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Mickey Thompson’s Historic
Vustang Returns tothe Salt
With a (Faster) Younger Brother.
By Rob Kinnan

Photography: Randy Lorentzen
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didn t bring along multiengined stream
hnvers; they brought thire Mach 1|
Mustangs. As you H read in Bl McGuire's
fantastic story on the man nght atter this
teature, Mickey was the epitome of a goal
onented person, and one of those goals was
10 st a slew of natonal and inter national
endurance records in a production car. Ford
gave him its blessing, along with three cars
and engines, and Mickey set up a 10-mule
oval course on the Salt Flats for his attempt.
Always the promoter, Mickey convinced
H\‘l ROD l‘ul lisher Ray Brock and Sports
Hiwstrated writer Bob Ottum to ¢o drive
and then obviously write all about it in theu
magazines. Rickman shot it for the cover of
the Oct. 68 issue of HOT ROD, and Brock
wrote a three-page story on it xnm. At Least
[ Got My Name on the Door.”
[he cars were originally built by Holman
: Moody for NASCAR's Baby Grand Amen
can series (that ran limited races and featured
ponycars). Mickey converted them to run on
the Salt and gave each a different engine con-
figuration based on the records he was going
after. The hero car was the yellow one, pow-
ered by a Tunnel Port 302 from Ford’s Trans-
Am-series race cars. This is the one that
would be driven for the C Class (183 to 305
ci). The red car was powered by a Tunnel
Port 427 from the NASCAR program and > Mustang fans will notice the '68 dash insert steering wheel and ' ,
ended up being used for test runs to get The lever sticking out of the trans tunnel, below the shgift and seat paired with a'694
familiar with the Salt surface. The blue car unit used with the blown 427. The car su;a osed| s oy
also had a 427 Tunnel Port, but it was config-  official timeslips exist. ; Y ranwell aver <00 mIpe W
ured to run in a straight line. Strangely, in
Brock’s story there was no mention of the
| blue car, even though it was shown on
: the cover.
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Brock and Ottum drove the yellow car for
a little bit, but the main shoes were Mickey
and Danny “On the Gas” Ongais. Mickey
originally planned to set the 24-hour cm'h"-_
ance record, but a combination of bad Salt
conditions (which caused lots of high-speed
spins) and some fairly minor parts breakage
made them call it quits at the 500-mile mark,
at which point they had already broken every
Class C record in the FIA books (except for
the 24-hour ones). The yellow car averaged
159.556 mph for 500 miles. The red car was
to go after Class B, but the Salt would never
have allowed it to run fast enough, so they
shelved the idea.

A return to Bonneville a few months later
found much better Salt conditions that
allowed them to run the yellow car for the
full 24 hours, where it averaged 157.663 mph
while the blue car (now injected and blown)
grabbed 27 Class B (305 to 488 ci) records on
the straight course, the fastest of which was
138.812 mph in the flying 1 kilometer. The
USAC record book shows the blue car’s
records coming on September 15 and 16,

168. When they were done that week, they
had racked up an amazing total of 295 speed
and endurance records.

After Bonneville, the three cars went back

’

~ Bonneville Salt Flats, September 1968.
~ Note the big Roots-style blower and
hanical injection sticking through

"We discovered alot of unusual parts and found
outitwas a prototype ‘69 Mustang builtinlate

67/early’68, makingit one of the first
b9 Mustangs built.”—Brent Hajek

> Above: The blue caris once again powered by a
rare 427 Tunnel Port engine with a pair of Holleys.
> Left: The hole in the hood was to clear that
supercharger that went on the car for the return
trip to the Salt. The prototype boss 429 scoop
covered it.
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> The end of the July attempt, stopped at
the 500-mile mark. He just set abunchof
records, but you can see the dejectionin
Mickey's face. Notice HOT ROD Publisher Ray
Brock's name on the door, hence the title t
his Oct. '68 cover story. H
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—Danny Thompson

e

.

-

[

S Here's the new car coming down f

car and test before Ford canceled the project
and took it in-house. So, you're probably
Boss 429 Mustang
as possibly the first '69
lit-

looking at the very first
ever assembled, as well
Mach 1 ever built. Quite a history on this

tle mule, huh?
In 2006 Brent and Danny took the car

back to Bonneville to assist in filming a
vie Gearhead about Mickey

un showing the car. A few
months later, Brent was ata Barrett-Jackson

auction, and the first Ford Mustang FR500C
Boy Racer went across the block and got

‘ cementing itasa collectible.
Brent had to have one, and throu gh conver-
sations with Ford Racing, the idea to make
it 2 modern version of Mickey’s old 69 race
car germinated.

The FR500C is a road race car, sO Brent
sent his new toy to Holzman Race Cars In
Wichita, Kansas, to convert the cage to SCTA
specs and get everything ready for land .;s‘pced
racing. After that, it wentto Snapp Fabrica-
tion in Hennessey, Oklahoma, for aerody-
namic work. Snapp took it to Ford’s wind
cunnel in Michigan and, with help from
SCTA's Mike Cook, aero'd the thing up for
Bonneville. As that was happening, Paul
Svinicki at Paul High Performance in Jack-
son, Michigan, was building the engine, an
E85-fueled, 1,000hp 5.4L DOHC Ford GT
mill with a big Ford Racing/Whipple blower.
The trans is a stock Tremec six-speed that
came in the FR500C (with a Spec clutch),
and the rear is a Moser full-floating 9-inch.

Last August, both cars made the trek back
to the Salt, with Danny set to drive the new
one. The 69 car was there for inspiration and
to make the first, ceremonial pass down the
Salt to celebrate the opening of the 60th
anniversary of Speed Week. After that, atten-
tion turned to the new car with the goal of
:‘:',]l%]ti]f:‘_“”[-T‘_._PTQ@u.clif,).n E85-fueled vehi-

le. The record for the class they were in,

promo of the mo
and had a ton of

huge money,

chin’ deal.

rom a 250-mph run after Danny pull

”

ed the chutes.
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> The road race FR500C ‘cage need
handled by Holzman Race Cars. 4

ed some readjustment to meet SCTA's specs, whichwere

> Theengineisa S.4L

based on a Ford GT engine,
and it uses the stock

block, crank, and heads,
but good Oliver rods and
Diamond pistons.A 3.4L
Whipple supercharger
sucks through an Accufab
twin 80mm throttle body
and burns Rockett Brand
E85S fuel to make 1,000
hp at the rear wheels, at
8,000 rpm. The headers
are from JBA, and the oil-
Ingis a Petersen dry sump
with Paul-made beltdrives,
adjusters, brackets,
and soon.
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