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 The NaTure of SiN 

What Is sIn? 
One of the key reasons why people disagree about the way to salvation 
is that they have differing understandings as to what constitutes sin. 
The understanding of the true nature of humanity’s problem differs 
from religion to religion, from denomination to denomination and 
even from person to person. Naturally, there is also a difference in the 
way people understand righteousness. However, the Bible makes it 
clear that Righteousness is not a collection of deeds, righteousness is 
not a prescription for behaviour, righteousness is not a code of moral 
conduct. No, righteousness in essence is a Person. Essentially that is 
what righteousness is. 

“And he said unto him, Why callest thou me good? there is none 
good but one, that is, God …” (Matthew 19:17) 

God alone is good and outside of Him there is no righteousness. There 
may be discussions about righteousness, there may be descriptions of 
righteousness, there may be searches for righteousness but there can 
be no experience of righteousness outside of God, and this is the first 
great important point that we need to understand. 
The next important point centers around the question, what is sin? 
Ask this question and many Christians will take you immediately to 1 
John 3:4 and they will feel that this verse comprehensively and finally 
answers this question. The verse says: 

“Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is 
the transgression of the law.” (1 John 3:4) 

There it says clearly that sin is the transgression of the law. According 
to this definition, in order for a person to commit sin what does he 
have to do? He has to break the law; he has to transgress the law! Of 
course there is no denying that this verse gives us a true description of 
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sin. Accepting this enables us to have an understanding of the kind of 
behaviour which is unacceptable to God. However, let us also realize 
that this is not all that the Bible says concerning sin. This is not the 
only understanding of sin which we find in the word of God. If we 
were to accept this verse as being a comprehensive definition of sin we 
would have to conclude right away that the existence of sin depends 
only upon what we do, we would have to believe that sin is limited to 
our behaviour, but there are many places in the Bible which teach us 
that this is not so.

sIn Is not only Wrong actIons 
A careful examination of what the Bible teaches about sin leads us to 
the conclusion that the problem of sin goes much deeper than simply 
the things which we do. It is true that there are some Christians who 
insist that a person cannot sin unless he breaks the law, therefore a 
person cannot be a sinner unless he breaks the law. They seem to be-
lieve that in order to solve the problem of sin, a person simply needs 
to start keeping the law. But those who are honest know that this way 
does not work! 
In Mark 7:18-23 Jesus made an interesting statement: 

“And he saith unto them, Are ye so without understanding also? 
Do ye not perceive, that whatsoever thing from without entereth 
into the man, it cannot defile him; (19) Because it entereth not 
into his heart, but into the belly, and goeth out into the draught, 
purging all meats? (20) And he said, That which cometh out of the 
man, that defileth the man. (21) For from within, out of the heart 
of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, 
(22) Thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an 
evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness: (23) All these evil things 
come from within, and defile the man.” (Mark 7:18-23) 

Verses 21 to 22 are especially interesting. Here Jesus tells us that ac-
tions come from somewhere. Before you can perform an action, you 
first have to think about it. Of course we have what are called “reflex 
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actions,” which we don’t consciously think about, but the command 
still comes from the brain and is based on the kinds of instincts which 
exist in our bodies. But the point is, if you actually find your hands 
committing sin will it help if you cut off your hand? Of course not, 
because you will still have the thought in your mind. So our actions are 
not the problem, the problem is the thoughts that produce the actions. 
But another question arises: what is it that produces the thoughts? 

