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The author of this work wishes that inquiring minds will seek to ask 
the seldom asked question “is it truth?” rather than the more common 
question “by whom is it advocated?” 

“Those to whom the message of truth is spoken seldom ask, “Is it 
true?” but, “By whom is it advocated?”” {E. G. White, The Desire 
of Ages, p. 459} 

“Yet, when a view of Scripture is presented, many do not ask, Is 
it true—in harmony with God’s word? but, By whom is it advo-
cated? and unless it comes through the very channel that pleases 
them, they do not accept it.” {E. G. White, Testimonies to Ministers 
and Gospel Workers, pp. 105,106} 

                                                   
                 
                                                            Nader Mansour 
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Putting the Pieces together 

Theological works which do not have the ‘official stamp’ of the Sev-
enth-day Adventist church are often accused of quoting Ellen White 
‘out of context.’ For this reason we have chosen to place all references 
at the end of each quotation. We strongly recommend and encourage 
the reader to look up the references and consider the original source 
and context of every single quotation. 
(Due to space limitations many quotes are short, citing only the rele-
vant words. The reader is strongly encouraged and admonished to read 
the quotes in their entire context before attempting the charge of ‘out 
of context.’ If the reader has no access to all the books quoted, he can 
locate them online at: www.whiteestate.org)
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 Answers to some 
‘difficult’ stAtements

“If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to 
all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.”  
James 1:5 

The primary objective of this work is not necessarily to disprove the 
trinity doctrine as much as to interpret Ellen White’s statements on 
the Godhead so that nothing contradicts. This is by no means an ex-
haustive treatise on the statements that are here in question, neither is 
this an exhaustive collection of such statements. 
It is usually the case with this topic that sooner rather than later some-
one will turn to the book Evangelism (specifically pages 613-617) and 
triumphantly present those passages as a solid defense of the doctrine 
of the trinity. Sadly many people forget the basic principles of un-
derstanding the Testimonies. This is how Sister White puts it, “The 
testimonies themselves will be the key that will explain the messages 
given, as scripture is explained by scripture.” “Regarding the testimo-
nies, nothing is ignored; nothing is cast aside; but time and place must 
be considered.” {E. G. White, Selected Messages Book 1, pp. 42, 57}
We shall use these rules to examine some passages in question. 

seeming objeCtion: 

“The Father is all the fullness of the Godhead bodily, and is invis-
ible to mortal sight. 

The Son is all the fullness of the Godhead manifested. The Word of 
God declares Him to be “the express image of His person.” “God 
so loved the world, that He gave His only-begotten Son, that who-
soever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life.” Here is shown the personality of the Father. 
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The Comforter that Christ promised to send after He ascended 
to heaven, is the Spirit in all the fullness of the Godhead, making 
manifest the power of divine grace to all who receive and believe 
in Christ as a personal Saviour. There are three living persons of 
the heavenly trio; in the name of these three great powers—the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit—those who receive Christ by 
living faith are baptized, and these powers will co-operate with 
the obedient subjects of heaven in their efforts to live the new 
life in Christ.—Special Testimonies, Series B, No. 7, pp. 62, 63. (1905)” 
{Evangelism, pp. 614, 615} 

short Answer: 
The heavenly “trio” are: God the Father, His Son Jesus Christ, and 
their Holy Spirit (not a trio of gods!). There is one God, and one Lord 
and one Spirit (the Spirit of Christ), not a trio of co-equal divine be-
ings (see Romans 8:9-11).

DetAileD Answer: 
The Father is all the fullness of the Godhead bodily. He is invisible to 
us mortals. The only way we can know God (His Godhead) is if He is 
manifested. Christ inherited the Godhead (divinity) of His Father and 
is therefore “all the fullness of the Godhead manifested”. All the full-
ness that dwells in the Son of God is His birthright and inheritance 
(Hebrews 1:4). This divine fullness dwells in Christ because it pleased 
the Father (Colossians 2:9; 1:19). Christ possessed, by divine birth, 
the glory of His Father (Hebrews 1:3; John 1:14; 2 Corinthians 4:6). 

“In Christ is gathered all the glory of the Father. In Him is all the 
fullness of the Godhead bodily. He is the brightness of the Fa-
ther’s glory, and the express image of His person. The glory of the 
attributes of God are expressed in His character.” {E. G. White, 
S.D.A. Bible Commentary Vol. 7, p. 907} 

“The love of God, manifested toward fallen man in the gift of his 
beloved Son, amazed the holy angels. “God so loved the world 
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that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” The Son was the 
brightness of the Father’s glory, and the express image of his per-
son. He possessed divine excellence and greatness. He was equal 
with God. It pleased the Father that in him all fullness should 
dwell.” {E. G. White, The Spirit of Prophecy Vol. 2, p. 38} 

But, what of the Spirit? From the Bible we learn a very important definition: 

“Who hath directed the spirit of the LORD, or being his counsel-
lor hath taught him?” “For who hath known the mind of the Lord? 
or who hath been his counsellor?” Isaiah 40:13; Romans 11:34 

“You have the Bible. Study it for yourself. The teachings of the 
divine directory are not to be ignored or perverted. The divine 
mind will guide those who desire to be led.” {E. G. White, This 
Day with God, p. 188} 

“Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you 
into all truth...” John 16:13 

“The same divine mind that is working upon the things of nature 
is speaking to the hearts of men and creating an inexpressible 
craving for something they have not. The things of the world can-
not satisfy their longing. The Spirit of God is pleading with them 
to seek for those things that alone can give peace and rest—the 
grace of Christ, the joy of holiness. Through influences seen and 
unseen, our Saviour is constantly at work to attract the minds of 
men from the unsatisfying pleasures of sin to the infinite blessings 
that may be theirs in Him.” {E. G. White, Steps to Christ, p. 28} 

“Character is influence. Christ’s work was to draw minds into 
sympathy with his own divine mind.” {E. G. White, Review and 
Herald, September 29, 1891 par. 14} 

“Fallen men, in one sense, could not be companions for Christ, 
for they could not enter into sympathy with his divine nature, 
and hold communion with the world’s Redeemer.” {E. G. White,  
Signs of the Times, December 11, 1879 par. 3} 
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Now we are plainly given an explanation of “his divine nature”: 

“It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing; the 
words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.” 
Christ is not here referring to his doctrine, but to his person, the 
divinity of his character.” {E. G. White, Review and Herald, April 
5, 1906 par. 12} 

So when Christ was talking about the Spirit, He was actually referring 
“to his person, the divinity of his character”! We saw earlier that this 
is also called “his own divine mind” and “his divine nature”. How easy 
it is to harmonize the Testimonies when we allow them to be their 
own key! 
Since Jesus is the only-begotten Son of God, He has inherited that 
spirit, that mind, that divine character (nature) from His Father. They 
both share the one Spirit (Romans 8:9); this spirit is the mind of God 
and Christ. 

“”Now if any man have not the spirit of Christ, he is none of his.” 
This is close language. Who can stand the test? The word of God 
is to us a daguerreotype of the mind of God and of Christ, also 
of man fallen, and man renewed after the image of Christ, pos-
sessing the divine mind.” {E. G. White, Review and Herald, June 22, 
1886 par. 4} (Daguerreotype means: a picture image or exact copy.) 

Speaking of God’s mind, or God’s thoughts, we read this wonderful 
description: “By coming to dwell with us, Jesus was to reveal God both 
to men and to angels. He was the Word of God,—God’s thought made 
audible.” {E. G. White, The Desire of Ages, p. 19} 

“Who is Christ?—He is the only-begotten Son of the living God. 
He is to the Father as a word that expresses the thought,—as a 
thought made audible. Christ is the word of God.” {E. G. White, 
The Youth’s Instructor, June 28, 1894 par. 9}

Having established this fact, now let us read on and see what Mrs. 
White continues to say (with more context): 

“The Comforter that Christ promised to send after He ascended 
to heaven, is the Spirit in all the fullness of the Godhead, making 
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manifest the power of divine grace to all who receive and believe 
in Christ as a personal Saviour. There are three living persons of 
the heavenly trio. In the name of these three powers,—the Fa-
ther, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, those who receive Christ by 
living faith are baptized, and these powers will cooperate with 
the obedient subjects of heaven in their efforts to live the new life 
in Christ. ...  He who has continual faith in the Father and the 
Son has the Spirit also. The Holy Spirit is his comforter, and he 
never departs from the truth.” {E. G. White, Bible Training School, 
March 1, 1906} 

The Comforter is sent to us “in all the fullness of the Godhead”. This 
fullness we have seen to be the Godhead and divinity (the divine 
mind) of the Father which His Son inherited and manifests to us by 
sending us His spirit which He inherited from the Father. Since the 
Spirit is the very life and soul of Christ ( John 10:15,17; Luke 23:46), 
then when He sends it to us, we partake of its fullness. 

“The Father gave His Spirit without measure to His Son, and we 
also may partake of its fullness.” {E. G. White, The Great Contro-
versy, p. 477} 

There is a flow of glory/life from the Father to the Son coming to us 
through the channel of the Spirit. Two divine beings send us their life 
and glory by the channel of the Spirit (not by a third divine being), 
thus she says we are to have faith in those two divine beings, not three 
“He who has continual faith in the Father and the Son has the Spirit 
also”. As by faith we trust the Father and the Son they (not someone 
else) will abide with us by their very own personal presence, which is 
their holy spirit. 

“By the Spirit the Father and the Son will come and make their 
abode with you.” {E. G. White, Bible Echo, January 15, 1893 par. 8}

“Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep 
my words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto 
him, and make our abode with him.” John 14:23 

“The sinner then stands before God as a just person; he is taken 
into favor with Heaven, and through the Spirit has fellowship 
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with the Father and the Son.” {E. G. White, Selected Messages 
Book 3, p. 191}—This is the true meaning of the above statement 
when we allow the Testimonies to explain themselves. 

But, what of the expression “There are three living persons of the 
heavenly trio”? 
We should also ask ourselves: What is the time and the place (and the 
situation) that called forth the above Testimony? From the context 
(Dated November 1905 and found in Special Testimonies Series B #7, 
pp. 60-64) we learn that it is regarding the issue of Dr. Kellogg and the 
teaching he was promoting. For example: 

“Letters have come to me with statements made by men who 
claimed to have asked Dr. Kellogg if he believes the testimonies 
that Sister White bears. He declares that he does, but he does 
not.” {Ibid, p. 60} 

“The ministers of God are being drawn in and deceived by his 
science.” {Ibid, p. 61} 

“I am so sorry that sensible men do not discern the trail of the 
serpent. I call it thus; for thus the Lord pronounces it.” {Ibid, p. 61} 

In plain words which cannot be mistaken, Sister White declared that 
Kellogg had joined forces with Satan! 

