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Berean Spirit
“... they received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so.” 

                                                                                                                                                                          (Acts 17:10-11)

John Norton Loughborough (1832 
–1924) was an early Seventh-day Ad-
ventist minister having been called 
to preach by Ellen White in 1852. He 
worked for the church in New England, 
Michigan, Ohio, Great Britain, and 
California, and published an account 
of the message and history of Sev-
enth-day Adventism in 1902 titled “The 
Rise and Progress of the Third Angel’s 
Message”, but the book was lost when 
the Review and Herald burned in Battle 
Creek, Michigan in 1903. He then pub-
lished another book, “The Great Sec-
ond Advent Movement”, in 1905. In it 
Loughborough describes his first-hand 
experiences in the history of the church, 
the visions and prophecies of Ellen 
White, early divisions in the church, 

and various philosophical and religious 
matters, as well as some autobiographi-
cal material.

“He gave some, apostles; and some, 
prophets; and some, evangelists; and 
some, pastors and teachers; for the per-
fecting of the saints, for the work of the 
ministry, for the edifying of the body of 
Christ; till we all come in the unity of 
the faith, and of the knowledge of the 
Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the 
measure of the stature of the fullness of 
Christ.” Ephesians 4:11, 13.

When the Saviour placed the gifts of 
his Spirit in the church, to accomplish, 
“as it pleased him,” the work of the Lord 
until the perfect day should come, he 
did not leave his people to guess wheth-
er a manifestation was from heaven, or 
from evil spirits, but he gives rules by 
which we might know whether the spir-
it was of God or not. Even in these last 
days, when, as predicted by the proph-
et Joel, the Lord was to pour out his 
Spirit upon all flesh, and both sons and 
daughters should prophesy, Joel 2:28, 
29. Paul says the people should not de-
spise prophesyings, but should “prove 
all things,” and hold fast that which is 
good.” 1 Thessalonians 5:20, 21.

How else can such manifestations 
be tested but by comparing them with 
the Scripture rules for discerning the 

work of God’s Spirit? Everything that 
is above the comprehension of finite 
minds is not necessarily from God, for 
the Bible declares that in the last days 
Satan will work miracles, to deceive 
the world, that he may gather them to 
the battle of that great day of God Al-
mighty. Revelation 16:14. It is then by a 
careful comparison of the manifestation 
with the Bible rules that a true spiritu-
al gift may be known. The same care is 
requisite in this, that men of the world 
use in detecting counterfeit money.

Detecting counterfeit Money

In the Detroit Bank Note Reporter of 
April, 1863, Mr. Preston gave five rules 
for detecting counterfeits, and declared 
that any person who would make a rigid 
inspection of every bill that came into 
possession, according to these rules, 
need never fear of being deceived.

There is no surer way to prove a pro-
phetic gift than by comparing it with the 

“By Their FruiTs ye shall Know Them”
from the book entitled The Great Second Advent Movement by J. N. Loughborough

Also in this issue:

Hidden in Plain Sight  ....................  p.3
Do You Really 
Believe in the Trinity?  .................... p.7
Website Update ............................. p.14

Tasty Vegan Recipes  .....................  p.15
Think about These Things  ..........  p.16



Berean Spirit                                                   SepteMBer 2013 - NO. 13

PAGE 2 www.cominghomeministry.org

description of such gifts as were mani-
fested in Scripture times, and testing it 
by the rules therein given. The Scrip-
tures thoroughly furnish us unto all 
good works (2 Timothy 3:16, 17), and 
give a correct record of the manifesta-
tions of the gift of prophecy, and how 
the true work of the Spirit of God may 
be known from the workings of Satan, 
with his spurious gifts.

RULES FOR DISCERNING
TRUE GIFTS

The Lord has given in his word at 
least seven distinct rules by which gen-
uine manifestations of the Spirit of God 
may be distinguished from the working 
of Satan.

rule one—Special inStruction

The prophet Isaiah, in speaking of 
affairs existing in the last days, says: 

“Bind up the testimony, seal the law 
among my disciples. And I will wait 
upon the Lord, that hideth his face from 
the house of Jacob, and I will look for 
him. … And when they shall say unto 
you, Seek unto them that have famil-
iar spirits, and unto wizards that peep 
and that mutter; should not a people 
seek unto their God? for the living to 
the dead? To the law and to the testimo-
ny; if they speak not according to this 
word, it is because there is no light in 
them.” Isaiah 8:16-20.

In this Scripture, attention is called to 
a people engaged in restoring the seal 
to God’s law-a people who are waiting 
upon the Lord, engaged in his service. 
They are looking for him; that is, they 
are looking for his coming-this, too, 
in a time when spirits professing to be 
spirits of the dead are asking the people 
to seek to them. Some heed their call, 
and seek to the dead for knowledge; but 
the Lord invites his people to seek him. 
That is virtually saying that if they seek 
him he will give them special instruc-
tion. They need not seek to the dead, 
who can give them no information; for 
“neither have they any more a portion 
forever in anything that is done under 
the sun;” and “the dead know not any-
thing.” Ecclesiastes 9:6, 5.

In the above scripture a rule is given 
by which all communications are to be 
tested,—“if they speak not according to 
this word, it is because there is no light 
in them.” All communications from the 
Lord will speak in harmony with his 
word and his law.

Applying this rule to the writings of 
Mrs. White, I would say that during 
the last fifty-two years I have carefully 
read her testimonies, comparing them 
with the law of God and the testimo-
nies of the Bible, and I find the most 
perfect harmony between the two. Her 
instructions do not come in to give any 
new revelation to take the place of the 
Scripture, but rather to show us where 
and how, in these times, people are lia-

ble to be led astray, to be led from the 
word. The position that the testimonies 
of Mrs. White occupy can be best told 
in what she herself has written respect-
ing them:

“The word of God is sufficient to en-
lighten the most beclouded mind, and 
may be understood by those who have 
any desire to understand it. But, not-
withstanding all this, some who profess 
to make the word of God their study are 
found living in direct opposition to its 
plainest teachings. Then, to leave men 
and women without excuse, God gives 
plain and pointed testimonies, bringing 
them back to the word that they have 
neglected to follow.

“The word of God abounds in general 
principles for the formation of correct 
habits of living, and the testimonies, 
general and personal, have been cal-
culated to call their attention more es-
pecially to these principles. … You are 
not familiar with the Scriptures. If you 
had made God’s word your study, with 
a desire to reach the Bible standard and 
attain Christian perfection, you would 
not have needed the testimonies. …

“The Lord designs to warn you, to re-
prove, to counsel, through the testimo-
nies given, and to impress your minds 
with the importance of the truth of his 
word. The written testimonies are not 
to give new light, but to impress viv-
idly upon the heart the truths of inspi-
ration already revealed. … Additional 
truth is not brought out, but God has, 
through the testimonies, simplified the 
great truths already given, and in his 
own chosen way brought them before 
the people, to awaken and impress the 
mind with them, that all may be without 
excuse …

“The testimonies are not to belittle 
the word of God, but to exalt it, and 
to attract minds to it, that the beautiful 
simplicity of truth may impress all  … 
If the people who now profess to be
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Genetically modified organisms, or 
GMOs, are created when a gene from 
one species is transferred to another, 
creating something that would not be 
found in nature. In the USA, a large per-
centage of domestic crops (for example 
up to 85% of soybean yields) have DNA 
that was tweaked in a lab, yet it is near-
ly impossible to know which food items 
contain these genetically engineered in-
gredients. GMOs are bad for your body, 
bad for the community, bad for farmers 
and bad for the environment. 

In this article, we will give you some 
basic information about GMO foods 
(also known as: genetically engineered 
(GE) food, genetically modified (GM) 
food, genetically manipulated food, 
genetically altered food, and “Franken-
food”) so you can make a decision for 
you and for your family.

gMoS are not conSiDereD 
to be Safe

One of the biggest concern about eat-
ing genetically modified organisms is 
that the health consequences are largely 
unknown. In fact, more and more stud-
ies show that GMOs are harmful and 
not safe for human consumption.