our nature Is the Problem 
If I could train myself, discipline my mind like the eastern religions 
recommend, through yoga, meditation, martial arts etc., will I then be 
enabled to overcome sin? Look at what Jesus said in verse 21, “Out 
of the HEARTS of men proceed evil thoughts.” It is true that the ac-
tions come from the thoughts, but the thoughts themselves come from 
somewhere, they proceed from the heart. 
Now the heart of course refers to the mind, not the conscious mind 
but the subconscious mind which we sometimes refer to as the nature. 
When we consider this it becomes clear that the root of sin is not what 
we do, it is not what we think, it is the kind of heart or nature that we 
have. That is our real problem. If Christians don’t understand this, the 
end result will be that we will find ourselves holding to the hope of 
salvation, fervently embracing all the rules and yet find ourselves at the 
end, a million miles away from the mark. 
Both Jesus and Paul tried to make us know that our problem goes 
deep into our nature. The emphasis is unmistakable. In John 8:31-34, 
Jesus said: 

“Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye con-
tinue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; (32) And ye 
shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. (33) They 
answered him, We be Abraham’s seed, and were never in bond-
age to any man: how sayest thou, Ye shall be made free? (34) 
Jesus answered them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whosoever 
committeth sin is the servant of sin.” (John 8:31-34) 
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sIn Is a rulIng PoWer—a slave master 
Jesus said that if you commit sin you are the servant of sin. If this is 
so, then who is your master? Jesus said that SIN is your master. You 
are the servant of sin. The Jews of course, thought He was talking 
about physical bondage. They said, “we are Abraham’s children and we 
were never slaves to anybody.” But Jesus said that if you commit sin, 
somebody is your master and He referred to that person as “sin.” Here 
we see that in this passage, the word “sin” is not referring to trans-
gression of the law. Jesus describes sin as a king, a ruling master who 
demands obedience. Now the word “servant” actually comes from the 
Greek word “doulos” which literally means “slave.” Jesus says the one 
who commits sin is a slave of sin and a slave has no choice about what 
he does. Somebody else dictates how he is to behave and in this case, 
Jesus says that the master’s name is “sin.”
When we go to Romans chapter 7 we find that Paul is in full agree-
ment with Jesus. In verses 14-17 we read: 

“For we know that the law is spiritual: but I am carnal, sold under 
sin. (15) For that which I do I allow not: for what I would, that do I 
not; but what I hate, that do I. (16) If then I do that which I would 
not, I consent unto the law that it is good. (17) Now then it is no 
more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me.” (Romans 7:14-17) 

We all know what the life of a slave is like. In the mornings when 
they awake somebody tells them what kind of clothes to wear, what 
kind of food to eat, where they are to work that day, how long they 
will work. Somebody else even decides who they will marry and where 
they will live. They have no choice about what they will do. Somebody 
else makes those decisions. This is how it is in the life of a slave. A slave 
has no power to choose for himself. 
Now Paul says, “I am sold under sin.” What kind of person is sold? A 
slave of course! Paul is speaking about the person without Christ. If 
such a person is a slave does he have a choice about what he will do? 
No! Paul says such a person is a slave to sin. His masters’ name is “sin.” 
Everyday he gets up his master says, “you must work for me today. 
You must steal, lie, rape, kill ...” or maybe if you are a more respectable 
kind of slave—maybe a church member—he says, “be angry with your 
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wife, shout at your children, harbour malice in your heart.” He gives us 
the more respectable sins to perform. They do not seem as bad as the 
actions of some other people, but the truth is, the root is the same, we 
are all still slaves of sin, obeying the same master. 
In verse 16 Paul said, “I agree that the law is good”, but in verse 17 he 
speaks of his enslavement and says, “now it is no more I who am doing 
it, but sin that is living in me!” Did he want to do what was right? Of 
course he did! Was he trying? Of course he was! With all his might 
he tried. 
Paul was, by nature, a stronger man than most Christians. Paul was a 
fighter, he struggled and fought, but still he said, “I could not!” This 
was not only true of Paul, but it is also true of every man and woman 
upon this planet. Those who are more educated and who live in the 
upper classes of society may put on fine clothes and conceal the more 
open sins. They may outwardly resist these sins and in a self-righteous 
way may condemn the murderers, the prostitutes and the thieves. They 
feel good that they are not sinners like other people, but which is re-
ally a greater sin, is it murder or hypocrisy? The fact is, the root is the 
same, the cause of both is the same. It is the fact that the nature is a 
slave to sin! 