“God does not accept Dr. Kellogg as His laborer, unless he will 
now break with Satan.” {Ibid, p. 64} 

She refers to a doctrine he was teaching as “advanced scientific ideas.” 
She says that right after quoting the Bible passage speaking of the 
“depths of Satan” (see Revelation 2:24). What was Kellogg teaching 
that caused Ellen White to use this strong language? What doctrine 
was Kellogg trying to teach that originates with Satan? 
While most are aware of Kellogg’s pantheistic teachings, many are 
not aware of Dr. Kellogg’s Trinitarian theology (See Appendix I, p. 25 
for evidence). Sister White was refuting the Trinitarian theology that 
Kellogg had come to believe and promote, namely, God the Father—
God the Son—God the Holy Spirit (Yes, he was teaching a trinity of 
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3 co-eternal, co-equal god-beings!). From this we immediately know 
her statement cannot counter and teach the trinity both at the same 
time! It is in this context that we are to read that statement talking 
about the heavenly trio. Mrs. White would be contradicting herself if 
she condemned Kellogg’s doctrine and then went on to teach the very 
same thing! Therefore, the statement she makes cannot be taken to 
teach a trinity. She must mean something, the meaning of which does 
not lie on the immediate surface. We know she and Kellogg did not 
teach the same thing, so what can she possibly mean?
This statement needs to be set in its correct order. In Ellen White’s 
original handwritten manuscript, a copy of which appears here, it 
was corrected to read: “There are living three personalities of the 
heavenly trio …
So she doesn’t say “three living persons 
of the heavenly trio” but she actually says 
“the living three personalities of the heav-
enly trio”. Some 
may be inclined 
to think there is 
no difference be-
tween the two, but the prophet herself saw 
a difference in that she corrected it. She 
obviously thought there was enough dif-
ference to warrant a correction, lest she be 
misunderstood (as is the case today) to be 
teaching a trinity. If these two words both 
conveyed the same meaning in her mind, the change would not have 
been necessary. 
Allowing the Testimonies to interpret themselves, here are the “heav-
enly trio” as defined by her: 

“They have one God and one Saviour; and one Spirit—the Spirit 
of Christ—is to bring unity into their ranks.” {E. G. White, Testi-
monies Volume 9, p. 189} 

“Christ tells us that the Holy Spirit is the Comforter, and the Com-
forter is the Holy Ghost, “the Spirit of truth, which the Father 
shall send in My name.”... This refers to the omnipresence of the 
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Spirit of Christ, called the Comforter.” {E. G. White, Manuscript 
Releases Vol.14, p. 179} 

“Cumbered with humanity, Christ could not be in every place 
personally; therefore it was altogether for their advantage that He 
should leave them, go to His father, and send the Holy Spirit to 
be His successor on earth. The Holy Spirit is Himself divested of 
the personality of humanity and independent thereof. He would 
represent Himself as present in all places by His Holy Spirit, as 
the Omnipresent.” {E. G. White, Manuscript Releases Vol.14, p. 23} 

As can be plainly seen from above, the spirit is “the spirit of Christ”; 
it is Christ’s very own omnipresence by which He (not someone else) 
represents Himself “as the Omnipresent”. As in all her other writings, 
she maintained that God the Father and His Son were the only divine 
beings (See Appendix II ‘How many divine beings?’, p. 46). “The Father is 
all the fullness of the Godhead”, “The Son is all the fullness of the God-
head” {Evangelism, p. 615}. This is her consistent belief in ALL her 
writings. This was the belief of the entire denomination at that time. 
Having established this faith of two beings who are the fullness of the 
Godhead, she then said the “Comforter is the spirit in all the fullness 
of the Godhead” meaning the comforter brings us the fullness of the 
Godhead which is the Father and the Son. This Comforter is defined 
by her: “This refers to the omnipresence of the Spirit of Christ, called 
the Comforter” which she described as Christ Himself “divested of 
the personality of humanity”. This is the third “personality” according 
to her own definitions; not another separate divine being. There was 
no “third being” - no third separate divine individual. She sums it all 
up by affirming: 

“The Father and the Son alone are to be exalted.” {E. G. White, 
The Youth’s Instructor, July 7, 1898 par. 2} 

“The divine Spirit that the world’s Redeemer promised to send is 
the presence and power of God.” {E. G. White, Signs of the Times, 
November 23, 1891} 
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seeming objeCtion: 

“Christ is the pre-existent, self-existent Son of God. … In speaking 
of his pre-existence, Christ carries the mind back through dateless 
ages. He assures us that there never was a time when He was not 
in close fellowship with the eternal God. He to whose voice the 
Jews were then listening had been with God as one brought up 
with Him.—Signs of the Times, Aug. 29,1900.” {Evangelism, p. 615} 

short Answer: 
Christ was the Son of God in His pre-existence (i.e. He did not be-
come the Son of God in Bethlehem). Ever since the birth of Christ 
in heaven (back in the dateless ages), He has been in close fellowship 
with His divine Father. 
Christ is the pre-existent Son of God, meaning that He was a Son 
in His pre-existence. We know that this Son-ship is a real and literal 
one based on birth (brought forth). It is after clarifying this fact, that 
Christ is the Son of God in His pre-existence, she then says there never 
was a time when He was not in fellowship with the eternal God. The 
meaning should be clear to all. Ever since Christ was begotten of the 
Father He has ever been in close fellowship with Him. This is what 
the statement says. 

DetAileD Answer: 
This statement is used by some to teach that Christ was never begotten 
of His Father in heaven. Is this the meaning that Sister White had in 
mind when writing it? Does this statement teach us that Christ was 
never begotten of the Father? Does this statement tell us that Christ 
is not the real and literal Son of God? 
On the contrary, we are assured Christ is indeed the pre-existent, 
“self-existent Son of God.” He was a Son in His pre-existence. Far 
from denying the fact that Christ is the only begotten of the Father, 
this passage actually proves the very truth of the divine son-ship of our 
Master that Christ is the pre-existent Son of God. He was the Son of 
God before Bethlehem. 
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Let us again use the unfailing key “The testimonies themselves will be 
the key that will explain the messages given, as scripture is explained 
by scripture.” 

“Christ was the Son of God; He had been one with Him before the 
angels were called into existence. He had ever stood at the right 
hand of the Father …” {E. G. White, Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 38} 

Christ, ever since His birth before all things (Proverbs 8:22-30), has 
always been in close fellowship with His Father, the eternal God. “He 
had ever stood at the right hand of the Father”. He is equal to His Fa-
ther in divine attributes for He has them by inheritance (Hebrews1:4). 
Notice how she said that Christ “carries the mind back through the 
dateless ages”. We cannot put a date on Christ’s birth in heaven. It is 
beyond our comprehension. We cannot compute His pre-existence by 
our human figures: 

“Angels of God looked with amazement upon Christ, who took 
upon Himself the form of man and humbly united His divinity 
with humanity in order that He might minister to fallen man. It is 
a marvel among the heavenly angels. God has told us that He did 
do it, and we are to accept the Word of God just as it reads. And 
although we may try to reason in regard to our Creator, how long 
he has had existence, where evil first entered into our world, and 
all these things, we may reason about them until we fall down 
faint and exhausted with the research when there is yet an infin-
ity beyond.” {E. G. White, S.D.A. Bible Commentary Vol. 7, p. 919} 

“Here Christ shows them that, although they might reckon His life 
to be less than fifty years, yet His divine life could not be reck-
oned by human computation. The existence of Christ before His 
incarnation is not measured by figures.” {E. G. White, Signs of the 
Times, May 3, 1899 par. 4} 

What about that expression where she says “there never was a time 
when He was not in close fellowship with the eternal God.”? Does this 
mean that there never was a time when He was begotten? Certainly 
not! This statement is clear in that ever since Christ was begotten of 
the Father, there never was a time when He was not with the Father 
for He was daily His delight (see Proverbs 8:30 which she quotes). 
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Let us see what the statement really means by doing some replacement 
of names and see how the meaning holds. Let us apply the statement 
to the angel Gabriel (a created angel that we have no idea how long 
ago he was created). It will read something like this: 
‘Gabriel is an angel of God … in speaking of His existence, Gabriel carries 
the mind back through the dateless ages. Gabriel assures us that there never 
was a time when He was not in close fellowship with the Son of God.’ 
Would anyone take this statement to mean that Gabriel was not cre-
ated? Of course not. We all understand that it will mean this: ever 
since Gabriel was created he has always been in close fellowship with 
Christ. This is true, as far as we can tell. 
Here is another example: ‘Eve assures us that there never was a time 
when she was not in close fellowship with Adam.’ 
Would this statement mean that Eve and Adam are the same age? 
No, for we know that Adam was first. Yet it is still correct to say the 
above statement, for the meaning is clear. We know that since she was 
created, she has been in close fellowship with Adam (till she walked 
to that tree). On the other hand, Adam would not be able to assure us 
that ‘there never was a time when he was not in close fellowship with 
Eve’ for he was created before her, and indeed there was a time when 
he was not with her. 
The point is this: the statement is saying the same thing about Christ. 
Christ (not the Father) assures us of this fact. Since His birth, He has 
ever been in close fellowship with His Father. Had the Father been the 
one who said “there never was a time when Christ was not with me” 
it would have been a different story. But this is not the case. Christ is 
the speaker and He gives us the assurance. Furthermore, He is self-ex-
istent like His Father for this is what He inherited. He was given that 
self-existent life, as He has told us: 

“For as the Father hath life in himself; so hath he given to the Son 
to have life in himself” John 5:26

“God is the Father of Christ; Christ is the Son of God. To Christ 
has been given an exalted position. He has been made equal with 
the Father. All the counsels of God are opened to His Son.” {E. G. 
White, Testimonies Volume 8, p. 268} 
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The fact that Christ is the Son of God (being begotten of Him) is 
the key to understanding Christ’s exalted and equal position with the 
Father. He is so because this is how He was begotten; possessing all 
these divine attributes. 

“Christ was the Son of God; He had been one with Him before 
the angels were called into existence. He had ever stood at the 
right hand of the Father; His supremacy, so full of blessing to all 
who came under its benignant control, had not heretofore been 
questioned. The harmony of heaven had never been interrupted; 
wherefore should there now be discord?” {E. G. White, Patriarchs 
and Prophets, pp. 38, 39} 

Yes, wherefore should now be discord still? 

seeming objeCtion: 

“Jesus declared, “I am the resurrection, and the life.” In Christ is 
life, original, unborrowed, underived. “He that hath the Son hath 
life.” The divinity of Christ is the believer’s assurance of eternal 
life.—The Desire of Ages, p. 530 (1898)” {Evangelism, p. 616} 

short Answer: 
Christ was GIVEN (by divine inheritance) the original, unborrowed, 
underived life of His Father. This is plainly what He said in John 5:26. 