Only a handful of independent safe-
ty tests have ever been conducted and 
none prove safety of GE food for human 

consumption. Nearly every indepen-
dent animal feeding study on GE food 
shows adverse or unexplained effects, 
such as problems with their growth and 
organ development, damaged immune 
systems and damaged organs, bleeding 
stomachs, and increased death rates.

According to independent scientists, 
human health effects of consuming GE 
food can include toxic and allergic re-
actions, antibiotic resistance, immune 
suppression, and other serious illnesses.

Conventional milk products such 
as cheese, yogurt, ice cream, and but-
ter may be altered with a synthetic GE 
bovine growth hormone (rBGH). The 
rBGH effect on humans has been linked 
to elevated risks of cancer. As a side ef-
fect of rBGH, cows have been known to 
suffer from shortened life spans, mas-
titis, increased birth defects, and high 
rates of diseases, infertility, and stress.

Based on scientific evidence, Cana-
da, 28 European member states, Nor-
way, Switzerland, New Zealand, and 
Japan have all banned the use and im-
port of rBGH milk and dairy products. 

In Japan also, a modified bacteria creat-
ed a new amino acid not found in nature; 
it was used in protein drinks and before it 
was recalled, it caused severe mental and 
metabolic damage to hundreds as well as 
several deaths. Japan banned GMOs af-
ter this horrific experience. 

In United States gastrointestinal 
diseases (chronic and acute) have in-
creased dramatically since mid 90s and 
this has been linked to GMO foods giv-
en to sheep. In Sweden, where no GMO 
foods are allowed for humans or cattle, 
there has been no change whatsoever. 
Scientists are still researching the in-

flammation causes to the intestine and 
the study will take another 2 years to 
complete, while GMO foods are still 
being given to sheep in US. 

In the United States, agricultural sci-
entists have discovered GMO food fed 
to cattle destroys intestinal bacteria, 
causes a myriad of health issues ending 
in death. It would be very much sur-
mised to do the same in humans.

At the same time, GMOs are pollut-
ing our environment. Thierry  Vrain, 
Ph.D., former GMO-engineer says: 
“Even if genetic engineering was per-
fectly safe, I still question it because of 
genetic pollution. Organic crops and 
foods are becoming contaminated. I’m 
also concerned about contamination of 
the environment with antibiotic resistant 
genes. Every GM crop has these genes. 
The preliminary evidence we have is that 
bacteria in the soil and in the human gut 
are capable of picking those genes up. 
Considering the alarm I hear from med-
ical people about losing antibiotics, I 
think this should be a serious concern.” 

Studies and research shows that soil 
microorganisms are very essential for 
soil fertility. Over 100 million micro-
organism and over 1000 species live in 
one gram of productive soil. Without 
these microorganisms including fun-
gi, bacteria, algae and insects, plants 
wouldn’t obtain the essential nutrition 
for growth.

In genetic engineering a number of 
different genes are inserted into the 
recipient organism. Many scientists 
are concerned that engineering crops 
could contaminate wild plants with 

Continued on page 8
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“By Their Fruits …”

Continued from page 2 
 

God’s peculiar treasure would obey his 
requirements, as specified in his word, 
special testimonies would not be given 
to awaken them to their duty, and im-
press upon them their sinfulness and 
their fear-ful danger in neglecting to 
obey the word of God.” 7 Testimonies 
for the Church 5:663-667.

rule two—true prophetS

We have already learned that all true 
prophets will speak in harmony with 
the law of God and the testimony of 
his word. The apostle John gives an-
other rule describing the teaching of 
true prophets. He says: “Beloved, be-
lieve not every spirit, but try the spir-
its whether they are of God: because 
many false prophets have gone out into 
the world. Hereby know ye the Spirit 
of God: Every spirit that confesseth 
that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is 
of God: and every spirit that confess-
eth not that Jesus Christ is come in the 
flesh is not of God: and this is that spir-
it of antichrist, whereof ye have heard 
that it should come; and even now al-
ready is it in the world.” 1 John 4:1-3.

Note carefully the foregoing scrip-
ture. It does not say that whosoever 
confesseth that Jesus Christ “did come 
in the flesh,” “but is come in the flesh;” 
that is, that he comes, by his Spirit, and 
dwells in us, in response to our faith. 
This, in fact, is the central truth of the 
gospel, “Christ in you, the hope of glo-
ry.” Ephesians 3:17; Colossians 1:27.

The practical theme found in all the 
writings of Mrs. White is the necessi-
ty of Christ as an indwelling Saviour 
if we would make any advancement in 
the heavenly way. Her writings teach 
the necessity of Christ first, last, and all 
the time. As an illustration, of this fact, 
attention is called to her book, “Steps 

to Christ,” of which more than one hun-
dred thousand copies have been sold in 
the English language, to say nothing of 
the thousands of copies in the eighteen 
foreign languages in which it is now 
printed. A Presbyterian minister, hav-
ing read the book, ordered over three 
hundred copies for his church-mem-
bers and friends, and said, “This book 
was written by some one who is well 
acquainted with the Lord Jesus Christ.”

rule three—falSe prophetS

John gives a rule for detecting false 
prophets: “They are of the world: there-
fore speak they of the world, and the 
world heareth them.” 1 John 4:5. The 
teaching of false prophets will pander 
to the carnal heart, instead of exalt-
ing the self-denying and cross-bearing 
way. False prophets will teach “smooth 
things,” instead of exalting the “Holy 
One of Israel.” Isaiah 30:10, 11. Any 
one who reads even a few pages of Mrs. 
White’s writings can see that they are 
in the line of self-denial and cross-bear-
ing, and not of a nature to please a 
worldly, carnal heart.

rule four—
Suffering anD patience

In tracing this subject still further, we 
will take, as a fourth rule, the words of 
the apostle James: “Take, my brethren, 
the prophets, who have spoken in the 
name of the Lord, for an example of 
suffering affliction, and of patience.” 
James 5:10. When we read of the ex-
perience of those ancient prophets we 

learn that one of the greatest of their 
trials was to see Israel reject, or go 
contrary to, the plain testimonies borne 
to them. A brief study of those times 
will show at once the character of both 
true and false prophets. “Thus saith 
the LORD of hosts, Hearken not unto 
the words of the prophets that prophe-
sy unto you: they make you vain: they 
speak a vision of their own heart, and 
not out of the mouth of the LORD.” 
Jeremiah 23:16.

There is nothing in the writings of 
Mrs. White to make the reader vain; 
but, as expressed by another, “I have 
received great spiritual benefit times 
without number from the testimonies. 
Indeed, I never read them without feel-
ing reproved for my lack of faith in God, 
lack of devotion, and lack of earnestness 
in saving souls.” Surely, then, the effect 
of Mrs. White’s testimonies is vastly dif-
ferent from that of the teachings of false 
prophets, as described by Jeremiah.

The prophet tells us also how false 
prophets will teach: “They say still unto 
them that despise me, The Lord hath 
said, Ye shall have peace; and they say 
unto every one that walketh after the 
imagination of his own heart, No evil 
shall come upon you.” Verse 17.

As to the nature of Mrs. White’s 
teaching in her testimonies, I will quote 
the following words from a careful 
reader: “I have read all her testimonies 
through and through, most of them 
many times, and I have never been able 
to find one immoral sentence in the 
whole of them, or anything that is not 
strictly pure and Christian; nothing that 
leads any one from the Bible or from 
Christ; but there I find the most earnest 
appeals to obey God, to love Jesus, to 
believe the Scriptures, and to search 
them constantly. Such nearness to God, 
such earnest devotion, such solemn 
appeals to live a holy life, can only be 
prompted by the Spirit of God.”