nature must change 
Now this gives us a different understanding of sin. When we under-
stand this we will stop trying to deal with the problem of sin by trying 
to change our actions. We will recognize that we have to go beyond 
the actions, we have got to get to the thoughts. But we have to go even 
further than that, we have got to go to the nature. What we need is to 
find somebody who knows how to deal with the nature, somebody who 
understands how to deal with that aspect of humanity. We need help, 
because we have no idea of how to deal with it. We have to find some-
body who is capable of dealing with these things. This is our only hope. 
So we have this testimony from both Jesus and Paul that man’s prob-
lem is deeper than his actions. They both make us understand that 
what we need is a change of nature. What Jesus says in John 3:6 is 
very interesting. 
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“That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of 
the Spirit is spirit.” (John 3:6) 

What does that mean? It seems so obvious, flesh is flesh, why bother 
to say it? What Jesus was saying is, “if you are flesh then there is only 
one way in which you can behave and that is like flesh”! Flesh cannot 
behave like spirit, and when he says, “flesh,” He does not mean our 
physical flesh and blood bodies. He means our carnal natures, or our 
naturally depraved minds. 

nature can’t be changed from the outsIde 

The English preacher Charles Spurgeon gave an illustration which 
expresses the problem well. Pigs by nature, love to roll in the mud, 
I think every pig loves to do this. Even though some pigs are kept 
locked up from the moment they are born and are kept that way all 
their lives, if one of them was to be set free and encountered a puddle 
of mud it is more than likely that he would have a good roll in it. 
Let us say someone decides that he wants a pig for a pet, but this pig 
has too many dirty habits so this person decides to send him to school 
where he will get five years education. Every day in school the pig 
learns, “You shall not roll in the mud.” 
Five years of education finally is over and this pig is going down the 
road. He has his certificate in his hand, he is wearing his jacket and his 
tie and he comes to a pool of mud. What does he do? He throws away 
his certificate, he throws off his jacket and tie and he jumps in the mud 
and he rolls. Why does he do it? He does it because it is his nature! He 
was born a pig! From the moment he was born, something in his pig 
heart was saying, “mud is the best thing in the world,” and education 
will not take that out of a pig! 
All men were born with a sinful nature and no matter how we educate 
ourselves, the root remains. “That which is flesh is flesh.” We might 
train a man not to steal, not to lose his temper, not to drink alco-
hol, but such teaching is contrary to his nature, and when nobody is 
looking, he will take a drink, he will lose his temper, he will steal, he 
will indulge his nature because we cannot change a person’s nature by 
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education. If there is to be any real change we have to go deeper than 
these external things. 

Was Jesus’ nature dIfferent than ours? 

Let us examine this issue a little deeper. We say the problem is our 
nature, but there is a little bit of a difficulty when we say this, for Jesus 
was born with our nature and yet He never sinned. He was never a 
slave to sin. If our problem is indeed our nature, then how could Jesus, 
with our nature, avoid committing sin? 
It is important that we remember that we are made up of two parts, 
body and spirit. As far as our bodies are concerned, Jesus was exactly 
like us but what about his mind? Was His mind just like our minds? 
No, Jesus did not take our sinful minds. Jesus was the Son of man, a 
human being with a fallen nature, but at the same time He was also 
the Son of God! But what part of him was the Son of God? It was His 
mind, or His spirit. 
When the angel announced his birth, he said to Mary, 

“... The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the 
Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which 
shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God.” (Luke 1:35) 