DetAileD Answer: 
This statement is much misunderstood today. Once again, let us allow 
the Testimonies to be the interpreting key. Reading the statement in 
its full context will clarify the confusion. 

“”In him was life; and the life was the light of men” (John 1:4). 
It is not physical life that is here specified, but immortality, the life 
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which is exclusively the property of God. The Word, who was with 
God, and who was God, had this life. Physical life is something 
which each individual receives. It is not eternal or immortal; for 
God, the Life-giver, takes it again. Man has no control over his life. 
But the life of Christ was unborrowed. No one can take this life 
from Him. “I lay it down of myself” (John 10:18), He said. In Him 
was life, original, unborrowed, underived. This life is not inherent 
in man. He can possess it only through Christ. He cannot earn it; it 
is given him as a free gift if he will believe in Christ as His personal 
Saviour. “This is life eternal, that they might know thee the only 
true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent” (John 17:3). This 
is the open fountain of life for the world.” {E. G. White, The Signs 
of the Times, April 8, 1897} (Quoted in Selected Messages Book 1, 
pp. 296, 297} 

From the context we plainly learn that original, unborrowed, under-
ived life can be GIVEN. It will be given (by bestowal) as a free gift 
to all those who believe. This is in harmony with the words of Christ 
when He said that God the Father gave Him that life (original, unbor-
rowed, underived life): 

“For as the Father hath life in himself; so hath he given to the Son 
to have life in himself” John 5:26 

This life was given to Christ by virtue of His divine birth and inher-
itance (being begotten with that life). We know that Christ is here 
talking about eternal life (original, unborrowed, underived life). To as-
certain this fact all we need to do is ask ourselves the question: What 
kind of life does the Father have in Himself ? It certainly cannot be 
mortal life. It can only be immortal life (1 Timothy 1:17) which is 
described as original, unborrowed, underived. 
This is the Son’s life by right of inheritance. He inherited that life 
of his Father by birth (for He is the only-begotten Son). Therefore, 
Christ is the only one who has this life as the Father. It is His Father’s 
life and Christ inherited it by virtue of being brought forth from Him. 
Christ received ALL things (by birth) from the Father. Does that 
include life as well? Is it true that it is the Father’s life which flows 
through His only-begotten Son? 
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“All things Christ received from God, but He took to give. So in 
the heavenly courts, in His ministry for all created beings: through 
the beloved Son, the Father’s life flows out to all; through the Son 
it returns, in praise and joyous service, a tide of love, to the great 
Source of all.” {E. G. White, The Desire of Ages, p. 21} 

The Messenger of God says plainly: the Father’s life flows through the 
Son. The Father is “the great Source of all”. He is the source of life. He 
is the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. It is His life that we 
can receive through Christ. Christ has this very same life by right of 
inheritance. This life was GIVEN to Him by His Father! 

“”I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life,” Christ declares; “no one 
cometh unto the Father, but by me.” Christ is invested with power 
to give life to all creatures.” {E. G. White, Review and Herald, April 
5, 1906 par. 12} 

“As thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he should give 
eternal life to as many as thou hast given him.” John 17:2 

seeming objeCtion: 

“The eternal heavenly dignitaries—God, and Christ, and the Holy 
Spirit—arming them [the disciples] with more than mortal energy,  
… would advance with them to the work and convince the world 
of sin.—Manuscript 145,1901.” {Evangelism, p. 616} 

short Answer: 
This statement (taken alone) only lists the heavenly dignitaries but 
says nothing as to the relation that they hold to each other. To in-
sist that these dignitaries must be a trinity of 3 co-equal, co-eternal 
god-beings goes beyond the scope of the statement. All we learn from 
this statement is that there is God and Christ and the Holy Spirit and 
that they are heavenly dignitaries. 
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DetAileD Answer: 
The Father, Son and Holy Spirit are the eternal dignitaries of Heaven. 
There is no doubt that there are three. No one denies that there is a 
Holy Spirit! But, does that mean that they are three divine beings? 
Does a mere listing of the three indicate that they must be all divine 
beings? Or, are we told elsewhere what relation these three sustain to 
each other? 
This statement does not tell us about the relation between the Father, 
Son and Spirit. It does not tell us that they are three beings. It does not 
tell us that the Spirit is a co-equal being with God and Christ. It does 
not tell us that Jesus is not begotten of His Father. That list merely tells 
us there are three, which everyone believes. But, come now; let us allow 
Mrs. White to define for us the relation between those three, which is 
the point of question. We shall again make use of that trusty key. 
What relation is there between God and Christ? 

“The Scriptures clearly indicate the relation between God and 
Christ, and they bring to view as clearly the personality and in-
dividuality of each. [Hebrews 1:1-5 quoted] God is the Father of 
Christ; Christ is the Son of God. to christ has been given an ex-
alted position. he has been made equal with the father. All the 
counsels of God are opened to His Son.” {E. G. White, Testimo-
nies Volume 8, p. 268} 

“Christ was the Son of God; He had been one with Him before 
the angels were called into existence.” {E. G. White, Patriarchs and 
Prophets, p. 38} 

“A complete offering has been made; for “God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only-begotten Son,”—not a son by creation, as 
were the angels, nor a son by adoption, as is the forgiven sinner, 
but a Son begotten in the express image of the Father’s person, and 
in all the brightness of his majesty and glory, one equal with God 
in authority, dignity, and divine perfection. In him dwelt all the 
fullness of the Godhead bodily.” {E. G. White, Signs of the Times, 
May 30, 1895 par. 3} 
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This makes Christ the First-born of heaven. Notice: 

“The dedication of the first-born had its origin in the earliest times. 
God had promised to give the First-born of heaven to save the 
sinner.” {E. G. White, The Desire of Ages, p. 51} 

Therefore, we rightly conclude that Christ is the Firstborn of heaven. 
He was born first in heaven, and then later He came to earth to be 
‘born again’! When He was born on earth He became the Son of God 
in “a new sense”. Notice: 

“In His humanity He was a partaker of the divine nature. In His 
incarnation He gained in a new sense the title of the Son of God. 
Said the angel to Mary, “The power of the Highest shall overshad-
ow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee 
shall be called the Son of God” (Luke 1:35). While the Son of a 
human being, He became the Son of God in a new sense. Thus 
He stood in our world—the Son of God, yet allied by birth to the 
human race.” {E. G. White, Selected Message Book 1, pp. 226, 227} 

“While upon this earth, the Son of God was the Son of man; yet 
there were times when His divinity flashed forth.” {E. G. White, 
Testimonies Volume 8, p. 202} 

Based on the above passages we plainly learn that Christ was begotten 
of His Father in heaven (long before the incarnation took place). It is 
easy to understand things when we allow Mrs. White to explain her-
self. Things are getting plainer as we proceed. Let us continue. 
What relation does the Spirit hold to the Father and Son? Let us use 
the key yet again. 

“Christ declared that after his ascension, he would send to his 
church, as his crowning gift, the Comforter, who was to take his 
place. This Comforter is the Holy Spirit,—the soul of his life, the 
efficacy of his church, the light and life of the world. With his 
Spirit Christ sends a reconciling influence and a power that takes 
away sin.” {E. G. White, Review and Herald, May 19, 1904 par. 1} 
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“Christ gives them the life of his life. The Holy Spirit puts forth its 
highest energies to work in mind and heart.” {E. G. White, Review 
and Herald, January 5, 1911 par. 6} 

“The impartation of the Spirit is the impartation of the life of 
Christ.” {E. G. White, The Desire of Ages, p. 805} 

“Christ gives them the breath of His own spirit, the life of His 
own life. The Holy Spirit puts forth its highest energies to work in 
heart and mind.” {E. G. White, The Desire of Ages, p. 827} 

We have just read plainly that the Spirit is the life of Christ, the divin-
ity of His character. 

“”As the living Father hath sent me,” he says, “and I live by the 
Father; so he that eateth me, even he shall live by me. … It is the 
spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing; the words that 
I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.” Christ is not 
here referring to his doctrine, but to his person, the divinity of his 
character.” {E. G. White, Review and Herald, April 5, 1906 par. 12} 

We learned earlier that “through the beloved Son, the Father’s life 
flows out to all”. Therefore this spirit (life) that Christ has is also the 
same spirit (life) that the Father has: “For as the Father hath life in 
himself; so hath he given to the Son to have life in himself” John 5:26.
Which plainly tells us that the Father and Son share the same life 
(spirit). It is both the spirit (life) of the Father and the spirit (life) of 
the Son. 

“But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit 
of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, 
he is none of his. And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because 
of sin; but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. But if the 
Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he 
that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal 
bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you.” Romans 8:9-11 (See also 
Galatians 1:1; Ephesians 3:14-17) 
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Therefore, when we have that life of the Father and Son we are really 
having communion and fellowship with them both, not with some-
one else: 

“That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that 
ye also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is 
with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.” 1 John 1:3 (See 
also 2 John 9) 

“By the Spirit the Father and the Son will come and make their 
abode with you.” {E. G. White, Bible Echo and Signs of the Times, 
January 15, 1893 par. 8} 

“Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep 
my words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto 
him, and make our abode with him.” John 14:23 

“The sinner then stands before God as a just person; he is taken 
into favor with Heaven, and through the Spirit has fellowship 
with the Father and the Son.” {E. G. White, Selected Message 
Book 3, p. 191} 

We can indeed praise the Father and Son for their magnificent gift. 
They share their life with us! (2 Peter 1:4) These are the “The eternal 
heavenly dignitaries”. 

seeming objeCtion: 

“We need to realize that the Holy Spirit, who is as much a person 
as God is a person, is walking through these grounds.—Man-
uscript 66,1899. (From a talk to the students at the Avondale School.)” 
{Evangelism, p. 616} 

short Answer: 
This statement is talking about the Lord Jesus (when it is read in its 
original context). The statement appearing in Evangelism is edited 
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to suit the bias of the compilers. “There are many who interpret that 
which I write in the light of their own preconceived opinions. You know 
what this means. A division in understanding and diverse opinions is the 
sure result.” {E. G. White, Selected Messages Book 3, p. 79} 

DetAileD Answer: 
This is a classic example of misquotation. We were warned very plainly 
not to do this with the Spirit of Prophecy. “There are some, who upon 
accepting erroneous theories, strive to establish them by collecting from 
my writings statements of truth, which they use, separated from their 
proper connection and perverted by association with error. Thus seeds 
of heresy, springing up and growing rapidly into strong plants, are sur-
rounded by many precious plants of truth, and in this way a mighty 
effort is made to vindicate the genuineness of the spurious plants.” {E. 
G. White, This Day With God, p. 126} 
Now let us look at that statement in its full context (which is hidden 
from the reader of Evangelism). 