A careful observer of her testimonies 
from the first writes: “In the matter of 
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plain and faithful dealing, without fear 
or favor, I desire to bear witness that 
there has been no lack. If base and evil 
motives were the controlling power in 
this work, flattering words would fill 
the place of searching testimonies and 
faithful reproofs. Plainness of speech, 
faithful reproofs for wrong, words of 
compassion and encouragement for the 
trembling souls who feel their need of 
the Saviour, and for the erring who seek 
in humility to put away their faults,-
these are the things that have entered 
largely into her labors. The testimony 
of Mrs. White, reproving wrongs in 
the case of many persons whom she 
had seen in vision, has been borne with 
great faithfulness, and with the most 
excellent effect.” J. N. Andrews, in the 
Review of December, 1867.

rule five—
true prophecieS are fulfilleD

There is a statement made by Moses 
relative to true and false prophets, found 
in the eighteenth chapter of Deuterono-
my. He says: “How shall we know the 
word which the Lord hath not spoken? 
When a prophet speaketh in the name 
of the Lord, if the thing follow not, nor 
come to pass, that is the thing which the 
Lord hath not spoken, but the prophet 
hath spoken it presumptuously; thou 
shalt not be afraid of him.” Deuterono-
my 18:21, 22.

The same thing is also found in the 
following scriptures; “Who is he that 
saith, and it cometh to pass, when the 
Lord commanded it not?” Lamentations 

3:37. Of the prophet Samuel it was said, 
“All that he saith cometh surely to pass.” 
1 Samuel 9:6. “When the word of the 
prophet shall come to pass, then shall 
the prophet be known, that the Lord 
hath truly sent him.” Jeremiah 28:9.

It is now over fifty-three years since 
the writer first saw Mrs. E. G. White 
in prophetic vision. During these years 
many prophetic statements have been 
made by her relative to things that 
would take place. Some of these predic-
tions relate to events already fulfilled, 
and some are in process of fulfillment, 
while others are still future. As to those 
relating to past or present events, I know 
not of a single instance of failure. Some 
of her predictions have already been 
noted. Others will appear in succeeding 
chapters as we continue our narrative.

rule Six—MiracleS not a teSt 
of a true prophet

It has been affirmed by many theolog-
ical writers, and stated in commentaries 
on the Scriptures, that the sign of a true 
prophet is the working of miracles. We 
have yet to learn from the Scriptures a 
rule of this character.

If the working of miracles is proof of 
a true prophet, then the “false prophet” 
mentioned in Revelation 19:20 would 
be declared after all a true prophet; for 
it is said, “The beast was taken, and 
with him the false prophet that wrought 
miracles before him, with which he de-
ceived them that had received the mark 
of the beast.” The same power is spo-
ken of again in Revelation 13:14, as 
deceiving “them that dwell on the earth 
by the means of those miracles which 
he had power to do in the sight of the 
beast.” By the same application of this 
rule, we should be driven to the conclu-
sion that even Satan is a true prophet. 
Certain spirits who will do a special 
work under the sixth of the seven last 
plagues are called “the spirits of devils, 
working miracles, which go forth unto 

the kings of the earth and of the whole 
world, to gather them to the battle of 
that great day of God Almighty.” Rev-
elation 16:14.

If the proof of a true prophet is to be 
found in the miracles he performs while 
out of vision, we should find but few 
of the Bible prophets who would stand 
the test, especially if the decision is to 
rest upon what is recorded concerning 
their works. It is true that miracles are 
recorded as being wrought by some of 
the prophets, as in the case of Elijah, 
Elisha, and Paul. But who has found a 
record in the Bible of the miracles of 
Isaiah, Jeremiah, Daniel, Hosea, Joel, 
Amos, etc.? Yet these were true proph-
ets of the Lord, and are shown to be 
such by the rules the Lord has given as 
the test of a true prophet.

That the working of miracles is not 
the test of a true prophet is clearly seen 
by reading the scripture record of John 
the Baptist. That he was a prophet is 
shown by the prediction of his father, 
Zacharias, in relating the vision God 
had given him respecting the son that 
should be born to him: “And thou, child, 
shalt be called the prophet of the High-
est: for thou shalt go before the face 
of the Lord to prepare his ways.” Luke 
1:76. Our Saviour himself recognized 
John as that very prophet who should 
prepare the way before him; for of John 
he said: “But what went ye out for to 
see? a prophet? Yea, I say unto you, and 
much more than a prophet. This is he, of 
whom it is written, Behold, I send my 
messenger before thy face, which shall 
prepare thy way before thee. For I say 
unto you, Among those that are born of 
women there is not a greater prophet 
than John the Baptist?” Luke 7:26-28.

Here, then, is a plain statement of the 
Saviour that John was a prophet. Let us 
apply the test of miracle-working and 
see the result. In the Gospel as written 
by John the evangelist, we have these 
words: “And many resorted unto him 
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[Christ] and said, John did no miracle; 
but all things that John spake of this 
man were true.” John 10:41. This state-
ment alone is a complete refutation of 
the claim that sign of a true prophet is 
the working of miracles.

This rule given in Deuteronomy 13:1-
3, which we denominate as rule six in 
our present enumeration, is to guard 
against running after anything won-
derful or miraculous until we have first 
carefully noticed whether its tendency 
is to greater nearness to the Lord or to 
a drawing away from him. This text 
virtually tells us to apply all the rules, 
especially to see if it is in harmony with 
God and his law.

This sixth rule teaches that if a mira-
cle is wrought by a pretender, there will 
be seen with it, when carefully tested, 
a departure from the sacred truths of 
God’s word, and a lowering of the stan-
dard to meet a heart inclined to shun the 
way of self-denial. The Lord permits 
such a pretender to arise, and his course 
is a test to the true child of God, giving 
him an opportunity to weigh carefully 
the tendency or motive of said mira-
cle-worker. Those who cling to God’s 
word, instead of being captivated by the 
false miracle-worker, come forth strong 
in God as the result of such experience.

In these evil days, when many are 
claiming to be “faith healers,” “divine 
healers,” “Christian Science healers,” 
etc., it would be well to apply closely 
the scriptural rules; for it will need di-
vine rules, and the illumination of the 
Holy Spirit, to enable us clearly to dis-
cern the intent and purpose of some of 
these “healers,” so subtle is their work; 
while on the other hand are those who 
openly disregard God’s law and his 
truth for this time. In some instances 
these pretended “healers” have raged 
like men filled with madness at even a 
mention of the law of God. As surely as 
the Lord has a message proclaiming his 
holy law, so surely are the men destitute 
of the movings of the Holy Spirit who 

rail against his law, and thrust from their 
presence those who even mention it.

rule Seven—their fruitS

“Beware of false prophets, which 
come to you in sheep’s clothing, but 
inwardly they are ravening wolves. Ye 
shall know them by their fruits. Do men 
gather grapes of thorns, or figs of this-
tles? Even so every good tree bringeth 
forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree brin-
geth forth evil fruit. A good tree cannot 
bring forth evil fruit, neither can a cor-
rupt tree bring forth good fruit. Every 
tree that bringeth not forth good fruit 
is hewn down, and cast into the fire. 
Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know 
them.” Matthew 7:15-20.

These words of our Saviour recog-
nize the fact that the gift of prophecy 
would exist in the gospel age. If no true 
prophets were to be connected with the 
work, and every prophetic manifes-
tation was to be from an evil source, 
would he not have said, “Beware of 
prophets”? The fact that he tells us so 
definitely how each kind may be known 
is the best of evidence that in the work 
of the Comforter, the Holy Spirit, in 
showing “things to come” (John 16:13), 
would be the true gift of prophecy. This 
rule, which in our enumeration we have 
called rule seven, is an infallible one. 
Christ did not say ye may know them 

by their fruits, but, positively, “by their 
fruits ye shall know them.”