Even before he was born, he was that holy thing. He was made in the 
likeness of sinful flesh but not sinful mind. Let us not bring his mind 
into it, his mind was the mind of Jesus Christ the only begotten son 
of God. 
Let us again consider the educated pig that was mentioned earlier. 
Education did not help him, but maybe by some miracle of modern 
science somebody discovers how to do a brain transplant. So they take 
the brain of a cat and they put it in the head of this pig. How does a cat 
relate to mud? Have you ever seen one rolling in mud? Only if it was 
stone dead! You have to kill a cat before you will get it to roll in mud. 
So here is this pig with the cat’s brain and again he is walking down 
the road. He looks like a pig and he walks like a pig, but now he comes 
to the mud and what does he do? He walks as far from it as he can get. 
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Why does he do this? It is because he has a new mind. Nobody has 
said to the pig, “thou shall not”, he has not been educated, but he has a 
new mind. In one moment, everything is accomplished that five years 
of education could not accomplish. This helps us to understand what 
our problem is and how we need to approach it. 

a lesson from lIght and darkness 

“This then is the message which we have heard of him, and de-
clare unto you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at 
all.” (1 John 1:5) 

Here, and in several other places in the New Testament, God is com-
pared to light. There is a lesson to be learned from this. It is interesting 
that in order to define the word, “darkness,” we need to use the word, 
“light.” Why do we need the word “light” to explain darkness? Do we 
need the word darkness to explain light? No! The reason for this is 
that light is something real, it is made up of pulses of energy. Scientists 
don’t understand exactly what it is but they know it is something real. 
It is made up of actual energy. 
But what is darkness? Darkness is the absence of something, it is not 
something in itself. It is just a condition where light is missing. It can 
only be explained in terms of the thing which is missing. We can only 
understand darkness by relating it to light. When we understand this 
we have a good foundation for understanding the true nature of sin. 
The Bible tells us that God alone is good (Matthew 19:17). This 
means that there is no place where true goodness can be found unless 
God is there. But suppose there is no goodness present, what is it that 
remains? Evil remains! Where goodness exists, evil cannot exist, but 
as soon as good is gone, immediately all that is present is evil. So we 
can understand why God is referred to as “light.” Where God’s spirit 
is present and God is in control, sin cannot remain. It is only when 
God’s spirit is withdrawn, where God is not in control, that sin can 
appear. Sin is in essence simply the condition which arises with the 
absence of God. It is that other side which manifests itself whenever 
the presence of God is withdrawn. 
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This is why men are evil by nature, because we are born without the 
spirit of God! When we understand this, what we can see is that our 
real question is not how to get rid of evil, but how to obtain righteous-
ness. We cannot get rid of sin, or darkness by attacking it. It has no 
reality in itself. We cannot get hold of it to remove it. No, what we 
must do is turn on the light, we must obtain righteousness. When we 
have obtained righteousness, sin will naturally disappear. 

orIgIns of sIn 
In Ezekiel 28, we find a description of how sin first entered the uni-
verse. First we have a description of Satan, here represented as the 
king of Tyrus: 

“Son of man, take up a lamentation upon the king of Tyrus, and 
say unto him, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Thou sealest up the sum, 
full of wisdom, and perfect in beauty. (13) Thou hast been in 
Eden the garden of God; every precious stone was thy covering, 
the sardius, topaz, and the diamond, the beryl, the onyx, and the 
jasper, the sapphire, the emerald, and the carbuncle, and gold: 
the workmanship of thy tabrets and of thy pipes was prepared in 
thee in the day that thou wast created.” (Ezekiel 28:12-13)

Satan was the sum, the totality, the perfection of beauty and wisdom. 
He was not lacking in knowledge, he had no imperfections of the 
flesh. The record says that he was covered with precious stones. He was 
the most perfect being that God had ever created. He had wisdom, 
he had knowledge, he had understanding, he had beauty. He lived in 
a sinless environment, he did not come from deprived circumstances. 
Every advantage which could have been provided, was his. Verse 15 
says that he was perfect in all his ways. The passage continues: 

“Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast cre-
ated, till iniquity was found in thee.” (Ezekiel 28:15) 