“The Lord says this because He knows it is for our good. He 
would build a wall around us, to keep us from transgression, so 
that His blessing and love may be bestowed on us in rich mea-
sure. This is the reason we have established a school here. The 
Lord instructed us that this was the place in which we should 
locate, and we have had every reason to think that we are in 
the right place. We have been brought together as a school, and 
we need to realize that the Holy Spirit, who is as much a person 
as God is a person, is walking through these grounds, unseen 
by human eyes; that the Lord God is our Keeper and Helper. 
He hears every word we utter and knows every thought of the 
mind.”{E. G. White, Sermons and Talks Volume Two, pp. 136, 137} 
{Also appearing in Manuscript Releases Vol. 7, p. 299} 

As can be plainly seen, the statement appearing in Evangelism was 
doctored (altered) by the editors to suit their own thinking. In 1946 
the editors and compilers of Evangelism (compiled by LeRoy E. 
Froom and friends) selected a number of E. G. White statements on 
the Godhead (about 6-8) which seemed to imply that she was teach-
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ing the trinity doctrine. Remember, the book Evangelism by Ellen 
White is a compilation with subheadings she did not supply. They are 
supplied by Froom and friends, such as the use of the word ‘Trinity’. 
She never used the word in all her writings. It was LeRoy Froom who 
supplied the word trinity in the subheadings of the book Evangelism, 
as well as the carefully “selected” (and edited) quotes by Ellen White 
on the Godhead. 
Yet the prophet has not failed to warn us of such attempts either.

“There will be those once united with us in the faith who will search 
for new, strange doctrines, for something odd and sensational to 
present to the people. They will bring in all conceivable fallacies, 
and will present them as coming from Mrs. White, that they may 
beguile souls.” {E. G. White, Selected Messages Book 1, p. 41} 

Who has a right to meddle with the words of the inspired Messenger? 
Why should the editors of Evangelism feel a need to place a full stop 
where the prophet places a comma and continues her explanation? 
Why should they thus cut up this sentence? Anyone reading the whole 
paragraph should know the answer. 
Let us now examine the statement carefully in its full context. Mrs. 
White is not talking of more than one individual, for she is using the 
singular pronoun “he” all through. If she were talking of more than one 
she would have used “they” rather than “he”. Therefore, she is talking 
only of one person: “the Lord”. It is “the Lord” who is our keeper, not 
someone else. The Lord is the one who hears every word. It is the Lord 
who is “unseen by human eyes”. And even though He is there by His 
Holy Spirit yet He is as much a real person as if He were here physi-
cally! This is the meaning of that statement. His personal presence is 
His person, which is as much a person as He is a person. 
Now let us compare the Spirit of Prophecy (the key) here a little and 
there a little: 

“It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing; the 
words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.” 
Christ is not here referring to his doctrine, but to his person, the 
divinity of his character.” {E. G. White, Review and Herald, April 
5, 1906 par. 12} 
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How plain! When Christ speaks of the Spirit, He is referring “to his 
person” (not to a different person other than Himself ). This is why it 
is as much a person as God is a person, for it is His very own person! 

“Christ walks unseen through our streets. With messages of mer-
cy He comes to our homes. With all who are seeking to minister 
in His name, He waits to co-operate. He is in the midst of us, 
to heal and to bless, if we will receive Him.” {E. G. White, The 
Ministry of Healing, p. 107} 

“Remember that Jesus is beside you wherever you go, noting 
your actions and listening to your words. Would you be ashamed 
to hear his voice speaking to you, and to know that he hears your 
conversation?” {E. G. White, The Youth’s Instructor, February 4, 
1897 par. 3} 

Who walks unseen in our streets? Who is it that listens to our words 
and hears our conversation? Why, it is Jesus who is beside us. But how 
is He beside us? 

“That Christ should manifest Himself to them, and yet be invisi-
ble to the world, was a mystery to the disciples. They could not 
understand the words of Christ in their spiritual sense. They were 
thinking of the outward, visible manifestation. They could not 
take in the fact that they could have the presence of christ with 
them, and yet he be unseen by the world. They did not under-
stand the meaning of a spiritual manifestation.” {E. G. White, The 
Southern Work, September 13, 1898 par. 2} 

“By the Spirit the Father and the Son will come and make their 
abode with you.” {E. G. White, Bible Echo and Signs of the Times, 
January 15, 1893 par. 8} 

Therefore, we rightly conclude that the Holy Spirit is the unseen per-
sonal presence of the Father and the Son. The Holy Spirit is the un-
seen person of Christ. 

“The Lord Jesus standing by the side of the canvasser, walking 
with them, is the chief worker. If we recognize Christ as the One 
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who is with us to prepare the way, the Holy Spirit by our side 
will make impressions in just the lines needed.” {E. G. White, 
Colporteur Ministry, p. 107} 

seeming objeCtion: 

“The Holy Spirit is a person, for He beareth witness with our spir-
its that we are the children of God. When this witness is borne, 
it carries with it its own evidence. At such times we believe and 
are sure that we are the children of God. … The Holy Spirit has a 
personality, else He could not bear witness to our spirits and with 
our spirits that we are the children of God. He must also be a 
divine person, else He could not search out the secrets which lie 
hidden in the mind of God. “For what man knoweth the things of 
a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the things 
of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God.”” {Evangelism, 
pp. 616, 617} 

short Answer: 
The quoted verse (1 Corinthians 2:11) is the key to understanding 
the statement. According to Paul, man and his spirit is comparable 
to God and His Spirit. Just as man’s spirit is not a different person to 
man, even so God’s Holy Spirit is not a different person to God. Just 
as man’s spirit is his very own person, even so God’s Spirit is His very 
own person. 

DetAileD Answer: 
When we use the Testimonies as the key, we will discover some very 
important basic principles. 

“The greatness of God is to us incomprehensible. “The Lord’s throne 
is in heaven” (Psalm 11:4); yet by His Spirit he is everywhere 
present. He has an intimate knowledge of, and a personal interest 
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in, all the works of His hand.” {E. G. White, Education, p. 132} 

“In giving us His Spirit, God gives us Himself, making Himself a 
fountain of divine influences, to give health and life to the world.” 
{E. G. White, Testimonies Volume 7, p. 273} 

If we keep the above principles in mind, things will be much easier to 
understand. The Spirit has a personality because God has a personality. 
In giving us His Spirit, God is giving us Himself, not someone else. 
When God gives us Himself (in Spirit) it is not devoid of personality. 
It is not just some impersonal force or essence. No, it is very personal 
and intimate. It is God’s own person, having God’s very own person-
ality. The same goes for the fact that the Spirit is a divine person. This 
is because God is a divine person. You see, God is a spirit, and yet a 
person. 

“God is a Spirit; yet He is a personal Being; for so He has re-
vealed Himself:” {E. G. White, The Ministry of Healing, p. 413} 

The Holy Spirit is a person because God is a person, and the Holy 
Spirit is the person of God. It is also the person of Christ. 

“It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing; the 
words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.” 
Christ is not here referring to his doctrine, but to his person, the 
divinity of his character.” {E. G. White, Review and Herald, April 
5, 1906 par. 12} 

This is why the Spirit has a personality and is a person. 

“Cumbered with humanity, Christ could not be in every place 
personally; therefore it was altogether for their advantage that He 
should leave them, go to His father, and send the Holy Spirit to 
be His successor on earth. The Holy Spirit is Himself divested of 
the personality of humanity and independent thereof. He would 
represent Himself as present in all places by His Holy Spirit, as 
the Omnipresent.” {E. G. White, Manuscript Releases Vol.14, p. 23} 



26

seeming objeCtion: 

“The prince of the power of evil can only be held in check by the 
power of God in the third person of the Godhead, the Holy Spirit.—
Special Testimonies, Series A, No. 10, p. 37. (1897)” {Evangelism, p. 617} 

short Answer: 
The “third person of the Godhead” does not mean a third person in the 
Godhead. The “third person of the Godhead” was understood by Ellen 
White to be none other than the glorified life of Christ (His very own 
life), not another individual being different to Christ and the Father. 
Only this life of Christ can give us victory over sin (no one else in the 
universe can do it). This she calls the “third person of the Godhead”. 

DetAileD Answer: 
When we follow the divine instruction and make use of the key for the 
Testimonies many misunderstandings will be resolved. The expression 
“third person of the Godhead” is today explained by many to mean a 
third individual god-being equal to the Father and Son. Let us allow 
the prophet (rather than anyone else) to explain to us what she meant 
by that expression. This is the safest thing to do if we truly desire to 
know the truth. 
Who is the Holy Spirit, the third person of the Godhead? 

“Christ tells us that the Holy Spirit is the Comforter, and the Com-
forter is the Holy Ghost, “the Spirit of truth, which the Father 
shall send in My name.”... This refers to the omnipresence of the 
Spirit of Christ, called the Comforter.” {E. G. White, Manuscript 
Releases Vol.14, p. 179} 

Now let us read a similar statement with more context around it: 

“The Spirit was given as a regenerating agency, and without this 
the sacrifice of Christ would have been of no avail. The power of 
evil had been strengthening for centuries, and the submission of 
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man to this satanic captivity was amazing. Sin could be resisted 
and overcome only through the mighty agency of the third person 
of the Godhead, who would come with no modified energy, but 
in the fulness of divine power. It is the Spirit that makes effectual 
what has been wrought out by the world’s Redeemer. It is by the 
Spirit that the heart is made pure. Through the Spirit the believ-
er becomes a partaker of the divine nature. Christ has given his 
Spirit as a divine power to overcome all hereditary and cultivated 
tendencies to evil, and to impress his own character upon the 
church.” {E. G. White, Review and Herald, May 19, 1904 par. 3} 

Christ’s spirit is a divine power. It is “His own character” (His own 
life); not a different person to Him. What is the only power that can 
break the hold of evil from our hearts? 

“Our condition through sin has become preternatural, and the 
power that restores us must be supernatural, else it has no value. 
There is but one power that can break the hold of evil from the 
hearts of men, and that is the power of God in Jesus Christ.” {E. 
G. White, Testimonies Volume 8, p. 291} 

“The divine Spirit that the world’s Redeemer promised to send 
is the presence and power of God.” {E. G. White, Signs of  the 
Times, November 23, 1891} 

Therefore, the power of God, which is in Christ, is present in the third 
person. It is Christ and His power in the third person of the Godhead. 
It is not another person in the Godhead, no, it is the third person of 
(not in) the Godhead. 