We inquire, What is the fruit to be 
seen in the work of genuine gifts of the 
Spirit of God? The answer is found in 
the statement of Paul respecting the 
purpose of the Lord in placing the gifts 
in the church: “Wherefore he saith, 
When he ascended up on high, he led 
captivity captive, and gave gifts unto 
men … And he gave some, apostles; 
and some, prophets; and some, evan-
gelists; and some, pastors and teachers; 
for the perfecting of the saints, for the 
work of the ministry, for the edifying 
of the body Christ; till we all come in 
the unity [“into the unity,” margin] of 
the faith, and of the knowledge of the 
Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto 
the measure of the stature of the fullness 
of Christ.” Ephesians 4:8-13.

Apply this rule to the prophetic gift 
that has been connected with the third 
angel’s message from its rise, and what 
is the result?-We find that the continual 
instruction given through Mrs. White 
has been in the line of unity and harmo-
ny, admonishing to “counsel together,” 
and to “press together,” to be in unison 
with Christ, thus insuring true fellow-
ship and union with one another.

Some of the opponents of this work 
have tauntingly said, “If it was not for 
the visions of Mrs. White, which you 
have among you, your cause would 
have gone to pieces long ago.” It is re-
plied, “That is true; because from that 
source the Lord has given counsel, 
caution, and light, and thus dissensions 
have been removed, and the work has 
prospered.” So what they designed as a 
thrust against the gift is in reality tes-
timony that its fruit is that of the true 
gift of prophecy. For sixty years and 
more have the manifestations of the gift 
of prophecy through Mrs. White been 
tested by these seven rules, and in every 
particular they have met the specifica-
tions required of a true prophecy.
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Do You Really Believe in the Trinity?
by Lynnford Beachy

“Do you believe in the Trinity?” is 
one of the most common questions 
asked to determine orthodoxy within 
Christianity. Yet, when this question is 
really understood, you may be surprised 
at your answer. Many people think that 
if a person believes in the Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit, then he believes in the 
Trinity, but there are many people who 
believe in the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit who do not believe in the Trinity, 
even though some of them think they 
do. There is much more to the Trinity 
than just believing in the Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit.

The majority of Christians in the 
world today claim to believe in the 
Trinity, even though most will admit 
that they cannot understand it. With this 
widespread confusion regarding this 
doctrine, it is no wonder that among 
Trinitarians there are many different 
views about God. Much of this confu-
sion results from the relative ignorance 
of what the Trinity doctrine really is. 
Many pastors and church leaders re-
fuse to preach on this subject because 
they say that they cannot understand it 
themselves and therefore they feel inca-
pable of expounding upon it to others. 

The four primary teachings about 
God that exist among Christians are 
Trinitarianism, Modalism (also called 
“Jesus only”), Unitarianism, and Trithe-
ism. As we look at the details of these 
false teachings about God, keep in mind 
that each one is calculated to deny the 
literal Sonship of Christ and His com-
plete, divine death on the cross, leaving 
us with nothing more than a human sac-
rifice for sins, and no real conception of 
God’s love.

the official catholic view

The main points of the official Catho-
lic view of God, also known as the “or-
thodox Trinity,” are accepted by most 
Protestant denominations with little 
variation. This is the only view that can 
truly be called “the Trinity” since they 
are the first ones to have defined this 
doctrine. On page 11 of the book, Hand-
book for Today’s Catholic, we read,

“The mystery of the Trinity is the central 
doctrine of the Catholic Faith. Upon it 
are based all the other teachings of the 
Church …”

“The Church studied this mystery with 
great care and, after four centuries of 
clarification, decided to state the doctrine 
in this way: in the unity of the Godhead 
there are three Persons,—the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit…”

The fundamental teaching of the 
orthodox Trinity is the idea that there 
are three distinct persons in one being 
(one substance), called God. You will 
notice that with this usage of the words 
“person” and “being” they cannot mean 
the same thing, because it takes three

Continued on page  9

The confusion regarding this subject is 
heightened by the often-repeated saying 
that the Trinity is a mystery beyond our 
understanding, and should not be inves-
tigated. This has caused many people to 
ignore the subject of knowing God, and 
settle for some unknowable mystery in 
His place.

From my own experience, I have wit-
nessed some of the confusion on this 
subject. I have met several people who 
quickly claim that they believe in the 
Trinity but, upon investigation, I have 
found that they really do not believe in 
the Trinity. Even more surprising, there 
are some, even ministers, who openly 
denounce the doctrine of the Trinity, 
but the doctrine they promote is in real-
ity the Trinity itself, or some very close 
variation of it, even though they wish to 
call it by another name, such as “God-
head.” You can call a chicken a dog all 
you want, but it will never change the 
fact that the chicken is still a chicken.

Because of the confusion that peo-
ple have about God, and the implica-
tions this can have upon the gospel, we 
would like to examine some of the most 
popular views about God and compare 
them with Scripture. With this informa-
tion you will be readily able to identify 
the Trinity doctrine as well as some oth-
er views about God that are sometimes 
called by that name, regardless of what 
the propagators of those doctrines wish 
to call them, and what words they use to 
describe them.

I pray that after reading this study 
you will be prepared to accept the truth 
of Scripture and reject all man-made 
theories about God. I also pray that you 
will “be ready always to give an answer 
to every man that asketh you a reason” 
for what you believe. (1 Peter 3:15)
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“Hidden in Plain Sight”

Continued from page 3 

new genes and that could result in pro-
duction of widely spread viruses. GMO 
crops could be a danger to flies, insects, 
birds and other animals and could be a 
threat to crop diversity. 

GMOs also require massive amount 
of pesticides, herbicides and fungicides. 
These things are poisons, and should 
not be eaten or allowed to run off into 
our water supply. 

Over 80% of all GMOs grown world-
wide are engineered for herbicide tol-
erance. As a result, use of toxic herbi-
cides like Roundup has increased 15 
times since GMOs were introduced. 
GMO crops are also responsible for 
the emergence of “super weeds” and 
“super bugs:’ which can only be killed 
with ever more toxic poisons like 2,4-D 
(a major ingredient in Agent Orange). 

GMOs are a direct extension of chem-
ical agriculture, and are developed and 
sold by the world’s biggest chemical 
companies. The long-term impacts of 
GMOs are unknown, and once released 
into the environment these novel organ-
isms cannot be recalled.  

gMoS are unlabeleD

The other big concern Americans are 
facing is that food items which con-
tain GMOs are unlabeled. (At the same 
time more than 40 countries have either 
banned GMO food or have laws requir-
ing the labeling of it—giving citizens in 
those countries information about ge-
netically altered food and the freedom 
to choose not to eat it.)

Did you know that you eat genetical-
ly modified foods every day? This nov-
el technology has virtually invaded the 
grocery store and taken over the food on 
our shelves (without knowing it or read-

ing it on the food labels). An estimated 
70-75% of processed foods on super-
market shelves—from soda to soup, 
corn chips to veggie burgers, pizza, and 
even baby food and infant formula—
contain GE ingredients. Not mentioning 
all the meat and dairy products where 
the animals were fed with GMO food.

what can you Do?

1. Your best defense is to purchase 
certified organic food, which can-
not contain any GMOs, and to tell 
your friends and loved ones to do the 
same. 
The most common GMO foods are: 
corn (and EVERYTHING that is made 
from it—like grits, chips, corn-syrup 
etc.), soy (for example tofu and soy 
protein), lecithin, canola, and cotton-
seed (think about vegetable oil that 

Continued on page 15

GMO Foods - from the Organic Lifestyle Magazine
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“Do You Really Believe …”

Continued from page 7 
 

“persons” to make up this one being. 
It is very important to understand this 
distinction in order to comprehend 
the different views of God. A being is 
all that comprises an individual—the 
spirit, soul, mind, consciousness, will 
and body. Person, on the other hand, 
can have several different meanings in 
theological circles, which we will dis-
cuss in more detail later in this study.