Everything which he did was always perfect. But the day came when 
iniquity was found in him! His ways did not change until iniquity 
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arose first in him. In him was where the trouble first started. It did not 
start with bad actions, it started first on the inside. The real problem is 
what goes on inside. 
Nobody can explain what happened. He was created perfect. It is not 
easy to understand how sin happened to arise in him and it is certain 
that there can be no excuse for sin, but what we do know is that in this 
perfect being who had every advantage, who understood every doc-
trine, who understood the ways of God, something began to change. 
Whatever happened had its way, first of all in the heart of Lucifer, and 
when that seed developed and became mature, it brought Lucifer to 
the place where he concluded that he could live independently of God. 
Isaiah 14:12-14 says, 

“How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morn-
ing! how art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken 
the nations! (13) For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend 
into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will 
sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the 
north: (14) I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will 
be like the most High.” (Isaiah 14:12-14) 

the Problem—IndePendence of god 
Here we can see that Lucifer concluded that he was good enough to 
do, and to be, and to live, apart from God. He was one of those beings 
who felt that he was good, in himself ! He had lived for all this time, 
totally dependent upon God without recognizing what was the true 
source of his life and his goodness. All the goodness which was in him, 
all the benefits which he enjoyed day by day, he did not recognize as 
being the gifts provided by the hand of God. He became wrapped up 
in himself and in his own abilities. He came to the conclusion that he 
could manage by himself, without God. 
It is probable that Lucifer had no idea of the true working and the 
ways of sin, because if you lived in a world where there was only light, 
what would you know of darkness? How could you know or even con-
ceive of a concept called darkness? When Lucifer first started out, he 
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did not plan to murder and to destroy and to deceive! All he thought 
was, “I am an intelligent, good being and I have the ability to think 
and make decisions for myself. I don’t need to be always doing every-
thing the way God wants it done.” He just decided that he wanted 
independence from God because he was an intelligent being who was 
capable of directing his own life. 
But God does not remain in the heart where He is not welcome. 
We can see from this that as soon as Lucifer decided to be his own 
boss, his own ruler, his state changed. He who had always been so 
good, so full of goodness, would have become totally evil. Not partial-
ly evil, but immediately, totally evil, the moment God departed from 
him. He may have continued to behave piously, outwardly, but in his 
heart a change had taken place. A seed had been planted and in that 
seed was the root of everything which he is today. All the evil which 
has since then been manifested in the universe was in the heart of 
Lucifer the moment he separated himself from God. Apart from God 
there is no good. There is nothing that remains except darkness when 
God is asked to depart. 

sIn’s door 
Now let us consider something which will help us to understand this 
even better. When God created the universe He had the option to 
create robots everywhere. By this I mean that He could have created 
creatures who had no choice, creatures who could only do what He 
wanted and who could never think of doing otherwise. He could have 
done this, or He could have created beings who were capable of free 
choice and free thought. As we know, God chose to create beings who 
were free. 
It is interesting to consider that this is something which will never be 
taken away. Free choice will always exist, and yet it is the thing which 
caused sin to be introduced into the universe. When God created free 
will, He took a great risk. He took the risk that somebody might one 
day choose to exercise that free will in a way that was contrary to, or 
independent of God’s will. But it was God’s desire that this free will 
which He had given to His creatures should be yielded back to God 
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Himself, in voluntary and willing submission. So God would be able 
to work in all His creatures to will and to do of His good pleasure. And 
so it was for maybe hundreds, or thousands or maybe even millions of 
years. We don’t know how long it was until finally, one being chose to 
use that free will in a way that was independent of God’s will. And 
that was how sin began. 
So as we consider all of this, a question arises in our minds. Can sin it-
self ever be destroyed? Can we destroy what has no existence in itself ? 
If sin had some substance, if it were made of something tangible then 
it could be rooted out and destroyed, but since it is not something in 
itself, not something tangible, then it cannot itself, be destroyed. The 
death of sin is not like burning down a wasp’s nest, it is not like cutting 
a cancer from somebody’s body. Sin is not something you can take and 
strangle the life out of. It has no existence in itself. 
But can the universe ever come to the place where sin will no longer 
appear? The answer of course is, yes. The universe will one day come 
to the place where, by the free will of every being in the universe, sin 
will never appear again. This will be by the free-will choice of all who 
live in the universe. Although there will always still be the freedom to 
choose another way, no one will ever use that way again. Nevertheless, 
the opening will always be there, for free-will will always exist. But the 
Bible tells us that no creature will ever be so stupid as to re-introduce 
sin into the universe. 