“There must be a power working from within, a new life from 
above, before men can be changed from sin to holiness. That 
power is Christ. His grace alone can quicken the lifeless faculties 
of the soul, and attract it to God, to holiness.” {E. G. White, Steps 
to Christ, p. 18} 

“Christ declared that after his ascension, he would send to his 
church, as his crowning gift, the Comforter, who was to take his 
place. This Comforter is the Holy Spirit,—the soul of his life, the 
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efficacy of his church, the light and life of the world. With his 
Spirit Christ sends a reconciling influence and a power that takes 
away sin.” {E. G. White, Review and Herald, May 19, 1904 par. 1} 

Notice now how clearly she says that the life of Christ is what helps us 
resist temptation. The life of Christ is His spirit (not someone else!). 
This is the Comforter, this is the Holy Spirit, and this is what is called 
the “third person of the Godhead.” 

“The only defense against evil is the indwelling of Christ in the 
heart through faith in His righteousness.” {E. G. White, The Desire 
of Ages, p. 324} 

“Not until the life of Christ becomes a vitalizing power in our 
lives can we resist the temptations that assail us from within and 
from without.” {E. G. White, The Ministry of Healing, p. 130} 

This life of Christ is a holy, spotless, blameless life. Since life is the 
spirit ( John 6:63), therefore this holy life of Christ is His Holy Spirit! 

“Christ is the source of every right impulse. He is the only one 
who can arouse in the natural heart enmity against sin. He is the 
source of our power if we would be saved. No soul can repent 
without the grace of Christ. The sinner may pray that he may 
know how to repent. God reveals Christ to the sinner, and when 
he sees the purity of the Son of God, he is not ignorant of the 
character of sin. By faith in the work and power of Christ, en-
mity against sin and Satan is created in his heart.” {E. G. White, 
Review and Herald, April 1, 1890 par. 5} 

“The Holy Spirit, which proceeds from the only begotten Son 
of God, binds the human agent, body, soul, and spirit, to the 
perfect, divine-human nature of Christ.” {E. G. White, Review and 
Herald, April 5, 1906 par. 16} 

From the Bible we should have known this fact already (Acts 3:26). 
Therefore, if the power of evil can be held in check only by the power 
of God in the third person of the Godhead, the Holy Spirit, and it is 
Jesus who turns away every one of us from his iniquities (evil), then it 
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is an obvious conclusion that Jesus aids us in this battle by giving us 
His very own holy life, His very own Holy Spirit (not another being 
different to Him). This Holy life of Christ is termed “the third person 
of the Godhead”. 

seeming objeCtion: 

“We are to co-operate with the three highest powers in heaven—
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost—, and these powers will 
work through us, making us workers together with God.—Special 
Testimonies, Series B, No. 7, p. 51. (1905)” {Evangelism, p. 617} 

short Answer: 
The three highest powers in heaven are not here defined but merely 
listed. There is no question that there are three powers in heaven (Fa-
ther, Son and the Holy Ghost), but this statement tells us nothing 
more than that. Does this statement tell us what the relationship be-
tween these three powers is? To use this statement to prove a trinity of 
3 co-equal, co-eternal beings would be poor scholarly work. 

DetAileD Answer: 
The three great powers can be correctly understood in light of what 
Ellen White means. She clearly understood and taught that there is 
a Father, and a Son and a Holy Spirit. That makes three. But it is the 
relation of those three that is further clarified in other places (see an-
swer on p.13). For example, it is clearly stated that God is the Father 
of Christ: 

“God is the Father of Christ; Christ is the Son of God. To Christ 
has been given an exalted position. He has been made equal 
with the Father. All the counsels of God are opened to His Son.” 
{E. G. White, Testimonies Volume 8, p. 268} 
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Elsewhere she explains the relation with the Spirit, it being the spirit 
of Christ: 

“Let them be thankful to God for His manifold mercies and 
be kind to one another. They have one God and one Saviour; 
and one Spirit—the Spirit of Christ—is to bring unity into their 
ranks.” {E. G. White, Testimonies Volume 9, p. 189} 

She tells us clearly the spirit of Christ is the soul of His life. It is the 
very life of His own life. 

“Christ declared that after his ascension, he would send to his 
church, as his crowning gift, the Comforter, who was to take his 
place. This Comforter is the Holy Spirit,—the soul of his life, the ef-
ficacy of his church, the light and life of the world. With his Spirit 
Christ sends a reconciling influence and a power that takes away 
sin.” {E. G. White, Review and Herald, May 19, 1904 par. 1} 

“Christ gives them the breath of His own spirit, the life of His 
own life. The Holy Spirit puts forth its highest energies to work in 
heart and mind.” {E. G. White, The Desire of Ages, p. 827} 

The breath of Christ is His spirit and life ( John 20:22). It is in no 
way talking about another individual being. This is the correct and 
consistent understanding of “the three highest powers in heaven”. The 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

seeming objeCtion: 

“The Godhead was stirred with pity for the race, and the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit gave themselves to the working out 
of the plan of redemption. In order to fully carry out this plan, it 
was decided that Christ, the only begotten Son of God, should 
give Himself an offering for sin. What line can measure the depth 
of this love?” {(Australasian) Union Conference Record, April 1, 1901 
par. 10} (also appearing in Counsels on Health p.222) 
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short Answer: 
The Holy Spirit is given for the working out of the plan of salvation. 
The plan of salvation was designed by the Father and Son. They cov-
enanted to give all the resources of heaven to save us. This, naturally, 
includes the Holy Spirit. 

DetAileD Answer: 
This statement is sometimes used to prove that the Holy Spirit is a 
third individual god-being as are God the Father and Christ, the eter-
nal Son. It is assumed that the Holy Spirit was present as a third mem-
ber in the formulation of the plan of salvation. A careful reading and 
comparison, using the divine key, will easily clarify the matter. Two 
points should first be noted. Firstly, the Spirit of God is always a part 
of God Himself, even though He can operate by that Spirit elsewhere 
in the universe (Education 132.2; 7T 273.2). Secondly, ‘working out the 
plan’ means ‘fulfilling the plan’, not ‘formulating it.’ 
The statement appears to say “the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit 
gave themselves to the working out of the plan of redemption”, meaning 
they ‘worked the plan out’ together, however, this is not in harmony 
with many other Spirit of Prophecy statements. In the 1828 Dictio-
nary, ‘work out’ means ‘to effect by labor and exertion’. It does not 
mean ‘to dew’se a plan of labor’, but the actual working out of the plan 
already formulated. A text given as a reference in the dictionary is Phi-
lippians 2:13. “Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling”. 
This does not mean to dew’se a plan, but to co-operate with God in 
working out His plan. The very next sentence in the statement makes 
this very clear “The Godhead was stirred with pity for the race, and the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit gave themselves to the working out 
of the plan of redemption. In order to fully carry out this plan, it was 
decided that Christ, the only begotten Son of God, should give Him-
self an offering for sin. What line can measure the depth of this love?” 
{AUCR, April 1, 1901 par. 10} 
Let’s read the paragraph that precedes this one “It is the glory of the 
gospel that it is founded upon the principle of restoring in the fallen race 
the divine image, by a constant manifestation of benevolence. This work 
began in the heavenly courts. There God decided to give human beings 
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an unmistakable evidence of the love with which He regarded them. He 
“so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”” {AUCR, 
April 1, 1901 par. 9} 

In the previous paragraph we learn that it is the Father who was stirred 
with pity for the race and He decided to give all the agencies of heaven 
to redeem man. He covenanted with His Son to do whatever it takes 
to bring men back. It was decided that in order to carry out this plan 
the Father would give His Son and His Spirit. 
Remember, Christ is the only being who can enter into all the counsels 
and purposes of God (Patriarchs and Prophets, p.34). There was no third 
being present in the formation of the plan of salvation (the counsel of 
peace). There were only two Beings present in that counsel of peace. 

“Even he shall build the temple of the LORD; and he shall bear 
the glory, and shall sit and rule upon his throne; and he shall be 
a priest upon his throne: and the counsel of peace shall be be-
tween them both.” {Zechariah 6:13}

“Before the foundations of the earth were laid, the Father and 
the Son had united in a covenant to redeem man if he should be 
overcome by Satan. They had clasped Their hands in a solemn 
pledge that Christ should become the surety for the human race.” 
{E. G. White, The Desire of Ages, p. 834} 

“The plan of salvation devised by the Father and the Son will be a 
grand success.” {E. G. White, Signs of the Times, June 17, 1903 par. 2} 

“Before the fall of man, the Son of God had united with his Fa-
ther in laying the plan of salvation.” {E. G. White, Review and 
Herald, September 13, 1906 par. 4} 

“A covenant has been entered into by the Father and by the Son 
to save the world through Christ.” {E. G. White, The Signs of the 
Times, October 10, 1892 par. 1} 

“In counsel together, the Father and the Son determined that 
Satan should not be left unchecked to exercise his cruel power 
upon man.” {E. G. White, Manuscript Releases Vol.18, p. 345} 
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“By Christ the work upon which the fulfillment of God’s purpose 
rests was accomplished. This was the agreement in the councils 
of the Godhead. The Father purposed in counsel with His Son 
that the human family should be tested and proved to see wheth-
er they would be allured by the temptations of Satan, or whether 
they would make Christ their righteousness, keeping God’s com-
mandments, and live. God gave to His Son all who would be true 
and loyal. Christ covenanted to redeem them from the power 
of Satan, at the price of His own life.” {E. G. White, Manuscript 
Releases Vol.21, p. 54} 

“Christ the Word, the Only Begotten of God, was one with the 
eternal Father—one in nature, in character, and in purpose,—the 
only being in all the universe that could enter into all the coun-
sels and purposes of God.” {The Great Controversy, p. 493} 

There is no other being in all the universe who can enter into the 
counsels of God. The councils of the Godhead are between the Father 
and the Son. This raises a very important question regarding the Holy 
Spirit. Either the Holy Spirit is a god-being who cannot enter into the 
counsels of the Godhead (!?) OR the Holy Spirit is not a being at all, 
but is rather the life and character and mind and personal presence of 
both the Father and the Son. It was decided that this life would be giv-
en (when the Father and Son were in counsel) to be the regenerating 
agent for man should he fall. It was to be given to the working out of 
the plan that was formulated between the Father and the Son. 

“We shall be judged according to the light we have had, accord-
ing to the privileges we have been granted, according to the op-
portunity we have had to hear and understand the word of God. 
These privileges have been given us through an infinite cost to 
the Father and the Son. The plan of redemption has been devised 
and carried out so far through the sacrifice of all heaven, and the 
gift of the Holy Spirit has been provided, that the divine may 
unite with the human, and man be elevated in moral and spiritual 
worth.” {E. G. White, The Youth’s Instructor, June 15, 1893 par. 1} 
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Notice how clearly we are told that the plan was first devised and then 
carried out. We know it was devised by the Father and the Son. When 
they devised that plan (at an infinite cost to them) they decided that 
in carrying it out the gift of the Holy Spirit would be provided. There-
fore, the three gave themselves to the carrying out of that plan that was 
devised by the Father and Son. 