To help define the orthodox Trinity, I 
will quote from the Athanasian Creed, 
which is accepted as truth by the Catho-
lic Church and most Protestant Church-
es. (See Philip Schaff’s History of the 
Christian Church, Volume 3, Section 
132, page 696.) The author of the Atha-
nasian Creed is unknown, but portions 
of it seem to have been taken from the 
writings of Augustine. The Athanasian 
Creed says, in part:

the athanaSian creeD

1.   Whosoever will be saved, before all 
things it is necessary that he hold the 
catholic faith;

2.   Which faith except every one do 
keep whole and undefiled, without doubt 
he shall perish everlastingly.

3.   But this is the catholic faith: That we 
worship one God in Trinity, and Trinity in 
unity;

4.    Neither confounding the persons; 
nor dividing the substance.

5.  For there is one person of the Father: 
another of the Son: another of the Holy 
Ghost.

6.    But the Godhead of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost is all one: 
the glory equal, the majesty coeternal …

15. So the Father is God: the Son is God: 
and the Holy Ghost is God;

16.  And yet there are not three Gods; but 
one God …

19. For like as we are compelled by the 
Christian verity to acknowledge every 
Person by himself to be God and Lord

20.  So are we forbidden by the catholic 
religion to say, there are three Gods, or 
three Lords …

25.  And in this Trinity none is before or 
after another: none is greater or less than 
another.

26. But the whole three Persons are 
co-eternal together, and co-equal.

27.  So that in all things, as aforesaid, the 
Unity in Trinity, and the Trinity in Unity is 
to be worshipped.

28.  He therefore that will be saved, must 
thus think of the Trinity.

(The Athanasian Creed as quoted in 
Philip Schaff’s History of the Christian 
Church, Volume 3, Section 132, page 
690-693.)

the orthoDox trinity

The orthodox Trinity teaches that 
there is one being called God who is 
composed of three persons. Each of 
these persons are said to be distinct, 
self-conscious persons who are the 
same age (“none is before or after an-
other”), and they are said to be exact-
ly equal in rank and power (“none is 
greater or less than another”). However, 
the definition goes much deeper than 
this because, according to the orthodox 
Trinity, the three persons are not really 
persons as we would think of a person. 
Normally we would think of a person as 
an individual being, but this is not what 
is meant by the use of the word “per-
son” in the orthodox Trinity. The prop-
agators of this doctrine say the word 
“person,” when applied to God, is real-
ly inadequate because there is no other 
idea that can be expressed by the word 
“person” that is similar to the idea that 

is meant when it is applied to God. That 
is why most theologians prefer the term 
hypostasis rather than person because it 
is a word that refers to the theological 
concept of person that is half-way be-
tween mere personality and an individ-
ual being. This concept is explained in 
the following way:

“The doctrine of a subsistence in the sub-
stance of the Godhead brings to view a 
species of existence that is so anomalous 
and unique, that the human mind derives 
little or no aid from those analogies which 
assist it in all other cases. The hypostasis 
is a real subsistence,—a solid essential 
form of existence, and not a mere ema-
nation, or energy, or manifestation,—but 
it is intermediate between substance and 
attributes. It is not identical with the sub-
stance, for there are not three substances 
[or beings]. It is not identical with at-
tributes, for the three Persons each and 
equally possess all the divine attributes 
… Hence the human mind is called upon 
to grasp the notion of a species of exis-
tence that is totally sui generis [unique], 
and not capable of illustration by any 
of the ordinary comparisons and analo-
gies.” (Dr. Shedd, History of Christian 
Doctrine, vol. i. p. 365 as quoted in 
Philip Schaff’s History of the Christian 
Church, Volume 3, Section 130, pages 
676, 677.)

This strange conception of God is so 
difficult to understand that Athanasius 
did not even understand it. Athanasius 
was one of the earliest and very influ-
ential propagators of the Trinity, and he 
“candidly confessed, that whenever he 
forced his understanding to meditate on 
the divinity of the Logos, his toilsome and 
unavailing efforts recoiled on themselves; 
that the more he thought, the less he 
comprehended; and the more he wrote, 
the less capable was he of expressing his 
thoughts.” (Gibbon, The Decline and 
Fall of the Roman Empire, Volume 2, 
Chapter 21, page 223, paragraph 1)
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Another man who had a great deal 
of influence in formulating the Trini-
ty doctrine was Augustine. He was the 
most influential church writer to define 
the Trinity, and is very much respected 
as an authority among Trinitarians. Of 
him, Philip Schaff wrote, “Of all the 
fathers, next to Athanasius, Augustine 
performed the greatest service for this 
dogma [the Trinity].” (Philip Schaff, His-
tory of the Christian Church, Volume 3, 
Section 131, page 684.)

 Even Augustine was unable to define 
the Trinity. He said, “If we be asked to 
define the Trinity, we can only say, it is 
not this or that.” (Augustine, as quoted 
in Philip Schaff ’s History of the Chris-
tian Church, Volume 3, Section 130, 
page 672.)

Athanasius and Augustine, the two 
men who did more to formulate the 
doctrine of the Trinity than anyone else, 
admitted that they did not understand it 
and could not define it.

the orthoDox trinity 
illuStrateD

One way that is used to illustrate 
the orthodox Trinitarian conception of 
God is the triquetra symbol or the three 
interlocking circles.

The Orthodox Trinity

One God who consists of three persons  
(hypostasis) united in one being

The orthodox Trinity is the official 
Catholic teaching that the one God of 
the Bible is one being composed of 
three self-conscious hypostases. As not-

ed, hypostasis is the Greek word used 
by Orthodox Trinitarians to describe a 
supposed species of existence unique to 
the Trinity that is halfway between attri-
butes and a being and cannot be defined 
further than to say it is not attributes, 
and it is not a being.

This concept of God, as confusing 
as it is, is the most commonly accepted 
view among Christians.

The orthodox Trinity denies the lit-
eral Sonship and the complete death of 
Christ. It denies the death of Christ, be-
cause it is claimed that the divine Son of 
God is part of God and therefore cannot 
be separated from Him in death because 
God cannot die. Notice the words of 
Augustine, one of the great proponents 
of the Trinity:

 “No dead man can raise himself. He 
[Christ] only was able to raise Himself, 
who though His Body was dead, was not 
dead. For He raised up that which was 
dead. He raised up Himself, who in Him-
self was alive, but in His Body that was 
to be raised was dead. For not the Father 
only, of whom it was said by the Apostle, 
‘Wherefore God also hath exalted Him,’ 
raised the Son, but the Lord also raised 
Himself, that is, His Body.” (Nicene & 
Post-Nicene Fathers, series 1, volume 
6, page 656, St. Augustine, “Sermons on 
Selected Lessons of the New Testament”)

It is true that a dead man cannot 
raise himself from the dead. It is also 
true that Christ died. The divine, glori-
fied Jesus Christ said, “I… was dead.” 
(Revelation 1:18) Since Christ was tru-
ly dead, then He could not have raised 
Himself. The Bible does not teach that 
Christ raised Himself from the dead. 
Instead, it says at least thirty times that 
the Father raised Him from the dead. 
For example, Galatians 1:1 says, “Paul, 
an apostle, (not of men, neither by man, 
but by Jesus Christ, and God the Father, 
who raised him from the dead.)”

I find Augustine’s conclusion that 

Christ “was not dead” to be contrary 
to reason and to Scripture, injurious to 
the power of the gospel, and repulsive 
to the needs of my soul. Yet, this is the 
logical conclusion that must be reached 
if we believe that Christ is a part of the 
being of God, the Father. The believers 
in this doctrine are left with the conclu-
sion that the death of Christ was nothing 
more than the death of a human that had 
been temporarily filled with the “second 
person” of the Trinity. No matter how 
exalted the pre-existent Son was; no 
matter how glorious, how powerful, or 
even eternal; if the manhood only died, 
the sacrifice was only human. Without 
believing that Christ died, how can any-
one appreciate the love of God in giving 
His Son to die for our sins?