the Problem Is not sIn, 
but rather, What causes It 
So in approaching the problem of sin and looking for a solution, we 
are not to look at sin as an entity in itself, we are to look at what causes 
it. We have to see that the problem is not getting rid of sin, the prob-
lem is obtaining righteousness. We can’t get rid of something which 
has no substantive reality. We can’t deal with sin itself, because it is not 
the true problem. The problem is the absence of light, the absence of 
righteousness, that is the problem and that is the only problem. Be-
cause where goodness exists, evil cannot show its face.
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god and hIs authorIty reJected 
So let us look at the story of Adam and see what happened to him 
when he sinned. It is evident that the problem began in his mind. We 
often say that when Adam and Eve sinned, they obeyed Lucifer. But 
let us look at the scenario a little more closely. God said, “don’t eat 
the fruit.” Lucifer said, “eat the fruit.” But who made the decision? It 
was Eve who made the decision and before she made that decision 
she weighed God’s words and she weighed the words of Lucifer, but 
she came to Eve’s conclusion. Ultimately, it was her wisdom that she 
trusted. For the first time, God was no longer the authority in her life. 
Instead, she became her own authority. 
This was the moment when it happened. When these two people, 
Adam and Eve decided that they were going to act independently of 
God, immediately they separated themselves from God and became 
spiritually dead. At that moment, all they were capable of was only 
evil. Signs of the change in them began to appear right away. They be-
came afraid of God and became conscious of being naked. As soon as 
God appeared, this man, Adam, who had loved this woman, Eve, and 
lived only to make her happy, started to accuse her. He who had never 
had a thought towards her but only good, suddenly, was so scared that 
all he could think of was himself. He didn’t even know if she was going 
to die because of her guilt, but still, he was ready to blame her! This 
came upon him immediately! 
We never are good in ourselves. We do not learn to be good, we are not 
trained to be good, we do not evolve into good beings. Goodness is the 
gift of God and if we do not receive it in Him, we will never have it at 
all. It is only the presence of God that makes us good. We can’t learn to 
be good. If we could learn to be good, then we could learn to be God! 
But since God alone is good, how can we learn to be good?  

self Is the World of sIn 
When Adam took of the fruit, he immediately became self-centered. 
Self-centeredness is the essence of the sin-life. That is the essence of 
the world of sin and sinners. Self becomes the world in which they re-
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volve. In this kind of life, all a person can do is sin, because in a selfish 
life, all that is done is always contrary to God’s way. That was the only 
life which was available to Adam and Eve after they turned away from 
God, and it is the life which every person in this world lives until he 
enters into a relationship with God.  

not actIons, but nature 
There are many people who think of a righteous life, only in terms 
of the ten commandments. A man becomes a Christian and thinks, 
“now that I am a Christian, I must start attending Church. I must stop 
smoking, stop drinking, stop telling lies, stop committing adultery or 
fornication as the case may be.” But in everything else in his life in 
terms of how he spends his money he is, “El numero uno.” It’s “my 
money, my car, my house, these things are mine. I am keeping the 
commandments, God is getting His part.” This is what righteousness 
means to many people, but this is a wrong concept. 
Righteousness cannot be limited to the performance of good deeds. In 
the righteous life, it is not only the actions which are significant, but 
rather, it is the entire change that embraces the entire life of the entire 
being, so that not just with respect to how we understand the law, but 
with respect to everything which is involved in our lives we become 
the property of God. 
When we are truly righteous, we live entirely, unto God. As it says of 
Christ, in Romans 6:10 “For in that he died, he died unto sin once: 
but in that he liveth, he liveth unto God.” The life we live is the resur-
rected life of Christ and that life embraces far more than command-
ment-keeping as it is commonly understood. It takes in everything, 
the food I eat, the hairstyle I wear, the way I treat my friends, the 
discussions I have behind closed doors it takes in everything, because 
my life is the life of Christ. 

“Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. 
(3) For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. (4) 
When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also ap-
pear with him in glory.” (Colossians 3:2-4) 
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“And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and 
this life is in his Son.” (1 John 5:11) 

It is life that we have been given. Jesus came that we might have life 
and have it more abundantly. He did not just bring change with re-
spect to some aspects of our lives, but change in the whole circumfer-
ence of our being. 

“Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old 
things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.”       
(2 Corinthians 5:17)  

That is what it means to have the righteousness of Christ. And that is 
what God wants to give us.  

all the commandments 
are WraPPed uP In one command 
This principle is brought out in many places in the Bible, but it was 
clearly revealed in the temptations of Christ. We find the story in 
Matthew chapter 4:3-10. 

“And when the tempter came to him, he said, If thou be the Son 
of God, command that these stones be made bread. (4) But he 
answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, 
but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. (5) 
Then the devil taketh him up into the holy city, and setteth him 
on a pinnacle of the temple, (6) And saith unto him, If thou be 
the Son of God, cast thyself down: for it is written, He shall give 
his angels charge concerning thee: and in their hands they shall 
bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone. 
(7) Jesus said unto him, It is written again, Thou shalt not tempt 
the Lord thy God. (8) Again, the devil taketh him up into an ex-
ceeding high mountain, and showeth him all the kingdoms of the 
world, and the glory of them; (9) And saith unto him, All these 
things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me. (10) 
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Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, 
Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou 
serve.” (Matthew 4:3-10) 