“That the Holy Spirit is to be the grand helper, is a wonderful 
promise. Of what avail would it have been to us that the only 
begotten Son of God had humbled Himself, endured the tempta-
tions of the wily foe, and wrestled with him during His entire life 
on earth, and died the Just for the unjust that humanity might not 
perish, if the Spirit had not been given as a constant, working, 
regenerating agent to make effectual in our cases what has been 
wrought out by the world’s Redeemer?” {E. G. White, Selected 
Messages Book 3, p. 137} 

“The Holy Spirit was the highest of all gifts that he could solicit 
from his Father for the exaltation of his people. The Spirit was to 
be given as a regenerating agent, and without this the sacrifice 
of Christ would have been of no avail.” {E. G. White, Review and 
Herald, November 19, 1908 par. 5} 

The Father, Son and Holy Spirit gave themselves to work out the plan 
of salvation. The three heavenly powers are pledged to assist us in our 
walk for Salvation. 

“As the divine endowment—the power of the Holy Spirit—was 
given to the disciples, so it will today be given to all who seek 
aright. This power alone is able to make us wise unto salvation 
and to fit us for the courts above. Christ wants to give us a bless-
ing that will make us holy. “These things have I spoken unto you,” 
He says, “that My joy might remain in you, and that your joy 
might be full.” John 15:11. Joy in the Holy Spirit is health-giving, 
life-giving joy. In giving us His Spirit, God gives us Himself, mak-
ing Himself a fountain of divine influences, to give health and 
life to the world.” {E. G. White, Testimonies Volume 7, p. 273} 
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“No truth is more clearly taught in the Bible than that God by His 
Holy Spirit especially directs His servants on earth in the great 
movements for the carrying forward of the work of salvation.” {E. 
G. White, The Great Controversy, p. 343} 

“The Lord desires to make man the repository of divine influence, 
and the only thing that hinders the accomplishment of God’s de-
signs is that men close their hearts to the light of life. Apostasy 
caused the withdrawal of the Holy Spirit from man, but through 
the plan of redemption this blessing of heaven is to be restored 
to those who sincerely desire it. The Lord has promised to give 
all good things to those who ask Him, and all good things are 
defined as given with the gift of the Holy Spirit.” {E. G. White, 
Manuscript Releases Vol.2, p. 11} 

In light of this if you read the Ellen White reference again, you will see 
that the three great powers of heaven “gave themselves to the working 
out of the plan of redemption”, a plan that had been formulated by the 
Father and the Son in the councils of heaven prior to the creation of 
the earth. At the fall of man, the working out of the plan began. Let us 
praise God for His great salvation. Salvation to our God which sitteth 
upon the throne, and unto the Lamb. 

seeming objeCtion: 

“You are born unto God, and you stand under the sanction and 
the power of the three holiest beings in heaven, who are able to 
keep you from falling. You are to reveal that you are dead to sin; 
your life is hid with Christ in God. Hidden “with Christ in God,”—
wonderful transformation. This is a most precious promise.” {Man-
uscript Releases Vol. 7, p. 267} (also appearing in Sermons and Talks 
Volume One p. 367) 
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short Answer: 
This statement is a report of a sermon preached by Mrs. White. When 
comparing this report with published writings, we see that a slight 
reporting error happened (as is the case to this day). Mrs. White did 
not write the words “three holiest beings” at all. According to her in-
struction we are to examine the published writings when faced with 
reports that contradict. 

DetAileD Answer: 
Some people use this statement to support the theory of three gods 
(three divine beings who are separate and coequal). It is truly alarming 
how people fail to do their homework properly in light of the momen-
tous issues we are dealing with. Let it be known that Mrs. White never 
put pen to paper and wrote “three holiest beings”. She is not the author 
of these words. We shall now examine closely what the record reveals 
and let all men be informed of the facts of the matter. 
This statement is actually a report of a sermon that Mrs. White 
preached on Sabbath afternoon October 20, 1906 in Oakland, Cal-
ifornia. This report was produced after she died (7MR 267). The state-
ment also appears in the book Sermons and Talks, Book 1. In the for-
ward of the book we are told: 

“ALL THE MESSAGES REPRODUCED IN THIS VOLUME WERE 
DELIVERED IN PUBLIC AND STENOGRAPHICALLY REPORTED, 
OR WERE PREPARED WITH THAT PURPOSE IN VIEW. MANY 
OF ELLEN WHITE’S SERMONS MAY BE FOUND IN THE REVIEW 
AND HERALD AND SIGNS OF THE TIMES, BUT NEARLY ALL OF 
THOSE INCLUDED IN THIS SERIES HAVE BEEN DRAWN FROM 
PREVIOUSLY UNPUBLISHED MANUSCRIPTS, AS THEY AP-
PEAR IN OUR FILES. SO, ALTHOUGH THERE WERE NO TAPE 
RECORDERS IN ELLEN WHITE’S DAY, A PERSON MAY GET 
THE TRUE “FEEL” OF ELLEN WHITE AS A SPEAKER BY READING 
THIS BOOK.” {p. i} 

This is a very honest admission from the White Estate telling us that 
Mrs. White did not pen those words; rather they were a report of what 
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she said. It is very obvious that a slight mistake was made in reporting 
this sermon. Mrs. White herself warned us of this by saying: 

“And now to all who have a desire for truth I would say: Do 
not give credence to unauthenticated reports as to what Sister 
White has done or said or written. If you desire to know what 
the Lord has revealed through her, read her published works.” 
{E. G. White, Testimonies Volume 5, p. 696} 

She told us to read her published works. This is very important to keep 
in mind. Why does she highly recommend her published works rather 
than reports of what she may or may have not said? It is very simple; 
she knew everything that was published because she read all the man-
uscripts prior to publication: 

“I read over all that is copied, to see that everything is as it should 
be. I read all the book manuscript before it is sent to the printer.” 
{E. G. White, Selected Messages Book 3, p. 90} 

“I have all my publications closely examined. I desire that nothing 
shall appear in print without careful investigation.” {10MR 12.4} 

Naturally, Ellen White could not check anything that was published 
after she died. Therefore she instructed us that we are to read her pub-
lished works since she carefully reviewed these works herself. It is in-
teresting that this statement of “three holiest beings” only saw the light 
of day very recently. The date of release is noted by the White Estate 
as follows: 

“Released March 16,1976.” {Manuscript Releases 7, p. 273} 

It would be difficult for Ellen White to check and review this report 
of her sermon prior to publication; she had been dead for a long time! 
There is no evidence that can prove that Mrs. White ever checked the 
words “three holiest beings”! 
Now let us demonstrate why the reporter of the sermon made a mis-
take in claiming that Mrs. White said “three holiest beings”. All we 
have to do is examine her published writings as she has instructed us 
to do. How many divine beings are there according to Ellen White’s 
published writings? 



38

“Christ the Word, the Only Begotten of God, was one with the 
eternal Father—one in nature, in character, and in purpose—, the 
only being in all the universe that could enter into all the counsels 
and purposes of God.” {E. G. White, The Great Controversy, p. 493} 

That plainly tells us that there is no other being besides Christ who 
enters into the counsels of God. No other being in all the universe! That 
makes two beings only. The Holy Spirit cannot be a being, for that 
would mean it cannot enter into all the counsels of God! But we knew 
that for the Bible made it clear long ago (Zachariah 6:12, 13). Sister 
White never mentions another being besides Christ who is allowed 
into counsel with God. How can this be if she really was a Trinitarian, 
as some claim on her behalf ? Where is “God the Holy Spirit”? The 
only other being in the universe who wanted to enter into counsel with 
God and His Son was a proud angel by the name of Lucifer. It was he 
who wanted the heavenly counsel to include a third member! Let the 
readers read the first chapter of Patriarchs and Prophets and see if this 
is true or not. But there is more: 

“The only being who was one with God lived the law in humanity, 
descended to the lowly life of a common laborer, and toiled at 
the carpenter’s bench with his earthly parent.” {E. G. White, Signs 
of the Times, October 14, 1897 par. 3} 

Here she clearly and plainly says Christ is the only being who is one 
with God. There is no mention of anyone else being “one” with God 
besides Christ. That is only two beings. Just in case someone may use 
the strange notion of “just because God the Holy Spirit is not men-
tioned does not mean he is not there!”, we again emphasize the word 
only. When using that word Mrs. White is excluding any other options 
or possibilities. It is impossible for her to say only and then elsewhere 
contradict it. Again, the same plain language and testimony is used in 
the following quote: 

“The Father and the Son alone are to be exalted.” {E. G. White, The 
Youth’s Instructor, July 7, 1898 par. 2} 

The above statement alone should be sufficient to abolish every theory 
of a trinity. Honestly, how could Ellen White (if she was really a Trin-
itarian) make a statement like that? Let us ask again the oft repeated 
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question: where is ‘God the Holy Spirit’? If the Father and the Son 
alone are to be exalted, then what are we to do with ‘God the Holy 
Spirit’? Surely we say aright, the servant of the Lord was not a believer 
in that doctrine which is espoused by the mother of all harlots, neither 
in any of its varied and multitudinous forms. 
Let us look at further evidence that will confirm the above. We are 
counseled to go by the “weight of evidence” (DA 458) and not just by 
one or two statements. Let each reader consider the question: who is 
the third highest being in heaven? This is an important question to 
answer in light of the “three holiest beings” statement. We shall not 
attempt any guess-work in seeking an answer to this question. In the 
published writings we are plainly given the answer: 

“Drawing aside the veil which conceals the glory of God, it shows 
Him in His place, high and holy, and lifted up, not in a state of 
solitude, but surrounded by ten thousand times ten thousand and 
thousands of thousands of holy, happy beings, every one waiting 
to bear the message, to do His bidding—all heaven is in active 
communication with every part of the universe through a variety 
of channels, and that holy One is actually stooping, bending from 
His throne, listening to every sound uttered, observing the move-
ments of every earthly power. It is the highest Being condescend-
ing to the lowliest, approving or condemning every action which 
is developed.” {UL 23.3} 

“God is a moral governor as well as a Father. He is the Lawgiver.” 
{12MR 208} 

“The Son of God was next in authority to the great Lawgiver.” 
{2SP 9} 

“The only being who was one with God lived the law in human-
ity, descended to the lowly life of a common laborer, and toiled 
at the carpenter’s bench with his earthly parent.” {ST, October 14, 
1897 par. 3} 