The orthodox Trinity doctrine denies 
the Sonship of Christ, for if Christ, the 
Son of God, was some type of projec-
tion from the one God and part of the 
being of God, then He could not prop-
erly be called a Son of the Father. This 
fact was demonstrated by the Catholic 
acceptance of the doctrine of “eternal 
generation,” which was discussed in the 
previous chapter.

MoDaliSM (“JeSuS only”)
Modalism, also called “Jesus only,” 

is the idea that God is one person who 
operates in three different modes of 
existence. Please notice point number 
four of the Athanasian creed. This has 
specific reference to Modalism and 
Tritheism. It says, “Neither confound-
ing the persons [Modalism]; nor dividing 
the substance [Tritheism].” According 
to orthodox Trinitarianism, Modalism 
confounded the three persons into one 
person, claiming that God is one person 
who manifested Himself in three differ-
ent modes at three different times. This 
idea is sometimes called Sabellianism 
because a man by the name of Sabellius 
is credited as the one who invented this 
theory. Here is what Dr. Philip Schaff 
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had to say about this theory:

“His [Sabellius’] fundamental thought is, 
that the unity of God, without distinc-
tion in itself, unfolds or extends itself in 
the course of the world’s development 
in three different forms and periods of 
revelation and, after the completion of 
redemption, returns into unity. The Fa-
ther reveals himself in the giving of the 
law or the Old Testament economy (not 
in the creation also, which in his view 
precedes the trinitarian revelation); the 
Son, in the incarnation; the Holy Ghost, 
in inspiration. The revelation of the Son 
ends with the ascension; the revelation 
of the Spirit goes on in regeneration and 
sanctification.” (Philip Schaff, History of 
the Christian Church, Volume 2, Section 
152, page 582.)

This idea, according to orthodox Trin-
itarians, confounds the three persons of 
the Trinity into one person who acts in 
different modes at different times—in 
the Old Testament He acts like a Father, 
during the gospel times as a Son, and 
today as the Holy Spirit. This idea is 
called by several names, including, Mo-
dalism, Jesus only, and Sabellianism.

MoDaliSM illuStrateD

A way to illustrate Modalism would 
be to draw one circle:

Modalism

One God who is one person with three  
consecutive modes or personalities

Modalism is the idea that there is one 
God, who is one being who manifests 
Himself in three different modes at dif-
ferent times, so that the Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit are not really three persons, 
but are merely three manifestations 
of the same individual person. There 
are some who believe in Modalism 
who claim that there are three persons 
in God, but to them the word person 
means “personality, characteristic, em-
anation, or manifestation” rather than a 
being or an hypostasis.

With this concept, there is no real Son 
of God. The only concept of a Son of 
God would have to be limited to God 
revealing a manifestation of Himself, 
pretending to be His own Son, such as 
they suppose happened at the incarna-
tion of Christ. This comes far short of 
portraying the love of God in giving His 
Son to die for sinners. In addition to de-
nying the Sonship of Christ, this theory 
also reduces the death of Christ to that 
of a mere human, for if Christ was only 
a manifestation of the one God, then He 
could not die, because the Bible says 
that God cannot die.  (1 Timothy 6:16) 
So with this concept, the believer is 
left with the idea that God so loved the 
world that He came to earth pretending 
to be His own Son, and He pretended 
to die to reveal His great love for us. It 
is no wonder that there is a lack of gen-
uine love for God in this world when 
the regenerating power of God’s love, 
the heart of the gospel, is removed from 
God’s people.

unitarianiSM

Unitarianism is similar to Modalism 
in that it teaches that God is one indi-
vidual person, but it differs in that Uni-
tarianism does not teach that God has 
different modes in which He manifests 
Himself. The above illustration of Mo-
dalism can be applied to Unitarianism 
as well, except for the portion of the 
definition that says, “three consecutive 
modes or personalities,” for they claim 
that God only has one personality. Uni-
tarians believe that Jesus was just a 
man, a prophet endowed with the Spirit 

of God, rather than a divine being. They 
also deny that Christ died as a substi-
tute for sinners. (See www.america-
nunitarian.org and William Channing’s 
work entitled “Unitarian Christianity,” 
which can be found on the Internet at: 
www.channingmc.org/unitarianchristi-
anity.htm.)

Those who call themselves Unitari-
ans generally call themselves Christians 
but, perhaps ironically, they hold to a 
teaching that is believed in the Muslim 
religion, which is so openly opposed to 
Christianity.

The Muslim holy book, the Koran, 
says, “Christ Jesus the son of Mary was 
(no more than) an apostle of Allah, and 
His Word, which He bestowed on Mary, 
and a Spirit proceeding from Him: So be-
lieve in Allah and His apostles. Say not 
‘Trinity’: desist: It will be better for you: 
For Allah is One God: Glory be to Him: 
(Far Exalted is He) above having a son.” 
(Koran 4:171)

With this concept Jesus could fully 
die, but since they reduce Christ to a 
mere man and deny that Christ’s death 
truly atoned for our sins, they have less 
than a human sacrifice for sins; they 
have no sacrifice at all to atone for sins, 
either on the part of God or Christ. This 
concept, like the other false concepts 
we have examined, eliminates from its 
adherents any concept of God’s love 
in giving His Son to die for their sins. 
It is no wonder that the Muslim world 
demonstrates such a cold and hate-filled 
religion, when their god has never re-
vealed unselfish love to them. It is sad 
that some “Christians” adhere to this 
same concept of God and Jesus.

tritheiSM

Tritheism is the concept that the one 
God of the Bible is really composed 
of three separate beings who are only 
called one because they are perfectly 
united in their goals, plans and pur-
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poses and they work together. In this 
concept God is not an individual, but 
rather a group of three individuals, or 
a committee.

Again, I would like to refer you to 
point number four in the Athanasian 
Creed. It says, “Neither confound-
ing the persons; nor dividing the sub-
stance.” The term, “nor dividing the 
substance” has direct reference to what 
is termed “Tritheism.” According to or-
thodox Trinitarians, Tritheism divides 
the substance of God into three sepa-
rate beings, which would be three gods, 
hence it is labeled Tritheism. Notice 
the following definition of the “ortho-
dox Trinity” in which the definition of 
Tritheism is brought out.

“…the term person [hypostasis] must not 
be taken here in the sense current among 
men, as if the three persons were three 
different individuals, or three self-con-
scious and separately acting beings. The 
trinitarian idea of personality lies midway 
between that of a mere form of manifesta-
tion, or a personation, which would lead 
to Sabellianism [also called Modalism], 
and the idea of an independent, limited 
human personality, which would result 
in tritheism. In other words, it avoids the 
… unitarian Trinity of a threefold concep-
tion and aspect of one and the same be-
ing, and the … tritheistic trinity of three 
distinct and separate beings.” (Philip 
Schaff, History of the Christian Church, 
Volume 3, Section 130, pages 676, 677, 
emphasis supplied)

Notice here that Tritheism is defined 
as the idea that God exists in three per-
sons who are “three different individuals, 
or three self-conscious and separately 
acting beings.”

tritheiSM illuStrateD

Tritheism could be illustrated by draw-
ing three circles in the following way:

Tritheism

One God who consists of three separate 
beings who are called “one” because they are 

one in purpose and character

Tritheism is the idea that the one God 
of the Bible is not an individual being, 
but rather a committee of three separate 
beings who work together in perfect 
unity, while Modalism, on the other 
hand, is the idea that the one God of 
the Bible is one person who manifests 
Himself in three different ways. The 
Orthodox Trinity seeks to find a middle 
road between these two extremes by 
inventing a species of existence called 
hypostasis, which is neither a manifes-
tation nor an individual being.

With the concept of Tritheism, there 
can be no real Son of God, for all there 
could be is one divine being playing the 
role, or pretending to be the Son of an-
other one of the divine beings.

