How do we get to have indigenous works?
A. The answer depends on our thinking;
1. Our national pride and political placement in the superpowers of the world affects us.
a) We believe that we are superior to all in education, culture and background and we must go and train the poor nationals in heathen lands. 
b) Our culture of self-reliance, independence and organization naturally gets imposed upon the people to whom we serve. 
2. We must begin with the thinking 
a) these are my brethren, not my slaves. 
b) I am here to bring them the gospel like someone brought it to me. 
3. We must avoid:
a) Planting works that are dependent on outside help.
b) Our typical racial and religious pride. We believe we are superior.
(1) We have approached missions from the point of the wealthy man who pitches a dime in the cup of the poor. 
(2) We should have approached it from the husbandman who casts seed for the dependence of his family.
B. The answer depends on my listening to God for a location to serve:
1. Consider the places Paul went:
a) The Holy Spirit led. Acts 16:6,7
b) Paul spoke of regions more than cities.
c) By reaching 2-3 centers of influence Paul had stated he had reached a province. Romans 15:19,23
d) It seems that the places Paul went were centers of 
(1) Roman administration, 
(2) Greek civilization, 
(3) Jewish influence and 
(4) Commercial importance.
e) Summary: He was led as God opened the door. Wherever he was led he found a center of influence.
C. The answer depends on my leadership:
1. Doing everything for them and do everything with them.
a) We have taught, baptized, and shepherded them.
b) We have managed their funds, 
c) We have ordered their services, 
d) We have built their churches, 
e) We have provided their teachers. 
f) We have trained and ordained. 
g) We have done everything but offer them equality. 
h) We have done everything for them but not with them.
2. If indigenous churches are our goal, then we ought not to use slavery to be the training for liberty and autonomy.
D. The answer depends on my outlook:
1. The way I see my calling: Romans 10:1
a) He had an undeniable priority.
b) He had an undying passion.
c) He had an undiminishing prayer life.
d) He had an understanding of people.
e) He had an underlying purpose.
2. The way I see others: (those in my commission)
a) We have treated them as children and not the brethren.
b) We have made ourselves indispensable.
c) We have taught our converts to turn to us, and not Christ for guidance and finances.
d) We have become the Holy Spirit to them. Does he only speak to us and then us to them?
e) We shelter them from disaster or ruin and think we are doing the best thing for them. 
f) We have become enablers in missions instead of emancipators.
g) Paul’s terminology:
(1) Fellowhelpers
(2) Fellowlaborers
(3) Beloved
(4) Brother
(5) Saints
3. The way I see my commission:
a) Make all your teaching simple so those who are your learners can grasp it, practice it and pass it on.
b) When you organize keep it such manner that it can be understood and maintained. The test of any organizing is naturalness and permanence. 
c) In matters of finance, the church must control and maintain their business.
d) Instill a sense of mutual responsibility. The church is responsible for itself.
e) Believe in your people, allow them to make mistakes and learn from them.
IV. How do we plant it? The Duplication an Indigenous church

A. Learn the Language, Culture and People.
B. Learn from the people.
C. Let God build His church 
D. Look at Paul’s ministry:
1. From AD 47 – 57 Paul begins churches in the four provinces of the Roman Empire.
a) Galatia 
b) Macedonia
c) Achaia
d) Asia
2. After 10 years without planes, large financial resources, or the large baby bottle placed in the mouths of young ministries to rely on man. Paul headed west and the churches were not going to perish in his absence. Romans 15:24,28
a) Consider this these churches were really established. 
b) The very thought that they could be left standing on their own stands in opposition to our current day thinking. 
c) To think that churches could so rapidly and securely be planted seems to us today without credibility.
3. What has happened?
a) Missionaries have sailed overseas and had a burden for souls, a call from the Savior but a used a strategy from man.
b) There now appears to the honest soul a chasm that exists between Paul’s methods and ours is wide. 
(1) Are we right and he wrong?  
(2) Was he right and we wrong?
(3) What happened to our thinking?
(a) The history of missions in the last 150 years may have reshaped the thinking of missionaries to the extent that we no longer follow a biblical pattern.
(b) The trend of imitation and oral history and the perception of missionaries have all played a part in the erosion of the Bible method of church planting.
(c) At best what we do in missions today is take fragments of Paul’s methods and apply them, but is that enough? Is that what we are supposed to do?
c) Yet the truth remains, Paul was not the only one who used these methods as others went out and did the same.
d) Was it Exceptional times and exceptional men?
(1) Did they have greater advantages in birth, education, call? 
(2) Or was it taking the model Jesus gave them and really applying it.
(3) They had no printed word. 
(4) They had no super infrastructure of many churches just the leadership of the Holy Spirit coupled with an unadulterated passion for souls of men.
E. Did Paul gather congregations or did he plant churches?  I say he planted churches! Our western culture /society stands in opposition to the methods of Paul.
1. We believe that we are superior to all in education, culture and background and we must go and train the poor nationals in heathen lands. 
2. Our culture of self-reliance, independence and organization naturally gets imposed upon the people to whom we serve. 
3. We expect them to be an indigenous church but have our organizational structure.
F. Paul chose to grasp fundamental principles with an unhesitating faith in the power of the Holy Ghost to apply them to his hearers and to work out their appropriate external expressions of them.
(1) Clearly he succeeded in doing what we have so far only tried to do.
G. Questions to consider of Paul’s methods.
1. Did he deliberately select strategic points to establish churches?
2. Was his success due to an extraordinary people who received his appeal?
3. Were the social, moral and religious conditions so different from modern times that we are excused?
4. Was there a specific benefit Paul had that we do not have to exempt us from his level of success?
a) Miracles - In 5 towns
(1) Lystra-healed the cripple; 
(2) Philippi-expelled a demon; 
(3) Ephesus- handkerchiefs brought diseases and evils spirits to depart. 
(4) Troas- Eutychus) 
(5) Yes they were part of his ministry but not to gain further converts.
b) Preaching.
(1) All he spoke of was the gospel. 
(2) He did not have the eloquence of others. 
(3) He knew what God did for him!
c) Finances.
(1) Certainly he did not seek financial help for himself. 
(2) He took no financial help from those to whom he preached.
(3) He did not administer local funds.
The difference today is astounding. 

John O’Malley 







      BSWE - MI 330
John O’Malley 







      BSWE - MI 330