“The Lord has shown me that Satan was once an honored angel 
in heaven, next to Jesus Christ.” {1SG 17} 
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“Speaking of Satan, our Lord says that “he abode not in the truth.” 
He was once the covering cherub, glorious in beauty and holi-
ness. He was next to Christ in exaltation and character.” {RH, 
October 22, 1895 par. 1} 

“Satan in Heaven, before his rebellion, was a high and exalted 
angel, next in honor to God’s dear Son. His countenance, like 
those of the other angels, was mild and expressive of happiness. 
His forehead was high and broad, showing a powerful intellect. 
His form was perfect; his bearing noble and majestic. A special 
light beamed in his countenance, and shone around him brighter 
and more beautiful than around the other angels; yet Jesus, God’s 
dear Son, had the pre-eminence over all the angelic host. He was 
one with the Father before the angels were created. Satan was en-
vious of Christ, and gradually assumed command which devolved 
on Christ alone.” {1SP 17.1} 

“Was not Satan the light-bearer, the sharer of God’s glory in heav-
en, and next to Jesus in power and majesty?” {RH, November 17, 
1891 par. 3} 

“Sin originated with him, who, next to Christ, stood highest in 
the favor of God, and highest in power and glory among the 
inhabitants of Heaven. Before his fall, Lucifer was the covering 
cherub, holy and undefiled.” {4SP 316} 

“Christ’s humiliation is not understood and not appreciated. Forty 
days and nights Jesus was subjected to the temptations of the en-
emy—the one who was once an angel next to Christ in majesty 
and glory in the heavenly courts. It is stated, Thou wast exalted 
because of thy beauty, et cetera. But he wanted to have the place 
of Christ, and Christ was one with the Infinite God; and because 
this was not accorded him, he became jealous, and he was the 
originator of sin.” {16MR 180.1} 

Let us illustrate our findings so far: 
God the Father—The highest Being and the great Lawgiver. 
The Son of God—Next in authority, the only being who was one with God. 
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Lucifer—The third highest being, next to Christ in power, majesty, exaltation, 
character, honor, and glory. 
The above clear descriptions leave no room for a third divine being. It 
is overwhelmingly apparent that the third highest position in heaven 
was occupied by a created being. Even after the fall of Lucifer, the third 
highest being is identified for us: 

“It was Gabriel, the angel next in rank to the Son of God, who 
came with the divine message to Daniel.” {DA 234} 

From the above plain testimonies we learn that the third highest po-
sition in heaven has ever been occupied by a created being, both before 
and after the fall of Lucifer. This should be plain to any clear thinking 
individual. This weight of evidence cannot be set aside lightly. To insist 
otherwise based on just one reported statement can only betray a stub-
born desire to maintain a groundless theory. These plain statements are 
from her published works, they are not statements that were produced 
long after she died. These are authentic statements that she reviewed 
and checked and that the whole church at the time subscribed to. On 
the other hand, statements that only make an appearance posthu-
mously and which clearly contradict the authentic writings must be 
closely examined and studied and checked against the published writ-
ings. This is the only safe way to arrive at the truth. We cannot just grab 
one statement because we like what it says and ignore her published 
writings which she tells us are the most authentic and accurate report 
of her beliefs and teachings. Let those who desire to obey the prophet 
heed this counsel is our prayer. 
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Do you ask, What shall I do to be saved? You must lay 

your preconceived opinions, your hereditary and cul-

tivated ideas at the door of investigation. If you search 

the Scriptures to vindicate your own opinions, you will 

never reach the truth. Search in order to learn what the 

Lord says. If conviction comes as you search, if you see 

that your cherished opinions are not in harmony with the 

truth, do not misinterpret the truth in order to suit your 

own belief, but accept the light given. Open mind and 

heart that you may behold wondrous things out of God’s 

word.—{E. G. White, Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 112}   
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APPendix i 
Dr. Kellogg & the trinity 

Many people are not aware of Dr. Kellogg’s Trinitarian theology. In 
this section is presented some factual evidence in support of this claim. 
Kellogg was indeed teaching a trinity of 3 co-eternal, co-equal beings! 
At that time he expressed to leading brethren of the church that he 
believed that there were three separate divine beings in the Godhead. 
Here is what an alarmed A. G. Daniells wrote to W. C. White regard-
ing this matter in 1903. 

“Ever since the council closed I have felt that I should write you 
confidentially regarding Dr Kellogg’s plans for revising and repub-
lishing ‘The Living Temple’ … He (Kellogg) said that some days 
before coming to the council, he had been thinking the matter 
over, and began to see that he had made a slight mistake in ex-
pressing his views. He said that all the way along he had been 
troubled to know how to state the character of God and his rela-
tion to his creation works … 

He then stated that his former views regarding the trinity had 
stood in his way of making a clear and absolutely correct state-
ment; but that within a short time he had come to believe in the 
trinity and could now see pretty clearly where all the difficulty 
was, and believed that he could clear the matter up satisfactorily. 
He told me that he now believed in God the Father, God the 
Son, and God the Holy Ghost; and his view was that it was God 
the Holy Ghost, and not God the Father, that filled all space, and 
every living thing. He said if he had believed this before writing 
the book, he could have expressed his views without giving the 
wrong impression the book now gives. I placed before him the 
objections I found in the teaching, and tried to show him that 
the teaching was so utterly contrary to the gospel that I did not 
see how it could be revised by changing a few expressions. We 
argued the matter at some length in a friendly way; but I felt sure 
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that when we parted, the doctor did not understand himself, nor 
the character of his teaching. And I could not see how it would be 
possible for him to flop over, and in the course of a few days fix 
the books up so that it would be all right.” {Letter: A. G. Daniells 
to W. C. White. October 29, 1903. pp. 1,2} 

Dr. Kellogg had come to believe in the doctrine of the trinity. He be-
lieved in God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit! Are 
there people today who believe the same thing? 
Was Ellen White aware that Kellogg wanted to revise his book and 
include a trinity of 3 god-beings? Did she have any words to say about 
this? She most certainly did, in light of the fact that the above letter 
was sent to her son; she most surely had something to say about the 
republishing of the book to include a doctrine of a trinity (God the 
Father, God the Son, God the Holy Spirit). 

“It will be said that Living Temple has been revised. But the Lord 
has shown me that the writer has not changed, and that there can 
be no unity between him and the ministers of the gospel while he 
continues to cherish his present sentiments. I am bidden to lift my 
voice in warning to our people, saying, “Be not deceived; God is 
not mocked” (Gal. 6:7).” {E. G. White, Selected Messages Book 1, 
p. 199} 1904 (So how could she believe the same thing, as many claim, and 
yet reprove Kellogg for wanting to publish it?) 

What were the “present sentiments” of Dr. Kellogg? According to his 
own confession a year earlier, he had come to believe in a trinity of 3 
divine beings. 
In self defense Kellogg claimed that his teachings were the same as Mrs. 
White. He even would quote statements from her writings to support 
his “new” teaching. Mrs. White denied this charge in plain testimonies: 

“I am compelled to speak in denial of the claim that the teachings 
of Living Temple can be sustained by statements from my writings. 
There may be in this book expressions and sentiments that are 
in harmony with my writings. And there may be in my writings 
many statements which, taken from their connection, and in-
terpreted according to the mind of the writer of living temple, 
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would seem to be in harmony with the teachings of this book. 
This may give apparent support to the assertion that the senti-
ments in Living Temple are in harmony with my writings. But God 
forbid that this sentiment should prevail.” {E. G. White, Selected 
Messages Book 1, p. 203} 1904 

She admitted that there may be in her writings “many statements” that 
can be “taken from their connection” (context) and explained in such a 
way as to “be in harmony” with Kellogg’s teaching, and as such seem to 
lend his doctrine some weight. But, she said “God forbid that this sen-
timent should prevail.” Was Sister White aware that her writings can 
be twisted to teach a trinity of 3 divine beings? This is the very thing 
that Kellogg was trying to do. This is the very thing that many today 
are also trying to do! But, tragically, the deception today is far deeper 
and worse. In as much as the “Omega” is greater and deadlier than the 
“Alpha.” (For more details write for the book The Alpha and the Omega.) 
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APPendix ii 
how mAny Divine beings? 

The Bible and the Spirit of prophecy both emphatically instruct us 
that there are only two beings worthy of our worship and praise, never 
three. Only two beings can be worshipped, therefore they must be di-
vine beings. Here is some plain testimony: 

BiBle
 

“But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers 
shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father 
seeketh such to worship him. God is a Spirit: and they that wor-
ship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.” John 4:23, 24 

“Jesus heard that they had cast him out; and when he had found 
him, he said unto him, Dost thou believe on the Son of God? ...  
And he said, Lord, I believe. And he worshipped him.” John 9:35, 38 

“That all men should honour the Son, even as they honour the 
Father. He that honoureth not the Son honoureth not the Father 
which hath sent him.” John 5:23 

“Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also 
in me.” John 14:1 

“And every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and un-
der the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, 
heard I saying, Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be 
unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for 
ever and ever.” Revelation 5:13 

Here we have a scene encompassing every creature and being in heav-
en and earth. All these creatures give supreme homage and worship to 
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only two beings: the Father (him that sitteth upon the throne) and the 
Son (the Lamb). The next verse tells us that this act of worship is fin-
ished (Amen) without acknowledging any other being besides those 
Two. It is clear that all the creatures in heaven (angels) know who to 
worship and who not to worship. This knowledge we need and must 
reflect here on earth. 

“And the four beasts said, Amen. And the four and twenty elders 
fell down and worshipped him that liveth for ever and ever.” v. 14 

Notice how this act of honoring the Father and the Son (v.  13) is 
rendering supreme honor and worship to the Father Himself (him 
that liveth forever and ever). Worshipping and honoring the Son is 
supreme homage and glory to the Father. 

“That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in 
heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; And that 
every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory 
of God the Father.” Philippians 2:10, 11 

This is because the Father is the source of all being in the entire uni-
verse. The whole family in heaven and earth is named after the Father: 

“For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, Of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named” 
Ephesians 3:14, 15 

We are never commanded anywhere in the Bible to worship the Holy 
Spirit. We are never commanded to worship three beings. We only 
worship one God, the Father (1 Corinthians 8:6), through His Son 
Jesus who is the only way to that one God ( John 14:6). In so doing we 
fulfill the command of our Master in John 5:23. We should not expect 
the Messenger of the Lord, Sister White, to be out of harmony with 
the above plain testimonies of Scripture. Indeed, she is not. 
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sPirit of ProPhecy 

in heAven, before the wAr, 
before the CreAtion of mAn:

“The Son of God shared the Father’s throne, and the glory of the 
eternal, self-existent One encircled both. … Before the assembled 
inhabitants of heaven the King declared that none but Christ, the 
Only Begotten of God, could fully enter into His purposes, and to 
Him it was committed to execute the mighty counsels of His will. 
The Son of God had wrought the Father’s will in the creation of all 
the hosts of heaven; and to Him, as well as to God, their homage 
and allegiance were due.” {Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 36} 

“Christ the Word, the Only Begotten of God, was one with the 
eternal Father—one in nature, in character, and in purpose,—the 
only being in all the universe that could enter into all the coun-
sels and purposes of God.” {The Great Controversy, p. 493} (There is 
no other being in all the universe who can enter into that counsel!) 