As an example of this theory of role 
playing, I will quote from Gordon Jen-
son, who, in 1996, was the president 
of Spicer Memorial College in Pune, 
India. He wrote, “In order to eradicate 
sin and rebellion from the universe and 
to restore harmony and peace, one of the 
divine Beings accepted, and entered into, 
the role of the Father, another the role of 
the Son. The remaining divine Being, the 
Holy Spirit,… By accepting the roles that 
the plan entailed, the divine Beings lost 
none of the powers of Deity… The divine 
Beings entered into the roles they had 
agreed upon before the foundations of 
the world were laid.” (Adventist Review, 
“The Week of Prayer” issue, October 
31, 1996)

Tritheism, like Modalism, denies the 
death of Christ, for it is claimed that all 
three of these divine beings are exactly 

alike, and none of them could die or be 
separated from the other two. Again, the 
believer is left with a cold perception of 
God’s love, thinking that God (the com-
mittee of three) so loved the world that 
they sent one of them to earth to pre-
tend to be the son of one of the others 
who had stayed behind, and to pretend 
to die, to reveal the love of all three, in-
cluding the two who had stayed behind. 
This concept falls far short of revealing 
the wonderful love of God in giving His 
Son to die for our sins and has nothing 
more than a human sacrifice for sin.

applying the KnowleDge

As we look at these four views of 
God, we see that Modalism, Unitari-
anism and Tritheism all teach that the 
word person means “a being,” while or-
thodox Trinitarianism is adamantly op-
posed to this definition, and claims that 
the three persons of the Trinity are some 
mysterious, undefinable species of ex-
istence called hypostasis. Philip Schaff 
puts it this way,

“The word person is in reality only a 
make-shift, in the absence of a more ad-
equate term.” (Philip Schaff, History of 
the Christian Church, Volume 3, Sec-
tion 130, pages 677)

Unitarianism says there is only one 
divine person, God, the Father. Modal-
ism teaches that the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit are the same person, 
Trinitarianism teaches that the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit are the 
same being, while Tritheism teaches 
that the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit are three separate beings.

With the information contained in 
this booklet, it should be easy for you 
to identify Trinitarianism, Modalism, 
Unitarianism and Tritheism. Yet, Satan 
is always busy inventing new angles 
on these concepts, and using different 
words to describe them, in an effort to 
confuse God’s people, even the very 
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elect. I believe we will see this confu-
sion increase as the time of Christ’s re-
turn draws nearer.

One way Satan has confused people 
is by having different people use the 
same word with different meanings. 
Some ministers and theologians, when 
expounding upon God and His nature, 
use the word “person” to mean, 1) one 
of the modes, emanations, or manifesta-
tions of an individual, so that one being 
can have several of these “persons” or 
modes in which he manifests himself. 
Others use the word “person” to mean, 
2) a complete being, so that three per-
sons would be three separate beings. 
Still others use the word “person” to 
mean, 3) a mysterious form of existence 
that is half-way between a characteristic 
and a being, so that one being can have 
three separate self-conscious “persons,” 
which are often called “hypostasis.” To 
add to this confusion, the word “being,” 
at times, is used with any of the above 
three definitions in mind, most rarely 
with the first definition in mind, and 
most often with the second definition in 
mind, but it has also been used with the 
third definition in mind. So, as you can 
see, if you want to understand what is 
being taught by an individual, not only 
must you understand what he is say-
ing, but you must know what he means 
when he uses the words, “person,” or 
“being.”

a few QueStionS

Here are a few questions that can be 
asked to help you understand the im-
plications of false teachings versus the 
truth of God’s Word:
•	 When did Jesus Christ become the 

Son of God?

•	 Is the Son of God’s life derived from 
the Father?

•	 Was the Son of God begotten of the 
Father other than when He was born 
in Bethlehem?

•	 Does the Son of God have a separate 

mind, will, and consciousness apart 
from God, the Father?

•	 Can God be tempted with sin?

•	 Could Jesus have sinned during his 
incarnation?

•	 Can God die?

•	 Was the Son of God conscious during 
the three days and three nights He lay 
in the tomb?

•	 Can God have something revealed to 
Him, that was hidden?

•	 Do you pray to and worship the Holy 
Spirit? If not, why neglect him? If so, 
where is your biblical example?

•	 Does the Holy Spirit have a spirit of 
his own like the Father and the Son?

When you find the answers to these 
questions in the Bible, they will go a 
long way to help you understand the 
truth about God.

SuMMary

The idea of one God in three persons 
is contrary to Scripture regardless of 
which theory is promoted to try to har-
monize these contradictory ideas. Mo-
dalism, Unitarianism, Orthodox Trini-
tarianism, and Tritheism are all equally 
dangerous in that they all deny the Bi-
ble truths that Christ is truly the Son of 
God and that He truly died for our sins. 
The Catholic acceptance of the eternal 
generation of the Son is merely an at-
tempt to harmonize the Bible truth that 
Christ is the only begotten Son of God 
with the false theory that He is the same 
age as His Father. It is neither biblical, 
nor consistent with reason. It does away 
with the Sonship of Christ as thorough-
ly as Modalism, Unitarianism or Trithe-
ism. There are many other aspects that 
are affected when one accepts these 
false theories, yet the most important 
remain the Sonship of Christ and the 
death of Christ, because they directly 
effect our relationship with God, and 
our ability to fellowship with Him and 
His Son as real Persons. The nature of 

Christ at His incarnation is also severe-
ly affected, along with the atonement 
made for our sins.

These false theories about God leave 
their adherents with, at best, a shallow 
picture of God’s love that is unable to 
allow them to have the deep, genuine 
love for God that can endure every 
hardship, especially the conflict over 
the Mark of the Beast, which we shall 
all face very soon.

I would like you to think about some-
thing. Even Trinitarians, when they seek 
converts from the world, will never use 
the Trinity doctrine to convert sinners, 
but rather they use what they call her-
esy, for they know it has more power 
to convert people than their beloved 
Trinity doctrine. Trinitarian churches 
around the world will tell sinners that 
God loves them so much that He gave 
His Son to die for their sins. This reach-
es the hearts of prospective converts 
and brings them power in their lives to 
overcome sin. Yet, sadly, after they are 
converted and come into the church, 
they are told that Jesus is not really 
God’s Son, but the second person of the 
Trinity, and that the Son could not die 
for their sins, because God cannot die. 
Thus, the truth that gave them power in 
the beginning is effectively removed, 
leaving them with a form of godliness 
without the power.

If a Trinitarian were to come up to a 
lost sinner and say, “God loves you so 
much that He sent His companion into 
the world to pretend to be His Son and 
to pretend to die for you,” it would be as 
useless as anything could be, and would 
not possibly convert a sinner to the 
Lord. Jesus said, “The truth shall make 
you free.” (John 8:32) The truth is what 
converts and sets men free, not lies.

Many people have a false concept of 
God that denies the true sonship and 
complete death of Christ. No matter 
how hard a person tries to love a god 
like this, they will never be able to love 
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him with all their heart, soul, strength 
and mind. This is true because God’s 
love is misrepresented by all false the-
ories about Him, and we can only love 
Him by first seeing His love for us, as 
John said, “We love him, because he first 
loved us.” (1 John 4:19)

The Bible says, “We all, with open 
face beholding as in a glass the glory of 
the Lord, are changed into the same im-
age from glory to glory, even as by the 
Spirit of the Lord.” (2 Corinthians 3:18) 
If we are beholding a god that only 
loves us enough to put on an act, to pre-
tend to be someone he is not, then we 
will love him only enough to put on an 
act, to pretend to be Christians, when 
we are not.