As we look at these three temptations, the question arises, where was 
the strength of these temptations? What was the real essence of the 
temptation which faced Jesus that day? I mean, when Satan says, “turn 
stones to bread,” what is wrong with that? What makes that tempta-
tion so great? Somebody says, “well, you see, if Jesus had obeyed, He 
would have been obeying Satan.” But I think if Satan tells me to do 
something which is right, I should do it. Once John Wesley went to 
visit a devil-possessed woman and when he arrived, she said, “You 
have come to pray? Let us pray!” And she started off saying the Lord’s 
prayer, speaking in a man’s voice. Wesley says, “I don’t know whether 
this advice came from the devil or from God, but it was good advice 
and I took it.” 
I don’t think it was merely the fact that it was Satan who told Jesus 
to turn the stones to bread which made it evil. If there was a need to 
turn stones to bread, even if Satan recommended it, there would have 
been nothing wrong in doing it. Jesus had been fasting for 40 days and 
it was now time for the fast to be broken because shortly afterwards, 
the angels came and ministered unto Him. But I think we can better 
understand the point of the temptation when we look at Jesus’ answer. 
Jesus said to him: “It is written, man shall not live by bread alone, but 
by every word that proceedeth from the mouth of God.” What should 
be the reason why a Christian does anything at all? Only because it is 
God’s will! Do we realize what Jesus was saying? In essence, He was 
saying, “I’m not even going to eat unless my Father instructs me.” Do 
you consider your Christianity to include so much? Or do you see it 
only in terms of ten commandments? Jesus was saying in essence, “I 
can eat bread; it is time for me to eat bread, I have been fasting for 40 
days but I am not going to touch food unless my Father tells me that it 
is time. Man does not live by bread, but by the word that proceeds from 
the mouth of God.” I look at His answer and I conclude, that this is the 
point which He was making. The fact is, He never made a decision, He 
never moved an inch without His Father first instructing Him. 
For many of us it is a matter of, belonging to God when we go to 
the place of worship, and yes, in the mornings during family worship. 
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But the rest of the time we are our own bosses and what we do is our 
business. As far as God is concerned, we think we are giving Him 
His rightful place when we say, “Lord, please help me to do this and 
that.” Don’t we know that when we are going abut our business and 
asking God to “help us,” we are the boss and He is the servant? God 
doesn’t want us to do our business and then to say, “come and help 
me,” He wants us to hear what is His business and to occupy our time 
in doing it, in living by “every word that proceedeth from the mouth 
of the Lord.” 
That is the perfect life and the truth is that we have not dared to live 
it! We are scared that He might say, “go sell all that you have and 
give to the poor and come and follow me.” He just might ask for too 
much! We dare not give everything to Him in that way. Therefore we 
never see the glory of God. We read of the lives of people who have 
done things like this, and we think, “how wonderful was their faith!” 
God called Abraham out of Ur of the Chaldees and he went out not 
knowing where he was going. Well, it has been a nice story to read 
to our children, but not something for us to apply in the “real world,” 
especially in this, the 21st Century. 
The second temptation was also evidently aimed at the same principle. 
Satan told Jesus to jump from the pinnacle of the temple. Jesus’ answer 
to him was that it is written that we should not tempt the Lord God, 
or, as the phrase literally means, we should not put God to the test. So 
how does it apply? What Jesus would have been doing is, He would 
have been taking up something which God had not told Him to do, 
and then would have been forcing God to act to save Him after He 
had acted without God’s direction. This would have been putting God 
to the test, or tempting God. 
This could be compared to somebody who goes out to hold evange-
listic meetings, and after he has made his plans, organized his budget 
and made all arrangements, then he asks God to bless the venture. 
Such a person is tempting God; he is testing God. He goes out with-
out instructions from God, and then, now that he is gone, he is asking 
God to bless him. Satan was asking Jesus to do something like this, to 
make up His own mind, to make His own plans and then ask God to 
intervene on His behalf. 
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satan’s orIgInal PrIncIPle 
All Satan wanted was for Jesus, for just one moment, to operate on 
the principle which threw him out of heaven, that is: that it is possi-
ble for us to live perfectly good lives without God’s interference; that 
intelligent beings can direct their own lives without God, and still do 
well. The principle that man can act independently of God. That is all 
he wanted, for just one moment. Satan made angels sin, Satan made 
man sin, and now, what a thing if he could make God sin! It would 
have proven that it is not possible for anybody to really walk in per-
fect harmony with God’s will. Even a divine Being with His powers 
removed would have found it impossible, and this would have proven 
that Satan’s challenge to God in the beginning was justified. He would 
have shown that the way of self is the only logical way and that even 
God Himself cannot live by the principle of perfect submissiveness to 
another when He is removed from His almighty power. 
But thank God for Jesus. Thank God that divinity is good, God is 
good. He cannot succumb to evil and because of that we have hope. 
The first commandment is, “thou shalt have no other gods before me.” 
It really is, ultimately, the one command which all people break. Luci-
fer forgot, so did Adam and Eve. Even Moses forgot when he struck 
the rock. In that moment when he struck the rock the god he obeyed 
was the one who was ruling in the soul. It really was the god of self. 
This is the god, the idol which is worshipped by most people, including 
many Christians. We run things, we control ourselves. We give God a 
little part of it (we think) but we continue to run and control things. 
Until the day comes that we can deal with that issue, Christianity will 
continue to be a thing to be discussed around tables and at Bible con-
ferences, and to be debated and argued about. This is why the greatest 
and the first commandment is, “thou shalt have no other god’s before 
me.” Unfortunately, most of us have not included our own selves in 
that category of “other gods.” Self-centeredness is sin’s lifeline. When 
sin is produced, it is really only because of the life which is lived, out-
side of God. Simply because of a life which is lived sometimes, or all 
the time, independently of God. 
May God grant us the wisdom to not only understand this truth but 
also to apply it in our lives.