“Before the foundations of the earth were laid, the Father and 
the Son had united in a covenant to redeem man if he should be 
overcome by Satan. They had clasped Their hands in a solemn 
pledge that Christ should become the surety for the human race.” 
{The Desire of Ages, p. 834} 

“Lucifer in heaven, before his rebellion, was a high and exalted 
angel, next in honor to God’s dear Son.” {The Story of Redemp-
tion, p. 15} 

in heAven During the wAr (no ChAnge): 
“When Satan became disaffected in heaven, he did not lay his com-
plaint before God and Christ; but he went among the angels who 
thought him perfect and represented that God had done him injus-
tice in preferring Christ to himself.” {Testimonies Volume 5, p. 291} 
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“Satan had sympathizers in heaven, and took large numbers of the 
angels with him. God and Christ and heavenly angels were on one 
side, and Satan on the other. Notwithstanding the infinite power 
and majesty of God and Christ, angels became disaffected. The in-
sinuations of Satan took effect, and they really came to believe that 
the Father and the Son were their enemies and that Satan was their 
benefactor.” {Testimonies Volume 3, p. 328} 

“Satan worked in every possible way to come out victorious in 
standing in the highest place in the heavenly courts. How artful 
were his contrivances to win the game! He employed every artful 
intrigue and device to carry his science against God and His Son 
Jesus Christ.” {Battle Creek Letters, p. 128} 

“Satan in his rebellion took a third part of the angels. They turned 
from the Father and from His Son, and united with the instigator of 
rebellion.” {Testimonies Volume 3, p. 115} 

on eArth After the wAr, 
before mAn’s fAll (no ChAnge): 

“The holy pair [Adam & Eve] united with them [angels] and raised 
their voices in harmonious songs of love, praise, and adoration 
to the Father and His dear Son for the tokens of love which sur-
rounded them.” {The Story of Redemption, p. 22} 

“Adam and Eve assured the angels that they would never trans-
gress the express command of God; for it was their highest plea-
sure to do his will. The angels united with them in holy strains of 
harmonious music; and as their songs pealed forth from blissful 
Eden, Satan heard their joyful adoration of the Father and the 
Son.” {Signs of the Times, January 16,  1879 par. 22} 

“With what intense interest the whole universe watched the con-
flict that was to decide the position of Adam and Eve. How at-
tentively the angels listened to the words of Satan[...] They asked 
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themselves, Will the holy pair transfer their faith and love from 
the Father and Son to Satan? Will they accept his falsehoods as 
truth?” {Signs of the Times, May 12, 1890 par. 2} 

on eArth After the fAll (no ChAnge): 

“But in the transgression of man both the Father and the Son were 
dishonored.” {Signs of the Times, December 12, 1895 par. 7} 

“The Father could not abolish nor change one precept of his law 
to meet man in his fallen condition. But the Son of God, who had 
in unison with the Father created man, could make an atone-
ment for man acceptable to God, by giving his life a sacrifice, and 
bearing the wrath of his Father. Angels informed Adam that, as his 
transgression had brought death and wretchedness, life and im-
mortality would be brought to light through the sacrifice of Jesus 
Christ.” {The Spirit of Prophecy Volume One, p. 50} 

“The human family cost God and his Son Jesus Christ an infinite 
price.” {Special Testimonies On Education, p. 21} 

“No man, nor even the highest angel, can estimate the great cost; 
it is known only to the Father and the Son.” {E. G. White, The Bible 
Echo, October 28, 1895 par. 4} 

“Father and Son are pledged to fulfill the terms of the everlasting 
covenant.” {E. G. White, The Youth’s Instructor, June 14, 1900 par. 5} 
(The everlasting covenant is only between Two beings: the Father and Son). 

on eArth, lAst DAy remnAnt (no ChAnge): 

“In the Bible every duty is made plain. Every lesson given is com-
prehensible. Every lesson reveals to us the Father and the Son. 
The word is able to make all wise unto salvation.” {Testimonies 
Volume 8, p. 157} 
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“The Father, the Son, and Lucifer have been revealed in their true 
relation to one another. God has given unmistakable evidence 
of His justice and His love.” {Signs of the Times, August 27, 1902 
par. 15} 

“The Father and the Son alone are to be exalted.” {The Youth’s 
Instructor, July 7, 1898 par. 2} 

Based on these facts, we shall have open communion in heaven with 
those same Two Beings, not three. It is the Two Beings that we have 
come to know and fellowship with here on earth that we shall also 
fellowship with in heaven. 

new eArth, CreAtion restoreD (no ChAnge): 

“The people of God are privileged to hold open communion with 
the Father and the Son.” {The Great Controversy, p. 676} 

“In your hands will be placed a golden harp, and touching its 
strings, you will join with the redeemed host in filling all heaven 
with songs of praise to God and His Son.” {(Australasian) Union 
Conference Record, January 15, 1903 par. 14} 

“And the years of eternity, as they roll, will bring richer and still 
more glorious revelations of God and of Christ.” {The Great Con-
troversy, p. 678} 

“Heaven is a ceaseless approaching to God through Christ. The 
longer we are in the heaven of bliss, the more and still more of 
glory will be opened to us; and the more we know of God, the 
more intense will be our happiness.” {The Desire of Ages, p. 331} 

“Nothing is said of what they have done or suffered; but the 
burden of every song, the keynote of every anthem, is, Salvation 
to our God and unto the Lamb.” {The Spirit of Prophecy Volume 
Four, p. 480} 
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“All the redeemed saints will see and appreciate as never before 
the love of the Father and the Son, and songs of praise will burst 
forth from immortal tongues. He loved us, He gave His life for us. 
With glorified bodies, with enlarged capacities, with hearts made 
pure, with lips undefiled, we shall sing the riches of redeeming 
love.” {That I May Know Him, p. 371} 

“Heaven and earth will unite in praise, as “from one Sabbath to 
another” (Isa. 66:23) the nations of the saved shall bow in joyful 
worship to God and the Lamb.” {The Desire of Ages, p. 770} 

“The years will move on in gladness. Over the scene the morning 
stars will sing together, and the sons of God will shout for joy, 
while God and Christ will unite in proclaiming, “There shall be no 
more sin, neither shall there be any more death.”” {Child Guid-
ance, p. 568} 

Oh, may no one who reads these words be missing on that day! No 
more sin, no more deception, no more darkness. We shall stand be-
fore our Father and His Son to hear that proclamation. Praise His 
holy name! 

in Closing 
The material presented here, while not exhaustive, serves as a demon-
stration of the fact that Ellen White’s “difficult” statements can indeed 
be harmonized so that nothing contradicts. This is possible when we 
follow her own recommendation in using the key to the Testimonies. 

“The testimonies themselves will be the key that will explain the 
messages given, as scripture is explained by scripture.” {E. G. 
White, Selected Messages Book 7, p. 42} 

There is no reason to believe that any other “difficult” statement writ-
ten by her cannot be harmonized using the same rule. More state-
ments may be added to this work in forthcoming editions, but, for the 
time being, there is enough weight of evidence to convince all those 
who honestly could not harmonize these statements heretofore. 
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It is the personal duty of each person to make a decision based on the 
weight of evidence, despite the ever present ‘seeming’ objections which 
foster unbelief. “God does not propose to remove all occasion for un-
belief. He gives evidence, which must be carefully investigated with a 
humble mind and a teachable spirit, and all should decide from the 
weight of evidence.” {E. G. White, Testimonies Volume 3, p. 255} 

“Satan has ability to suggest doubts and to devise objections to 
the pointed testimony that God sends, and many think it a virtue, 
a mark of intelligence in them, to be unbelieving and to question 
and quibble. ...  God gives sufficient evidence for the candid 
mind to believe; but he who turns from the weight of evidence 
because there are a few things which he cannot make plain to his 
finite understanding will be left in the cold, chilling atmosphere 
of unbelief and questioning doubts, and will make shipwreck 
of faith.” {E. G. White, Testimonies Volume 5, pp. 675, 676} 

A word of caution: 

“You who have been educating yourselves and others in a spirit 
of criticism and accusing, remember that you are imitating the 
example of Satan. When it suits your purpose, you treat the Testi-
monies as if you believed them, quoting from them to strengthen 
any statement you wish to have prevail. But how is it when light is 
given to correct your errors? Do you then accept the light? When 
the Testimonies speak contrary to your ideas, you treat them very 
lightly.” {E. G. White, Selected Messages Book 1, pp. 42,43} 

Light from the Testimonies has indeed been here given to correct 
much of the popular error. Dear reader, do you accept the light? 
The truth remains, after all opposition, truth. 
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The purpose of our literature work is not monetary gain, but the spread of truth. 
Hence these books are offered at no charge. The support of literature is based on the 
free-will offering of those who are able, as the Lord has prospered them. ‘Speak unto 
the children of Israel, that they bring me an offering: of every man that giveth it will-
ingly with his heart ye shall take my offering.’ Exodus 25:2. Proceeds will go to further 
the spreading of the Gospel to others.

Because these resources are free, we strongly encourage you to share with others 
that only you can reach. If you are unable to financially give, please do not let this 
hinder you from utilizing the resources, but we plead the support of your prayers 
before the Lord.

For Further Study

• ‘The Godhead in Black and White’ —Direct quotes from Ellen G. White 
on the topic of the Godhead showing her consistent faith throughout her 
entire writing career.

• ‘The Living Voice of the Lord’s Witnesses’ —Direct quotes from the 
founders of the remnant church. Read for yourself what all the SDA Pioneers 
believed and taught, and what Mrs. White said about them.

• ‘Building on Solid Rock’ —The only true rock is Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God. A Study through the Bible, the Spirit of Prophecy, and the SDA pioneers.

• ‘Truly, This Man Is The Son of God’ —Evidence of Jesus being the Son of 
God prior to Bethlehem.

• ‘How shall we Consider Christ’— The true position of Christ in the 1888 
message by E. J. Waggoner. Refutes the heresy that Christ is a created being.

• ‘The Alpha and Omega’ —What is the mysterious danger that awaited 
our church at the end of time? Ellen White saw it and she ‘trembled for 
our people.’

Find these resources and more at www.Revelation1412.org.