Remember that no lie is safe, no mat-
ter how innocently it is believed. Paul 
wrote that those who “believe a lie” will 
be “damned who believed not the truth, 
but had pleasure in unrighteousness.” 
(2 Thessalonians 2:11, 12) Also, keep in 
mind that the majority are seldom right 
in religious matters. Jesus said, “broad 
is the way, that leadeth to destruction, 
and many there be which go in thereat: 

Because strait is the gate, and narrow is 
the way, which leadeth unto life, and few 
there be that find it.” (Matthew 7:13, 14) 
The councils of men, and the man-
made creeds that are so often esteemed 
by Christians, are not the standards by 
which we can determine truth. There is 
only one standard, and one alone, that 
we can trust as an infallible guide to 
truth, and that is the Word of God. We 
must not trust man to lead us into truth, 
for God said, “the leaders of this people 
cause them to err; and they that are led of 
them are destroyed.” (Isaiah 9:16)

I pray that you will hold firmly to 
the truth of the Bible, that “there is but 
one God, the Father” and “one Lord Je-
sus Christ,” who is “the only begotten 
Son of God,” who “proceeded forth” and 
“came out from God” “before the hills,” 
who “died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures,” and “the Father… raised Him 
from the dead.” I pray that you will also 
believe the truth that the Holy Spirit 
is “the holy Spirit of God,” which “pro-
ceedeth from the Father” and is sent to 
us “through Jesus Christ.” (1 Corinthi-
ans 8:6; John 3:18; John 8:42; 16:27; 

Proverbs 8:25; 1 Corinthians 15:3; 
Galatians 1:1; Ephesians 4:30; John 
15:26; Titus 3:5, 6)

If you believe these things, you are 
simply a Bible-believing Christian, 
even though people may brand you with 
awful-sounding names, such as Arian, 
Semi-Arian, or even heretic. Whatever 
people may say, hold on to the truth of 
God’s Word. Men called Paul “a pes-
tilent fellow, and a mover of sedition 
among all the Jews throughout the world, 
and a ringleader of the sect of the Naza-
renes.” (Acts 24:5) Yet, Paul confessed, 
“after the way which they call heresy, so 
worship I the God of my fathers.” (Acts 
24:14) Don’t let the words of men sway 
you from worshiping God “in spirit and 
in truth: for the Father seeketh such to 
worship him.” (John 4:23)

Keep the faith—the true faith! “Ear-
nestly contend for the faith which was 
once delivered unto the saints.” (Jude 1:3)

Source Material: God’s Love on Trial 
by Lynnford Beachy, chapter 4 (An 

Examination of Some of the Most 
Popular Views About God)

Website Update
From this fall, our Website will 

have a new page (Literature) which 
will include PDF versions of many 
little booklets about righteousness by 
faith and other subjects.

These booklets will be download-
able and printable to anybody who is 
interested in them. We will also have 
hard copies of these studies which 
can be sent out (for free of charge) 
on request.

As we are still working on this ex-
tension of our ministry, we appreci-
ate your patience and prayers.

New studies will be uploaded 
continuously, so we encourage ev-

erybody who has Internet connection 
to check our Website regularly: www.
cominghomeministry.org/literature

It is our hope and prayer that these 
studies will be a blessing to every-
body and will bring glory to our 
Heavenly Father.

A couple of the first booklets on the 
Literature site will be:

• The Deity of Christ

• The Nature of Sin

• The Nature of Righteousness

• Chasing Shadows
The front cover of the booklet 

“Deity of Christ”
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Tasty Vegan Recipes
Ingredients:

• 4 c Vegenase (mayonnaise)
• 1/4 c onion powder
• 1 TBSP celery salt
• 1 TBSP parsley flakes
• 1 TBSP poppy seed
• 1/2 TBSP dill weed
• 1-1/2 TBSP honey
• 2 tsp garlic powder

• 1 tsp dried basil
• 1 tsp salt
• 3/4 c water (or soy milk)—you can  

use less or more liquid to thin the 
dressing to desired consistency

Mix all ingredients together. Put it in 
the refrigerator for a couple of hours 
before serving.

Enjoy!
RANCH STYLE DRESSING

“Hidden in Plain Sight”

Continued from page 8 

contains canola, corn, cottonseed, 
and soybeans). Also, papaya has 
been genetically modified, as well 
as potato (though there are cur-
rently no transgenic potatoes mar-
keted for human consumption). As 
of 2005, about 13% of the zucchi-
nis—grown in the US—was ge-
netically modified. And in 2012 a 
GM apple entered for regulatory 
approval in the US and Canada.  

2.   Avoid processed foods! (It’s a sim-
ple way to reduce exposure to the 
four most common GM ingredients: 
non-organic forms of soy, cano-
la, cottonseed and corn, including 
high-fructose corn syrup.)

3. Look for the voluntary “non-
GMO” label. (And ALWAYS read 
the ingredients on the label.)

4. Visit www.NonGMOShopping-
Guide.com for a list of thousands 
of GMO products and brands. And 
learn as much about GMO and certi-
fied organic products as you can.

The bottom line is that genetical-
ly modified organisms have not been 

proven in any way to be safe, and most 
of the studies are actually leaning the 
other direction, which is why many of 
the world’s countries have banned these 
items whose DNA has been genetical-
ly engineered. In America, they aren’t 
even labeled, much less banned, so the 
majority of the populace has no idea 
that they are eating lab-created DNA on 
a daily basis.

Only when you are informed can you 
make the choices that are right for you 
and your family. This is too important 
to put off until later. 

Source Materials:

http://www.organicauthority.com/foodie-

buzz/eight-reasons-gmos-are-bad-for-you.html; 

http://www.thetruthaboutgmos.com/; 

http://www.seattleorganicrestaurants.com/

vegan-whole-foods/gmo-harms-dangers/; 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/frances-

moore-lappe-and-anna-lappe/gmos-

facts_b_2009917.html; 

http://www.nongmoproject.org/; 

http://organicconnectmag.com/wp/former-

gmo-engineer-drops-biotech-and-goes-

organic/#.UcIFRBU2qxU

2005 world production map of GMOs. Solid orange represents countries that 
produce more than 95% of GMO products. Orange and gray stripes represent 
countries that produce commercialized GMO products. Orange dots represent 

countries participating in experimental GM crops. 
Image by pixeltoo
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Think about these Things ...
“Abide in Me, and I in you. As the 

branch cannot bear fruit of itself, ex-
cept it abide in the vine; no more can 
ye, except ye abide in Me …Without 
Me ye can do nothing.” John 15:4, 
5. You are just as dependent upon 
Christ, in order to live a holy life, as 
is the branch upon the parent stock 
for growth and fruitfulness. Apart 
from Him you have no life. You have 
no power to resist temptation or to 
grow in grace and holiness. Abiding 
in Him, you may flourish. Drawing 
your life from Him, you will not with-
er nor be fruitless. You will be like a 
tree planted by the rivers of water.

Many have an idea that they must 
do some part of the work alone. They 

have trusted in Christ for the forgive-
ness of sin, but now they seek by their 
own efforts to live aright. But every 
such effort must fail. Jesus says, “With-
out Me ye can do nothing.” Our growth 
in grace, our joy, our usefulness,—all 
depend upon our union with Christ. It is 
by communion with Him, daily, hour-
ly,—by abiding in Him,—that we are to 
grow in grace. He is not only the Au-
thor, but the Finisher of our faith. It is 
Christ first and last and always. He is 
to be with us, not only at the beginning 
and the end of our course, but at every 
step of the way. David says, “I have set 
the Lord always before me: because 
He is at my right hand, I shall not be 
moved.” Psalm 16:8.

Do you ask, “How am I to abide in 
Christ?” In the same way as you re-
ceived Him at first. “As ye have there-
fore received Christ Jesus the Lord, 
so walk ye in Him.” “The just shall 
live by faith.” 2:6; Hebrews 10:38. 
… By faith you became Christ’s, and 
by faith you are to grow up in Him—
by giving and taking. You are to give 
all,—your heart, your will, your ser-
vice,—give yourself to Him to obey 
all His requirements; and you must 
take all,—Christ, the fullness of all 
blessing, to abide in your heart, to 
be your strength, your righteousness, 
your everlasting helper,—to give you 
power to obey.

(Ellen White: Steps to Christ, p. 68-70.)


